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TO THE RIGHT, 
HONOVRABLE, CAND 


b's fingular goodL ord) Edward, 
Earle er Betler Lord Chamberlaine 


to the Queene, Lord Liev ‘tenant of his Maje- | 
{ties Countics a Suffex andiMiddlefex: Oneof | 
the Lords of his Majefties moft Hosoura- | 

ble Privie Councell, and Kaight of the 

mot Illutrious Order of 

the Garter. | 

Bighe Rienpordie, | 
PP atS come, 115 Pilevime of Sion, baving bcene | 
beaten with the fiormes a, tem | 


hr § Bie, pelts of alone perfecurion beyond | 
4 Pes an ihe Seas, afier hee haa learnt the | 
Nd gL fi iwectne(fe, and tafed the gosdneffe 
I PKA and Debouayrity, filo waakes your | 
Nation and onan of England honourable , and | 
recommendable to all the foure corners of the V niverfe, 
hee ss as laff arrived.in your Ports and Haroours,to 
fhelter himfelfe from the waves and windes, which fo | 
cruelly had beaten and affayled him , as they would | 
not permit him, either to feede, or ref. But cafling 
anchor herein your Harbours, 1 findthat Fame hath 
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infinitely wronged ber Lifes in not having fuffictently | . 


difcourfed 
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Tue EpistLe : 


difcour{ed,and pabléfhed the excellencie of your gooa- 
neffe and wiertis: Shee feemes to be {paring of your 
prayfes, which are fojuftly due to you; For Experience 
hath now made mse know a thoufand times more therof, 

then heretofore I beard or underftood, decanfe I find fo 

much benignity andgcodueffeamongyon,andefpectally 

| our Honours houlos that I fhauld effeem my felfe to be 

| guilty of a bale ingratitude,if I confecrated not the 
remaynder of my dayes tothe bononr of your fervice 

| and commands ; For I confiffe,that thes {mall Prefent, 

| which I now prefent and proffer you, cannot counter- | 
é vaile or equalize thofe fublime favors , whereby you 


have eternally made me your debter. f 


Thofe Philofophers, which entreat and d ifcourfe of 


——+ 


natural caufes doe affirme, That the Sunne which 
| makes tie Raynebowe in the firmament , by the dar- 
ting and defufion of his rayes , in a watry clowd difpo- 
fedto recerve it ; doth there forme and ingender this 
diver fity of colours (0 pleafing toour fight. Your -Ho- 
nour ( my good Lord ) is the Sunne of my bappineffe, 
| and I am this clowd covered with the rayes of your 
| favors, which makes ali the world aamere-in me ; 
the greatneffe of your Gencrofity ana the txcgllereae of 
your goodacs. ie ietaial 
But herein ( notwithftanding ) confifls not my 
fatisfaclion , but rater your honor and glory,and as 
I defire topublifh that , fo I likewife defire to finde 
this ; For I cannot ive contented , if 1 made not a 
publique acknowledgement of thofe many favours ,. 
whereby you have perfctily purchafed and made me 
yours and thesConfi fron confifterhinthe oath of fidelity 
; and obedience, which I. have forme tothe henour of 
by a wour 
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|your fervice, and to teflifie the immortality of may | | 


vowes, wherein with all posible humility I prefent you 
my felfe,and this {mad Booke to your Honours fete . ' 
A worke proportionableto my weakenelfe, but uscerely 
‘difproportionable to your Greatne(fe, | 
. | _ If Tam any way guilty herein, your goodnelfe ts 
/thetraecaufe thereof in regard itmakes me beleeve 
“| that you will rather excufemy Xeale , then accufe or 
|condemne my prejumption; and I doe prowsife my felfe 
=r this hope , and flatter my felfe with thes coafidence, 
that your Honoar will partly excue this worke of mine, | 
if it be not accuratly or delicately polsfhed,jand that the 
will remsayning where the power wants , 1 free and 
current payment with great and generous {pirits, — | 
Some perchance may affirme and fay,that 1 have 
difcourfed and treated thofe Matters with too much! 
fimplicity, which indced 1s my only intent and defigne, | 
Becaufe my text and matter doe neceffarily oblige and | 
tye me thereunto,as alfo invegard lever find the eaj;- | 
eft way to be the beft,for that the thornes of Studie ard: 
Schollerfhip , doe but ingage and ingulph our Wits in 
\the labyrinth of infupportable length and languifh. 
went, andthe which moft commonly when we have 
all lone and rannethorow, weein the end finde bat a. 
Minotaur of doubts , and a penfive melancholy anxi- 
ctie which devours them, My Lord, have no other 
defigne or ambition in this my Dedication, but to pay 
this tribute to your Honour, hoping that your charitre 
will cover my defects, and your goodnelfe “over-vayle 
and pardon my weakenelfe and imperfections, 
And my Lord,it is with all manner of right and} 
reafon, thas I confecraze and infcribe this (mall Worke | 
| m3 of | 
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of mine to your Honeur, and place your Honourable 
name in theFronti(pice thereof es a bright Phare and | 
relucent torch, which foall communicate and lendits | 
lufire and light,to make it {ee and falute the world. | 
And fo my good Lord, I will feeke my dclights | 
in the honour of your fervice ; my inclinations fhall 
have no other centre, but the exceution of your com- 
mands.My vowes and prayers flall beince(fantly pow- | 
red forth for your pro[perities: and my Ambition {hall 
never fiye or foare higher , then to conferue the houour 
of your favors, andto be beth to your Honor, and to | 
the young Noblemen your Sonnes, 


Your moft humble, and 
truely devoted Servant, 


| 
| 
| 
I. M. : 
| 
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 Bleffed are the mecrcifull, for they Ihe 0b- 


a 
MATH. §. 7. a 
taine Mercy. | 

\ 


% 0% Hat which in men changeth| 
\ 3 Reafon , courtefie , and 
S, humanitie , into a wilde, 


we (7) 


TeX, fierce , and britith BAGLESS 


%y \and which makes them leffe| 
Bea pittifull then Lyons, .and| 
eee morcto be feared thenT “y- 
| ~ gers,is crueltie ; thatterrible | 
vice the mether of cowardize , the fj pring of| 
difafters,and the death of innocencie.. 
| Fer after a Coward hath once tafted of blood 
he delights in no other {pedtacle.- 
It is the caufe of mifchiefes and-of fo manie| 
fatalland mournefull accidents ; for there being: 
a natu- 


: 
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Tha Reward of Mercie. 


a naturall Antipathy betweene that vice, and 
reafon, fhee expells reafon; and therfore.will not | 
hearken unto her , in her furtous, violent , and 
fuddaine counfels. 

Ina word, itis the death of innocencie, for 
to fatisfie her bloody appetite, fhee {pareth nei- 
ther age, norfexe , but uponthe altar of her fi- 
rious and brutifh paffion, facrificeth as well the 
jutt, as the guilty, and would not {pare her felfe 
if fhee feared not the felfe fame paines and tor- 
ments, which fhe inflias on others. 

Now this viceis detefted by noble fpirits 
and gencrous foules, isabhorred by Angels,and 
in great abomination to God himfelfe ; fo by 
the law of contraries, mercie muft be the fub- 
jeGt,and royall field,where we muft abundantly | 
reape the honour of men, the love of Angels, ' 
the graces and ble ffings of our heavenly Father, 
then muft mercy be praétifed by men, admired | 
by Angels ; and bee delightfull to God, and 
therefore we {ce in our Text, that the belayéd | 
Sonne of eternity it felfe, Icfus Chift our Savi- | 
our, to perfeé his Apoftles in the way of falva- , 
tion ,faithto them in generall , Ble/fed are the 
mercifull, Orc. ) 

As if hee had faid , I doe much hate and ab- 
horre cruelty , that I defirealfo that you that 
are my Difciples, fhould expe!l and banifh it 
quitefrom your hearts , and thoughts , andin 

| her roome to admitand entertaine mercy , that | 
heavenly vertue, which I both efteeme deerely, 

, aud love, and refpect perfedly. 

You: 


The reward of Mercie. 


You muft therefore practife this eternally 
praife-worthy vertue, if you willbe bleffed, 
for it is impoffible to get into my Fathers fa- 
vour , if you be not furnifhed and armed with 
mercie. 

Y ou cannot afcend to the top of felicity, be- 
fore you have left finne, this heavie and intole- 
rable burthen , I fay, before youhave received 
pardon, and abfolution for your faults, which 
youcan never obtaine, before you have for- 
given your brethren their offences ; before you 
have fhewed your felves favourable and jwil- 
ling to affiftthem , In a word, before you have 
extended and practifed on them all forts of 
mildneffe, clemencie, and meekeneffe, which 
they fhall ftand in neede of, for I fay vnto you, 
foangleror os cAeneoves : S72 url Asn SH covres. Bleffed are 
the mercifull, for they fhall obtaine mercie. 

We reade words like unto thefe, Luke 6.36. 
Be yee mersi{ull, as your Father 1 mercifull: And 
apaine after, forgeve and it fhall be forgiven unto 
you; give and it fhall be givenunto you: And Eccl, 
4. Be mercifull to the Orphans , be unto them a fa- 
ther , and to their mothers abusband, and then yee 


hall be the obedtent fonaes of the moft high, who wil 


yet more liberally diftribute unto you hus great mer- 
cie: And Pro.11.The fowle that dot good, fhall be 
exceedingly filled and replenifhed, 

Itis a principle flowing from our nature,that 
we mutt not doe to another what we would not 
have done to our felves, from which principle 
'| Isderived that golden fentenceof Chrift.Lak.6. 
B 2 With 
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With what meafure you mete , it fhall be againe mea- 
farcd unto you. And lames 2. Condemaation with- 
out mercie {hall fall on them that have not ufed mer- 
cie, and mercie is glorified acainft condemnation. 
Bleffed then are the merciful , for they fhall obtaine 
mercie. 

In which words by Geds affiftance , which 
wee to this end implore, wee will confider, 
1. Who bethefe mercifull, And 2. The reafon 
why they are termed bleffed. 


a 


And firft, let us heare the facred voyce of 
the eternal! Sonne of God, the Redeemer of 
our foules, faying in the firft part of our Text,. 
Bleffed are the merctfull, as ifhe had faid , O how 
great and altogether incomparable , and incom- 
prehenfible are the favours, bleffings, and gra- 
‘ces laid up for them that fhall practife the works 
of mercie, they fhall be Citizens of heaven, the 
Anocls companions , and fhall eternally enjoy | 
and pofieffe in heaven , thofe beatitudes which 
eye hath net feene,eare hath not heard,and that | _ 
are not entred into the heart of man ; and this #%; 
ithe recompence that God hath prepared for 
them which practife mercie. 

Now that we may the better know the defi- 
aition of this word, Mercifell, which is the con- 
jcrete, or conjoyned, we will Grit confider it in 
ls abftract, as the Philofophers fpeake, to wit, 
Mercie, which is commonly defined to be, A 
hearty gricfe, or a forrow, for anothers miferie, 
whom we affift and helIpe with all our power. | 

The objeé of it, is, the miferie and affiction | 

| of 


ee ey eee 
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¥ The reward of Mercie. 
of other, which makes her produce thefe graci- | 
ous and pittifull effects, becaufe fhee is unable | 
to behold the fore, without applying the re- . 
medie. | 
God being one, cannot fuffer any kinde of 
divifion, there be no qualities nor accicents in 


him, but ail things are effential] in him, the 


{cribe him all juftice, and allmercic, fo by rea- 


.| fon of the fore-going maxime, wee cannot fay, | 


that mercie is one of his parts, fecing that being | 
one, hee is indivifible ; but wee will more pro- | 


perly fay, that he is Mereze it felfe, and therefore | : 


the faithfull that fhall bee mercifull, thatehall 
practife the works of charity, of clemenci¢, and 
meekeneffe,may undoubtedly beleeve that they 
are the fonnes of the moft high, who hath com- 
municated unto them aray or fparke of his infi- 
nite grace,and mercie, that fo they may there- 
by reiplend and fhine with the fame light with 
their heavenly Father, tread upon his fteps,and 
be made like him as muchas may be , Be merci- 

fall (faith lefus Christ) as your beavenly Father ss 
merciful, Luke 6.36. 

| Meicie, faid an ancient DoQor, ¢# fidei orna- 

| mentum , it isthe ornament of faith, for faita| 
fheweth her felfe by her fruits, which are pious 
and charitable works, and as trees are never fo 


e to reprefent him unto us, doth de- 


-| faireto behold , as when they are loaden and 


covered with fruits; fo faith never appeareth 
fo glorious, as when fhe is adorned and crow- 


1 ned with the {weer and delighifull fruires of | 


BD 3 Inercie ; 
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mercie; Hee called it againe’ falutis dormiciliues, 


the retreate and lodging of falvation, becaule | 


that when finners fhall be called togiveaccount 
oftheir actions before God , when God fhall 
aske them, the reafon of their adminiftration,as 
that Lord inthe Gofpell , then the florreft and 
fafeft remedie , isto flye to his mercie , andto 
aske him forgivenefie. 


Salomon that wife King, counfelleth us to 


make a carcanet of mercie, to put it about our 
necke, and that iathis habit and ornament wee 
fhall make the accefle of heaven free to our 
felves, finding grace before God,and men: and 
indeed it is one of the moft pretious ftones,and 


that is fitto beaurificand adornre the crowne of 


perfection it felfe. 


Wee will therefore compare it to the Op-| 


pall ftone Zrévs , which reprefents the fame co- 
iours that appeare in the Raine-bowe, fo the 
mercifull makes all forts of graces and bleffings 
to fhine upon his forehead , and to appeare in 
his aétions ; this Oppall ftone Zrévs ts greene, 
red, and white, the greene colour reprefents 
unto us that Hope which we have to finde grace 
before the foveraigne Iudge of our foules and 
bodies 3 The red colour reprefents unto us the 
pure blood of Chrift, fhed upon the Croffe , to 
obraine this erace for us, fhe alfo denoteth unto 
us the redneffe of our finnes , according to the 
Prophets phrafe , Though our finnes were as redas 
fcarlet,they foall be made as white as fuowe, 14.31.18. 
and the white colour figureth unto us the divine 

juftice, 
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juftice, covered, and overcome by the white- 

nefle of his mercie , as it is noted in the Raine- 

bow, that his white colour covereth , and ex. | 
ceedeththe red if faire weather be to follow , | 
They marke befides that this Oppall eafeth the | 
paines and labours of women with childe, fo 
mercie lighteneth much the miferie and griefe | 
of the afflicted. | 


We will here make no difficulty to ufeia this | 
place the fabulous inventions of the Poers, fol- | 
lowing the example of Salome, who tooke of | 
Hiram (though a Pagan)all the wood,and ftones | 
needfull for the building of the temple. 

They ufually defcribe Mercury (the meffen- 
ger ofthe imaginary Gods) witha wand in his | 
hand, compofed of hornes of plenty, wreathed | 
with ferpents , they alfogive him wings, with | 
which he with incredible celerity , flyes whe- 
ther foever he is fene. 

Inthis fable wee fee a remarkable morall, | 

| whichis , that it isa fymboieof the Mercifull, | 
who quickly and without delay takes pitie of 
| the miferie of others, according to this axiome, 
noleffe common thentrue, Ba dat, qué cite dat, 
he giveth twice,that giveth {peedily, Secondly, | 
he lives in all plenty and abundance, becanfe, | 
| that God bleffeth him inall his goods , as the | 
| Pfalmifi {peaketh, Hee hath given largely tothe | 
| peore, hisrighteou(nelfe remaineth for ever, bus herne | 
| fhall be exalted in glory, and he {hal bave whereof to | 
| lend, al the dayes of bes life. Plal.r12.9. | 
| Theferpent ufeth once a yeare to caft off his . 
skinne, 


8 The reward of Mercie. 


skinne, to affume another, that thereby he may 
be more healthfull and faire; fo thofe who are 
mercifull leave, and caft off their wealth and 
fubftance, in favour of them that need it, that fo 

| they may appeare faire in the eye of the moft 
high, give your almes, and all things fhall bee 

| cleane vato you, putting offthe old man. 

But that we may walke in the facred pathes 
ofthe holy Scripture, fet uscompare Mercie to 
the Serpentine rod of Afofes, that faichfull fer- | | 
vant of God, for if this had done many miracles 
in Egypt, that hath doneas many wonders in the 
world: If this was called the finger of God, 
that is an excellent vertue, that maketh us come 

| neare to God ; but contrarily if the rod hath 
turned the watersinto blood, Meredeturneth the 
blood of wrath into the water of mildneffe, and 
man{uetude ; Ifthat hath caufed darkneffe, this 
bringeth light, if that wounds, this cures; In 
this they agree , thatas the one divided the red 
Sea,to deliver the people from Pharaohs flavery, 
fo the other maketh us paffe the red waters of 
Gods divine juftice, to fhunne the devils feizing 
of us, andto come to the Sanctuarie of cele. 

all goodneffe,according to the fenfe of the bea- 
titude defcribed inour Text, Bleffed are the mer- 
cifwll, for they fhall obtaine mercie, 

O happy and infinitely glorious (therefore) 
thallthofe be, thatufe mercie towards their af- 
fliéted brethren, who open the bofome of libe. | 
rality, and reach outthe hands of goodneffeand | 
compaffion, to draw them to them, there and 


thereby \ 
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thereby tofhelterthem, fromthe miferies and 
calamities that compaffe them about; forwhen 
the foveraigne Iudge of our foules and bodies, 
fhall come to keepe his Affifes , when hee I fay 
fhall come accompanied with thoufand milli: 
ons of Angels, who are the Heraulds and great 
Officers ot his divine luftice, when heaven and 
earth fhall thake before his face, when all the 
elements, and all the creatures together fhall 
quake for feare in his prefence , when hee fhall 
judge by an eternall decree the living and the 
dead, among all the moft grievous and notable 
reproaches whereunto the wicked fhall be fub- 
jet, that of cruelty fhall be the moft remark- 
able, he will not then fo muchtaxe them of ha- 
ving beene theeves, drunkards, murtherers,for- 
nicators , as of not having beene pittifull tothe 
poore and needie; Afath.25.4.2.Goe (will hefay) 
ye curfed intoeverlafing fire, prepared for the denill 
and his angels, for 1 was hungry, and ye gave me not 
to eate, I was thirftie, and ye gave me no drinke, was 
naked, and you cloathed me ust, Iwas inprifon, and | 
ye vilited me not. , | 
But contrariwife hee will alter-his voyce, 
when {peaking to his Eleé, with a fweet, {mi- 
ling, and gracious countenance, hee will pro- 
nounce this favourable fentence of congratula- 
tion, Math, 25.34. Come ye bleffed of my Father, | 
polfeffe the inheritance prepared for you before the 
foundation of the world , for Twas bungrie , and ye | 
gave wore to cate : I was thirflie, and you gavel 
| mee drinke: I was naked, and you have cloathed | 
C0 : | 
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mete: Iwas in prifon, and you have vifited mee. 

Theend, and center of the law of God , in 
the fecond Table , is this, how fhale love thy 
neighbours as thy felfe: in thefe few words , wee 
fee all the offices, all the duties, and all the fer- 
vices which we owe to our neighbour, to wit, 
to love him as we love our felves,fer as no man 
is fo unnatural (unleffe hee hath loft the ufe of 
reafon, and be ready to precipitate himfelfe tn- 
to defpaire) that would in his neede, for his 
good, refufe himfelfe any thing that fheuld be 
in his power: folikewife, let us reprefent to 
our felues, that our neighbour is our other felfe, 
and that to refufe him any needfull thing, yea, 
notto prevent him in his wants and incommo- 
dities, is a finne in him that is infeted with it, 
which makes him unworthy to be compared or 
placed among the Pagans and Infidels, for they 
helpe one another with alltheir might: but 
with a great deale of reafon and juftice we may 
fay,that he is farre worfe then a brure beaft, for 

wemay obferue and marke, that thofe of the 
| fame kinde helpe, and fuccour one another; As 
we read in Plixze, that when a great and heavic 
Elephant is fallen, being for his heavineile not 
able to rife,feeing {pecially they have no joynts 
in their legges , his fellowes doe then affemble 
and raife him up with their {nowts. 

It is noted , that when Stagges intend to 
fwimme over fome fwift River, they gather | 
themf{clues together ; and becaufe their heads 
laden wath fuch great hornes, would make them 


| finke, 
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finke , they lay them on the hinder parts rhe 
one of the other, and becaufe the foremoft hath 
no placeto leane hisupon , every one in his 


turne fupplieth that place, and what fhould wee | 


not doe although we had no naturall affection . 

would not the very beafts accufe us of crvelty, 

and barbaroufnefie, if being all to paffe toge- 

ther the vaft and deepe Ocean of this tempeftu- 
ous life,in hope once toarrive in the delightfull 

Haven of falvation, If, I fay, feeling our heads 

Jaden with fo many miferies, imperfections,and 

calamities, we did not mercifully affift and eafe 
one another , and {o wee fhould not accomplith 
the Apoftles command, faying , Beare ye one 
anothers burthens , that you may fulfill the law of 
Chrift. 

S‘. Chryfofleme with his golden mouth as his 
name importeth) tells us in generall, that all 
men reprefent unto us but one body, whereof 
the greateft and moft honourable are like the 
braine,theeyes, the mouth, and theeares, and 
that fo orderly according to their dignities,they 
poffeffe andtake their places and nevertheleffe, 
there isfo great an affinity betweene all thefe 
different members, that they all helpe and fuc- 
cour one another ; the eye helpeth the foot, and 
the foot ferveththe eye ; the mouth is fervice- 
able to the hand, and the hand to the mouth ; 
and befides, that experience teacheth us, that if 
there be the leaft ach in the head , the face be- 
commeth pale, the eyes often times flow with 
teares, and allche other members participate of | 
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her paines, according to the proverb , Quando 
caput dolet , cetera membra dolent, If the foot 
chance to tread upona thorne,and to be pricked 
by it, theeye though farre diftant feekes pres 
fently the place offended ; the backe ftoopes, 
the hands runne to the place , and al] the mem- 
bers in generall are attentive and carefull of the 
eafing hereof: Alas ! let us remember that wee | 
are members of the fame body , that wee owe | 
our helpe and affiftance one to another ; when. 
we fee any in affliction among us, let usnot ftay 
fo much to know the caufe of his griefe, but that 
we may runneto apply the remedy to it, and to 
helpe him out ofhis wants and incommodities, . 
and then by thefe ations we hall teftifie , that | 


| 


we are the children of God, who faith, Maté.10. 
42 .That if we give tothe poore, a glaffe of cold wa- 
ter in his name, bee will hold it as done to himfelfe, 
fo much doth hee delight in the holy and pious 
workes of mercie: Bleffed (faith hee) are the | 
merciful. 

Mercie is compared to a tree, planted in the 
fruitfull ground of the hearts of the faithfull, 
that is watered by the wholefome waters of 
bleflingand grace, which the holy Ghoft con- 
tinually diftilleth thereon, and upon which the 
Sunne of righteoufneffe continually fhineth,thac 
fo atall times he may beare abundantly the gra- 
cious and deleGable fruits of charity, compafii- 
on, and meekeneffe. 

This tree is divided into three branches, 

| which we fee is fet forth unto us, Lwke atanat® 
0 
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of the firft fheweth us, that wee muft not rafhly 
judge of our neighbour, but that wee judge of 
him charitably. 

The fecond teacheth us, that wee muft libe. 
rally diftribute , and difpofe of our faculties in 
favour of the needy, that thereby wee muft par- 
take of their mifcrie,and figh with them in their 
afflictions. 

The third and laft branch, is, to forgive our 
enemies , and caft away from us all defire of re- | 
venge. 

Saint Luke in the Chapter before cited, after | 
hee had exhorted us to bee mercifull , as our | 
heavenly Father is mercifull, divideth this mer- 
cieinto three kindes,as we havealready fhewed, 
faying, firlt, | 

1 Indge not, and ye fhall not bejudged, 

2 Give, andit fhallbe given unto you. 

3 Loveyour enemies, and ye fhall be the children 
of the moft high, for be w kinde unto the unkinde, and 
to thewicked. 

Letusa while attentively confider the three 
offices and duties of the mercifull, but rather 
let us practife them heartily, that we may be re- 
compenfed with the felicity promifed unto us. 

Bleffed are the mercifull, for they fhall ebtaine 
merese. 

The corruption of this age is come to that 
height , that it feemeththat the beft difcourfe 
thar men can finde, is to {peake ill of one, tode- 
traét from another, & to judge fo hardly of the 
beftactions,that one might think them voyd of 

2 reafon, | 
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reafon, and of the feare of God, and to be par- 
takers with the devill, in vexing and flandering 
the life of thofe, who are good examples to all, 
and the fubject of thank{giving to all them that 
 fearethe Lord ;eand therefore the holy Ghoft 
admonifheth us in this firft kinde of mercie not 
to be rafh in our judgements, leaft we fuffer the 
-paines, and incurre the rigours of Talions law. 

Mi xecve7e,ive un xoSa ze, J ndge wot, that ye be not 
jedged.Math.7.1. 

Wee muft then obferve thefe maximes in 
judging the actions of others , that ifthey be 
manifelly good , wee praife and imitate them,. 
that thofe that did them may be encouraged to 
continue,and that the wicked leaving their wic- 
ked wayes, may follow them , for examples 
move more then rules or precepts. 

If in all likelihood they may bee thought 
evill, nevertheleffe wee muft pradtife and con- 
ferreon them the works of charity,and conftrue 
them favourably , feeing that it is God alone 
who fearcheth the hearts , and wno trieth the 

'reynes and thoughts, and who is onely able to 
| judge of our good, or badintentions, fornow 
Satan transformeth himfelfe go an Angell of 
light, and hypocrites (his imitatours) doe fo 
perfectly counterfeit the juft , that it is altoge- 
ther impoffible to difcerne truth from falfhood, 
Satan hath made them fo deceiptfully crafty. | 
On the other fide, the juft doe fometimes 
‘commit aétions, which feeme to be evill , and 
notwithftanding are in themfelues very good, 
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though they doe not appeare to bee fuch , a5 
when Chrift was found alone {peaking with the 
Samaritane, but tc was toteach her the way of 
Salvation. 

When hee delighted in the kiffes of Mary | 
Magdalene,who was fo impudent in hez life,and | 
manners , in fo much that the Phar.fie that had | 
invited him was offended arit, yer the end and | 
the anfwer which Chrift gave them made them | 
thinke otherwifc,when {peaking to the Pharific, 
he faid, Joh, 11.2.12.3. Simon, feest than this wo- 
man ? I cateredinto thine houfe, and thou gavel? mee 
no water to walh my feete , bat {hee hath wafhed my 
feete with teares , and wiped them wuh the haires of 
ber head. Thou gaveft me vo kiffe , but flee fince the 
time L cance in hath not cealed to kiffe my tere, Thon 
diddest not annoint my head withoyle , but {hee hath 

| annointed my fete with preticus oyntnsint, Where. 
| fore 1 fay unto thee many finses are forgsven her, for 
| {hee loved much, to whom a little és for given, he aoth 
| love alutle, Ana be fatd unto ber, thy [imnes are fore 
| given thee, Luke 7.44,&c. 

Iefus Chrift(1akethis example more) did of- 
ren cat with Pablicans and finners , but it was 
purpofely to convert them, and yet the Scribes 
and Pharifies tharenvied him, did not interpret | 
it fo, for they called hima glutton, a wine bib- 
ber, a friend of Publicans and finners, Math.11. 
19. Behold how the beft and wholefomeft 
| meates are converted into ill humors by ill dif- 
| pofed ftomacks, whence comes the proverb, 
| Iétericts omnia videmur effe flavia,allthings feeme 
| yellow | 
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yellow to them that have the Iaundize, the wic- 
‘ked meafure other by themfelues , and thinke 
that all imitate them in doing ill, 

The fecond branch of this divine tree, is, 
Afh7e4 dSiceruvuiy, Give, and it fhall be given wn- 
to you, that is, that Iefus Chrift by thefe words 
exhorteth us, to diitribute freely, and liberally 
of our meanes to the poore, affuring us to hold 
it as done to himfelfe,and that he will repay ita 
thoufand fold untous, by giving us eternall life. 
Make you friends, faith hee, Luke 16.9. with the 
riches of iniquity, that when ye fhall want , they may 
receive youtnto everlafting habitations. 

Tefus Chrift Math. 19.21. {peakes thus toa 
young man,that asked him what he fhould doe 
to inherite eternall life,after he had bidden him 
keepe the commandemeants, he faith moreover 
unto him, Jf thou wilt be perfect , coe fell all that 
thou hajt, and give it to the pore, and thes then fhalt 
have treafure ia heaven. ; 

One of the chiefeft lawes which God com- 
manded and recommended to his people J/rael, 
was to bemercifull to the poore, and needy, as 
we reade Dent. 15.7. If one of thy brethren with 
thee be poore, within any of the gates of thy land, thea 
halt sos harden thine heart againft him, nor fhyt thy 
hand prom thy poore brother, but thou fhale open thine 
hand unto him , and {halt lend him fufficient to (u- 
flaine bis neods andwants, and let it not grieve thine | 
heart to give it unto him, for becan{eofthes the Lord | 
thy God|ball bleffe theein all thy works, andin all that 
show putteft thine band to. And Prow.28, 27. re 
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that giveth unto the poore fhali not lacke, but hee that 
bideth and fhusterh his eyes from bim, fhall have ma- 
nycurfes. . 

It isa wonder to fee and behold the admi- 
rable effects, and werkes of the Almighty, that 
which commonly makes thofe cto abound in 
wealth , that beftowe largely upon the poore, 
like a good fpring or fountaine, which the 
more itis empticd , the more it overflowes in 
the excellencie of her waters ; fothe more the 
fuithfuli gives to the poore , the more God 
fendeth his graces and bleflings upon his wealch, 
fo that the almes which hee gives are like feede 
fallen into good ground, which yeeldeth a hun- 
dred for one. | 

It is like a lictle piece of leavenamong a great 
deale of dowe, which raifeth, and maketh it to 
encreafe, and therefore the Wifeman exhorteth 
us,to give the firlt of our fruits to the poore,and 
that the reft will make our Barnes to overflow 
with plenty and abundance. 

The widdow of Sarephta,1 Kiags 17. making 
a Gake for the Prophet E/yah,with a little meale 
and fome few drops of oyle, which onely were 
left unto her in that extreame famine, defiring 
rather to obey the Prophet, then to fatisfie her | 
owne hunger, and that of her owne fonne: but 

how can we produce this example without ad- 
miring this her incomparable charity, to fee the 
love of her felfe, the naturall affeGtion fhee bare 
to her deare, onely, and welbeloved child, give: 
| place to the pittie and compaffion thee had of a; 
. D Stran-| 
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Stranger, for the Prophet asking her fome- : 
thing to eate, fhee anfwered, I have but a little | 
oyle, and a little meale, which my fonne andI 
willeate, and after wee fhall die, thewing uato | 

| us, that the hopes of recovering any elfe-where | 

, would be vaine, and yet mercie paflech through 
all thefe difficulties, fhee makes.a Cake for the , 
Prophet ; but where is the recompence ¢ it fol. 

| loweth immediatly , as the fhadow the body, | 
thacis, that during that cxtreame famine, fhee | 
wanted no meale , and her oyle was never | 
dried up. 

Mercifull effects are commonly followed by 
thofe which are miraculous ; as we have already | 

fhewed, and as we could yet more largely thew, | 
if wee did not feareto be too tedious ; butler 
us fee how God delighteth fo much in mercie, | 
that befides that hee rewardeth it in this world 
with many temporall bleffings , hee doth alfo | 
fhowre downe on the merciful, bis ¢ternall and 
{pirituall graces. 

Inthe 29. Chapter of Eccleftaiticns , Lay up: 
thy treafure according to the commandement. of the. 
wsoft high , and it fhall be snore profitable to thee then 
gold, fhut up mserciein thy Cabinets, and it will draw. 
thee ous of all affliction, the bannty of every one being | 
[hut up in hime, as ia a purfe [hall conferue his grace, 
ct the appleof theeye, and at the end will give the 
rewara unto cvery one, And Dan, 4. ThePro- 
phet fpeaketh thus to Nabuchadonofor the King, | 
Dai.4.27. O King, take my counfell, breakcoff thy 
fianes by inflice, and thy iniquities by being wine | 

; bis: 
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fall unto the poore. And Luke 11.41. Give almes of 
what you have , and behold all things {hall be cleane 
uBto you. | : 

But becaufe many fecke precautions , going 
about to practifethe workes of charity , I will 
give my opinion upon this matter, that is, that 
we mutt not be like Martha, curious to bee in- 
formed of fo many things, butas Iefus Chrift, 
before whom there ts no regard of perfons, but 
maketh his Sun equally to fhine both on the juft, 
and on the unjuft , and maketh his raine to fal] 
upon the good and bad, the Sunne fhineth as 
wellupon mud and dirt as upon Rofes on the 
valleyes, ason the mountaines; the raine fal- 
lech as well upon therocks and fands , 2s upon 
| the good and fertile ground: fo the mercifall 

wherefoever he feeth any calamity, he partaketh 
of it , and applieththe beft remedie to it that 
poflibly he can. 
~ Intentionis the levell and fquare wherewith 
| all our actions are meafured. It is the rule to 
meafure them; the touchftone to know their 
_value: Havens and Harbours receive as well 
the broken and torne pieces of a fhipwrack, asa 
greatand rich lading ina good veffell ; the earth 
which is the mother and cradle of all mortall 
men, receiveth equally Lazarws,and Dives, iris, 
and Cyrus, Diogenes,and Alexander, 

So the mercifull muft alwayes propofe this 
obje& to himfelfe, to obey Gods Commande- 
ment, in affifting the poore, and in comforting 

and confolating the afflicted, without fearching 
. D 2 further | 
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ls 
further if he be worthy ornot of your compafli- 
ons, if it be his lazineffe , or his folly that have 
made him miferable ; thefe things are not to be 
examined by you,it belongeth to God to judge |. 
of it, and to you to obey Gods holy erdi- 
nances. | 

Tefus Chrift being here on earth, exercifed 
his charity on all thofe that asked it of him: He | 
fed feverall times great multitudes: Hee healed 
the ficke: He madethe lame walke, the blinde 
fee, and that at the firft requeft, without further 
enquiring. : 

Mercte is the banke and haven of miferie, iff 
thou receive the unworthy, after thou fhalt en- 
tertaine the worthy : 4brabam making an Hof: | 
pitalf ofhis tent, received thercinall Strangers | 
indifferently that came to him, and in praétifing 
this courteous and bountifull, hofpitaliry, hee 
received Angels into his houfe: St. Paal/,Heb.1 3. 
biddeth us forget not hofpitality, for fomehave | 
lodged Angcls, notkaewing it. When toine ene- 
mie ts bunery,give hina to cate,ana to hina thataskerhy: 
give, faith Chrift. ) 

Saint Math. Chap. 4. The devill feeing that 
Chriftwas hungry , asked him 1f hee were the 
Sonne of Ged: you likewife when you feethe. 
\poore lanculfhing and ftarving at your doores, 
fuccour him quickly, and:aske him not if he be 
the child of God, if he bean honeft man and 
| worthy of your alines,becaufe that Chrift fuith,. 
Math.1o.41.He that receiveth a Prophet in the name | 
ofa Prophet, [hall receive a Prophets reward. | 


TT We 


a 


ng pp eee rasa ener ote tae 


The reward of Mercie. 


© tla lll 

The good Tobias finding any ofhis brethren 
lying dead inthe middeft of the ftreetes , ufed 
to rife from his bed,and Icft his meales to come 
and burie him. 

Lot ftayeth very late atthe gates of Sodome, 
to receive and cntertaine into his houfe poore 
Strangers, yea, defendeth them valiantly , and 
lovingly againft the Sodomites rage and vio- 
lence, 

From all thefe examples we muft draw this | 
wholefome do@rine, That there is novertue | 
that makes ts fo conformable and delightful! | 


to our heavenly Father, as Mercze, and therefore | 


that wee beare not wrongfully the title of the’ 


fonnes of God, letus extend our liberalities to | 


the poore; Letus give them checrefully, and : 
without grudging or enquiring,the firfwand bef 
of our almes deedes , let us not ftay to bee | 
troubled with their cries. 
The Ifraelitith women at the firft asking of 
Aaron difpoiled themfelues of their Rings, Car- 
canets , and Iewels to make that Idoll, the gol- 
den Calfe, Exod.32. and fhould wee beable to 
ftop oureares, and not to heare thofe pittifull 


en ga 


and lamentable cries of Chrift, {peaking by the | 
mouthes of the poore, ufe charity, giveand it 
fhall be given unto you: thofe almes or benefits 
whichare done either by importunity , or by 


force , or for fhame, deferue not the name.of |; 


Mercie: thinke you that it was a great favour 
which the wicked and malicious Iewes did to 
Chrift, togive him gall and yineger to drinke,. 
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in the agony ofhis Paffion, when hee pronoun- 
ced thefe grievous words ; Iam dry, thofe thar 
give almes for {pight, to be rid of the poore, for 
eriefe, or for flame, if they commit not an 
equall malice, they commita like offence. 

What then isthat Tyger , and Dragon-like 
courage, tempered in the water of eagernes,and } 


| cruelty, that 1s not penetrable to the fhot of 


thefe powerfull reafons, who is fo unnatural! as 

to behold with dry eyes a poore Chriftian lan- | 
guifhing for hunger, ftarved with cold, and full | 
of wounds, and doth not give him bread to ear, , 
calleth him not into his houfe to warme him | 
and that like the Samarirane , powreth not oyle: 


| into his wounds, what Adamaatine heart is:fo 


hardned, as not to open and cleave with griefe, 
at the object of fuch pittifull fpectacles, and 
fights. 

There be fome that take the Etymologie of | 


| Mifericordia , Mercie , from that it makes the | 


hearts of men miferable, by beholding the mi- | 
ferie of others , and that with as much truth, as 
reafon, for the truly mercifull feelethin him- | 
felfe all the miferies of others, which was it thae 
drew fo many teares out of Heraclites his eyes, | 
being able to behold nothing on earth, but | 
what was lamentably miferable. . | 
Saint Paslexhorteth us, Rom. 12.15. to weepe | 
with them that weepe , andto be of like affection ome 
towards another. 
Good Jeb in his complaints, Chap. 30. 25. 
| faid, Did nor I weepe with birs that was in tronble, 
~~ was 
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wes not my forvle in beavineffe far the poore ? 

It is one of the mo‘t pious and generous adi. 
ons of the foule, to take upon herthe affliGions | 
of others, andto eafe them of them: It is the | 

| facrifice che moft delightfull , with which the | 
| 


2 
ae 
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Lord is pleafed , they are Lcremiahs ragges, but |. 
‘ they draw us from the Cave of finne, from the | 
| pit of iniquity; itis the dry rock ofthe moun- | 
: taine of Horeb, from whence flowes aboundantly | 
, the wholefome waters of grace,and bleffing. 
| Ina word,it is-a Zacobs ladder, by the which 
| the Angels of confolations and divine favours 
' defcend upon us, by the which our faith, our 
love and affection afcend up to Chrift , who 
fNayeth for uson the top, to fay untous , Come 
ye bleffcd of my Father, inherit the Kingdeme prepa- 
red for you,before the foundation of the world, 

- And will not therefore our hope to heare 
thofe fwect and gracious words , oblige us to 
comfort and confolate the afflicted , and with 
our meancs to eafe and refrefh the poore and 
necdic,. fince thofe are aétions fo pleafing & ac- 
ceptable to God,that S.4ugu/?, faith, Thatcha- 
rity towards the poore,was a fecond Baptifme, 
becaufe,that as the water of bapti{me,is a facred 
figne unto us, thatthe fire of originall finne is 
ex inguifhed in our foules : fo pitie and com- ;. 
paffion of the affli¢ted, is an undoubted marke 
that God hath powred out thefacred waters of 
his grace and forgiveneffe , upon the burning: 
coales of our tran{greffions to quench them. 

Saint Chrylosteme calles it the friend of i | 
that 


etl eg BANA LIE Ae CEG AR eR I AS a 


23 


fc EPA IE EH OE 


Oe RRR a= e , 


prifoners at liberty , recalls the banifhed, and 
implores and obtaines grace for the condem- 
ned ; the hand of tne poore is the purfe of God, 

it is the Altar whereon wee leave our gifts, to 
goe and reconcile our felues to our eldeft bro- 
ther Iefus Chrift our Saviour, whom the wic- 
kedneffe of our finnes, did cruelly fixe and naile 
to the Croffe. 

Having fufficientiy confidered the two firft | 
branches of mercie, let us now behold the third | 
branch of this divine plant which Saint Luke 
hath perfcetly taught us,faying, “Apalrrere ¥8s Ex Spi 
Uuay xy irde fol uLieu. Love your enemies, aud ye 
Shall be the children of the moft high, Math. 5. 44. 
| £ek.6.27. Luk.3.24. for hee is kinde unto the 
| unkinde, and to theevill, And indeed this part 
of mercie doth greatly beautifie, and make glo- 
rious her bedy ; for her two fi fers, Pitie in gi- 
ving, and Compaffionin condoling,are aétions 
which humanity cannot refufe,cothe lamentable 
cries of the languifliing, to the fad and forrow- 
| full objeé&ts of poore and miferable men , but 
mutt move your hearts were they of ftecle, and 
draw teares from your eyes, though they were 
of marble. ! 

But-to forgive our enemies, is to vanquith | 
and overcome our felues,itisa nearer appreach- | 
ing to the divine nature, then to the humane. 

All Hiftories are full of charitable aQions | 
of men towards theirneighbours, and without 
i taktalg them out of Scripture , the examples are 
| thankes 


34 Fa. ).~«ST ie reward of Merci. =” of Mercie. Fa. )..t«CTie reward of Mercia. = 
that obtaineth of him all fhe asketh, fhee fetreth 


} 


see ee eee Fe ial 
a TS 


The reward of Mercie. 25 


(thankes be to God) ufually tobe feene , but to} 
forgive eur enemies, not to annoy them when 
it is in our power, isto be enlightned by the fa- 
cred prefence of the holy Ghoft, to be regene- 
rated by his grace, to bee fully poffeffed of 
mercy. 

Mofes (that great fervant of God) who had 

beheld him face to face, that had feene him 
practife this rare and excellent vertue, towards 
the people of J/rae/, falling into Idolatry ; Hee 
that had mediated for them , fpeaking to God 
after this manner: O Lord what will thy ene- 
mies fay, that thou haft brought thy people out 
of Egypt, by a ftrong hand and ftretched out 
arme, to kill them inthe wilderneffe, fecing 
that thou couldeft not bring them into the land 
which thou diddeft promife them, and himfelfe 
notwithf{tanding is carried away by this paffion 
of revenge, when hee made the earth open and 
{wallow vp alive Core, Dathan, and Abiram, 
with their families , though it bee not mentio- 
ned that they had participated in the murmu- 
ring of their heads; yea, he did not {pare Mary 
his owne fifter, whom he covered with lepro- 
fie. Neither is it to the purpofe to fay that it 
was in Gods caufe that hee ufed this revenge, 
: is vallable in putting Nadab and Abihw to | 
| 


——— 


death, becaufethey had violated the divine or- 
dinance; God forbid that I fhould excufe their | 
fault, but I defire onely to thew, that though | 
Mofes were fo holy aman, yet hee had fome’ 
touch of humane weakeneffe, 
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But in this circumftance what fhall wee fay 
of David, a man after Gods owne heart, that fo 
often curfeth his enemies, that giveth charge to 
Salomon his fonne, to revenge him of the injus 
ries,and curfes which Shimbz had {poken againft 
him, as he fled from before Ab/alons. 

What greater Prophet then El/yah , never= 
thelefle becaufe two of Achaztas Captaines 
were gone to feeke him to take him, and bring 
| him to the King, ashee had commanded them, 

) he made the fire fall downe from heaven,which 
confumed them withtheir fifties. 

And the Apoftles themfelues having not. 
beene well received in a certaine place, faidto 
Chrift, Wilt thou that we make fire fall trom beaucn, 
upon that Citic ? but lefus diverted and hindered 
them. | 

Wee produce all thefe examples not to imi- 
tate, but to fhunne them , andthereby to make 
it appeare that wee muft not revenge our felues 
when weecan doe it, but rather to doe goodto 
‘| owr enemics,’ when they have done us hurt, is |. 

to make our felues perfect in this excellent ver- 
tue of Mercy. It is to becom conformable to the 
Saviour and Redeemer of our foules,, who fee- 
ing and feeling the horrible cruelties of the 
Iewes againit him, hearing the blafphemics 
whichthey pronounced againft his divine Mae 
jeftic , notwithftanding in ftead of revenging 
himfelfe, he prayeth his Father, and crieth out 
thus, Father forgive them , for they know not what | 
they dot. 
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That which made Saint Stephens martirdome|_ 


the more honourable , is that in the middeft of 
his torments, among a fearefull fhower of haile 
of {tones caft againft him, hee defircth not God. 
to puaith his tormentours, but rather being pof- 
fefled with the fpirit of mercie,and meekeneffe, 
he prayeth to God forthem , herein imitating 
his good and bleffed Mafter Iefus Chrift , fay- 
ing, Lord impute not this finne antothem, As wee 
read Ads 7.60. 

If Mofes in the precedent examples hath bin 
{eene fomething too much defirous of revenge, 
wemay alfo reade,thar many times he hath for- 
given thofe that had offended him,yea and hath 
mediated and prayed to God for them, teaft hee 
fhould have revenged them. 

David having received innumerable offences 
jand wrongs of Sa#/, notwithftanding finding 
him wearie inthe Cave, having him in his bed 
at his difcretion, he forgave him all the injuries 
and harmes he had made him fuffer, faying on- 
ly, The Lord  ajaft Iudge, that will avenge meeoz 
mine enemes, and will render unto me after the inte- 
grity of my heart. 

The Apoftles indeed fuffered themfelues to 
be carried away by this {weer defire and appe- 
tite of revenge, when they would make fire fall 
from heaven upon that Towne, that had offen. 
dedthem , but it was becaufe they were fra le 
and weake men,like us when they fell into theic | 
faults and errours, but they were foonere stificd | 


and raifed up againe by the grace of the holy! 
Es 


Ghoft ; 
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Ghoft ; fo that at length when any gave them 
injuries, they rendered none againe, they were 
whipped and ftoned, they were caft into prifon, 
and yet they bleffed , and prayed for them that 
did ic , and fought by all meanes to Preach the 
Gofpell unto them, and to fhew them the way 
of falvation: thefe fecond examples wee muft 
follow, that we may appeare to be the children 
of God, Difciples of Chrift, and imitatours of 
his Apoftles. 

‘This noble and godly action of forgivirg 
our enemies; we mult praciife , firftifwe defire 
that God fhall acknowledge us for his children, 
we muft {trive to be like him who is the foun- 
taine of forgiveneffe, who is meekenefle and 
curtefie it felfe , and nothing burt mercie: Se- 
condly, wee muft pardon others, if wee defire 
that God fhall forgive us, fince that is conditio- 
nall, which wee aske him , Lord forgive ws our | 
tre{paffes,as we forgive thems that trefpaffe againft ney | 
Now if we doe not forgive men their trefpaffes, 
no more will our heavenly Father forgive us. 
Math.6.15.For with the fame meafure that we meie, 
it [hall be allo meafured uate us againe, 

And that which muft the more oblige us to 
put off the infected and poyfonfome coate of 
cruelty andrevenge , fince it is an abomination 
to God, which he hath prohibited us in fo ma- 
ny places of Scripture; as Proverb.20. 22. Say 
not thou, Lwill recompence evil, but waite upon the 
Lord, and bee fhall fave thee, And Rom. 12.19. 
Dearely beloved avenge mot your felues , but give| 


' 


place: 
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place unto wrath , for it is written, Venzeance i 
mine, Iwill repay, (aith the Lord : if then thy ene- 


mie be hungrie, give him to cate, if hee be thirftie, | 


give him drinke, for in [odotnz, thou fhalt beape ! 
burning coales upon bis bead, And Ecclus28, The 
Lord will be avenzed of him that revengeth hin- 

felfe, and hee will keepe carefully his faults for him : | 
forgive thy neighbour his mifdeedes , and when thon | 
halt pray , thy finnes fhall be forgiven thee. Shall | 
man keepe his wrath againft man, and asketo | 
be cured by the Lord, he will not take pitie of | 
man liketo himfelfe , and will aske pardon of | 
his finnes ; fince he that is but flefh keepeth his | 
wrath , and asketh forgivenefle to God, who | 
fhall obliterateand blot out his finnes ¢ | 


° ° « $ 
It.is a common faying and proverb, There is | 


nothing fo {weet as revenge ; but for my part I 
cannot perceive this fweetnefle, unleffe it bee | 
compared to a well fcowred blade of a {word, | 
that pierceth and paffeth througheafily , but at 
the fame time take:h away our lives,as the Bees | 
that leave their fting where they ftrike,and with | 
it their life, Aninafq, ia vulnere ponuat, fo when | 
we revenge our {elues, we leave the fting of our | 
wrath in the wounds of our enemie ; but wee | 
| doe not confider (fo blinde are we) that withall 
| we thereby wound our foules to death. 
Helisderus tells us of one that faid , That 
death would be fweet and welcometo him, if 
he knew that his enemie fhould alfo die, andof | 
another iealous woman that cryed out, O how 
delightfull would death be to mec, ifI could 
EB 3 fall | 
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~ | fall dead upon the dead bodie of my rivall. 
Plutarch faith very well, That of all the wild 

beafts , there is none fo favage and cruell, asa 
man that hath the liberty and power to execute 
his revenge, But if wee confider it diligently, 
we fhall fee, that this impatience, and not to be 
able to beare an injurie, is a great infirmitie and 
weakeneffe; but as noble hearts, and generous, 

| and magnanimous foules , doe‘fcorne and de- 

{pife wrongs, fo doe they alfo forgive, and for- 

getall kindes of revenge. 

Pericles of all the actions of his life,efteemed 
this the moft remarkable, that hee had never | 
| revenged himfelfe , for any wrong done unto 
hin. oo i 

And Péoecion being put to death unjuftly, 
feeling the effects of that mortall Hemlock, to 
| bring him neareto the laft period of his life, re- 
commended nothing fo much to his fonne as 
| this, that he fhould forget the memorie of this 
: offence, and that he fhauld never feeke to be re- 

venged for it, that in medling with it, he would 
| ftay the gods ftom taking in hand the juftice of 
| his caufe, who would queftionleffe revenge him 
of this offence. 

Let us ufe the fame Doctrine , though com- 
ming from the prophane mouth ofa Pagan,they 
are neverthelefie of infallible truch , as a Dia- 
mond loofeth nothing of his value , though it 
bein the dirt : Ict us then practife it, and let us 
remember, that whileft we defire to punifh our 
enemies, wee doe thema great favour, and are 

reveng'd 
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reveng’d of-our felues , for the offence which 


they have done unto us, which would deferue 

a farre more rigorous labour if wee Icft it to | 
God ; but hee feeing that wee will neither re- 
ferre itto his juftice , nor to his commaunde- | 
ments, nor to his promifes, being unwilling to. 
endure acompanion inany of his works, hee 
{uffereth usto try our uttermoft, which is moft 
commonly the caufe of our ruine. | 

Let us then breake off this difcourfe, which | 
would never end, if wee fhould pun@ually foi- 
low it; and let us remember that revenge is our 
Mafters owne difh,which none cantouch with. | 
out incurring his indignation: And let us (imi- | 
tating our heavenly Father) forgive our ene- | 
maies, for if hee fhould take revenge of all the | 
offences which wee at every moment commit: 
againft his facred Majeftic, hee would then re- | 
duce usto that nothing from whence we came, 
or would infli& upon us eternall paines and pu- 
nifhments , fince the leaft offence committed 
againft an infinite goodneffe , deferveth an infi- | 
nite paine and torment. Let us then follow | 
Saint Lakes admonition , Be merciful, as your | 
heavenly Father merciful ; and prefently after. 
wee fhall hearethat bleffed recompence, which | 
we fhall receive for it, to wit, Bleffed areshe mer. | 
cifull, for they {hall obtaine mercie. 

Wee have already thewed how God recom- | 
penfech the mercifull, yea.in this life, with blef= 
fings, favours, aad graces, {pirituall, and rem 
porall, giving wito them a hundred times toa] | 
then ' 
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then they have given to the poore, and giving 
them confolation intheir diftreffe, as they alfo 
have fuffered with their neighbour in his affli- 
ction: But let usconfider the third fruit of cha- 
| ritable workes , which is the higheft degree of | 
honour, unto which the mercifull fhall afcend, | 
| eo wit, eternall blefledneffe, and withall we will 
‘alfo examine the caufe’, wherefore the faithfull 
| receive graces {pirituall,temporall, and eternall, 
|which doeth clearely enough appeare in our 
Text, Bleffed arethe mercifull, for they fhall obtaine 
Mercere. 
| The onely and perfeé felicity of man both 
in this lifeand in that tocome , confifteth fim- 
_ply and foly in the poffeffion of the favour of 
God, which the wicked, cruell, and impious 
fhall never be partakers of ; but only the Saints, 
the bountifull, and mercifull fhall pitch their 
tents there ; the reafon why the one are put 
backe from this infinite good , and that the 
others fhall bee received and cherifhed therein 
for ever is, becaufe the firft have lived in cruel- 
tie, rigour, and tyrannie, and fhall therefore be 
thus punifhed ; but the fecond having beene 
sracious, bountifu'l, and meeke, they fhall ob- 
taine mercy,according to that faying of Chrift, 
With what meafure you mete , it fhall bee mealured 
unto you Againe. 

Inthefe words to obtaine mercie, wee have 
many very remarkable circumftances, for God 
will thew himfelfe fuch unto ns, as wee fhall 
fhew our felues to our neighbours , ifwee give 
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acrumme of bread to the poore languifhing at 
our doores, hee will call us into his royall Pa!- 
lace , hee will make us fat downe at his Table, | 
he will fill us with the dainties of his houfejand 
will make us drinke abundantly in the river of 
| his delights, if wee beare with griefe our neigh- 
| bours affliction, if wee dreffe his wounds, and | 
'powre oyle onthem; hee will comfort us in | 
_ourforrowes, hee will wipe off the teares from 
-oureyes , and will fill our hearts with joy and 
'gladneffe, if wee forgive oumrethren their of- 
| fences, when either maliciowfly , or through 
infirmity they have offended us, hee promifeth 
and affureth us , to be fo bountifulland merci- 
fulltous , that hee will drive our finnes away 
from before his face ; hee will {catter our mif- 
deedes like a cloud difperfed by the parching 
beames of the Sunnc , aad inthis part fhall wee 
finde the center where the fulneffe of out felici- 
tie reftethand refideth. 
This forgivenefle of our finnes is,that which 
covereth us from the divine juftice, that giveth 
into our hands the fhield ofaffurance, which is 
impenctrable by the revenging fhot of his juft 
judgements, that maketh us walke voyd of feare 
towards the throne of grace, and that without 
the leaft doubting,for fince God is with us,who 
 fhall be againft us ¢ fhall the world , why itis | 
vanquifhed ? fhall hell, why it is fettered and | 
fhackled’ Shall death, why it is dead? fhall; 

finne , why it is prevented and pardoned ¢ Fi- 
nally, fhall the ficth, why it is crucified? Wee] 
F may | 


33 


Re PE a NIT SI LO TOE IE OC 


1 


| 


34 


The reward of Mercie. | 


Ae 4 ee 
may therefore fay and conclude with the Apo- | 
file Saint Paul, O death where i thy fling , O hel 
where #5 thy vittory ? now thanks be to God that bath 
given us vittory through his Sonne Ie{us Chrift. 
From this word obtaine, wee willalfo derive | 
and draw this remarkable dotrine,. for he pre- | 
fuppofeth asking , feeing wee cannot obtaine a | 
thing before wee. have demaunded it, which : 
teacheth us our duties towards God , acknow- 
ledging our felues poore, weake,and miferable, 
both in body andgoule, fubjeét in body tothou- 
fands of ficknefles, weaknefles, and neceffities, 
troubled in minde with a world of bufineffe, 
crofles, and affli€tions, and fo laden in foule 
with fianes, mifdeedes, and iniquities,that they 
are more in number then the fand that is on the. 
Sea fhore; Butthe onely remedy to thefe fick- 
nefies is, to have our recourfe to Gods metcie, 
which is the facred anchor of our hopes , the 
haven of our falvation,and the eternal] refiderice | 
of our incomparable, and incomprehenfible fe- 
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licities.. | 1 a 
And letus hold for certaine and infallible, | 
that wee fhall never bee refufed by his facred 
goodnefle, which calleth out aloud’ unto us, 
Math.11.28. Come suto me ail ye that.are troubled, 
and heavie laden, and I willeafeyou.: take my yoake 
upon.yort, for itis light , audye fhall finde reft to-your 
feules ; his yoake is nothing elfe, but the affligti- 
on, weakenefic, and neceffity of the poore, that 
| 1s the yoake he commandeth usto.beare, that is 
| to fay, we mult take off the loade of mifery and 
calamity | 
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calamity from the poore, to lade it upon our 
owne fhoulders, and wee fhall finde that his 
yoake is eatic, and his burthen light, becaufe he 
will then augment our ftrength , and will make 
us foableto beare it, that we fliould be forrow- 
full ever to cat itoffagaine. 

As a King findeth the waicht ofa crowne 
but {mall,swhen it is upon his head , by reafon 
of the wealth, honour, and power that follow 
the heavineffe of this burthen, as hee would ne. 
ver leave his Kingdome, his power, and his 
Empire, for the watght of a Scepter, fecing they 
make him honourable to his Subje@ts, and fea- 
red of Strangers, fo that faithfull man which 
hath compaffed and environed his forehead 
with the crowne of love to his neighbour, thar 
hath adorned his hand with the Scepter of cha- 
rity, tothe needy, and miferable, hee without 
doubt fhall finde reft in his foule, which is the 
fulneffe of all felicity. 

Now fince fuch great and admirable cleats, 

' fince fo excellent profits and advantages, pro- 
ceede from our mercie, charity, and bounty to 
out neighbour , fince in the pra@tife of it, wee 
finde our felicity , which confifteth in the love 
which God beareth unto us, in the confirmati- 
on of the pardon for'our offences ; fince againe 
God affureth us, that the charity which we give 
and exercife to our neighbours, hee willaccept 
as dorie to himfelfe: alas, who would be fo {a- 
vage, and hardened with rigour ; who would 


be fo defiled with ingratitude , that having re-| 
cred ow 
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ceived favours from a King,weuld yet refufe to 
obey him , and to ferue him with allhis pow- 
er, fhould not hee be worthy of the greateft 


have ever beene imagined ,; would not the hea- 
ven, the elements and all the creatures together 
rife up in judgement, toaske punifhment for fo _ 
erievousacrime ; fince it is moft true, that in- 
gratitude is the bafeftand damnablett vice, that : 
can infeét the foule of man... 
Let us remember that tve have nothing but 
what we haue received of our heavenly Father: | 
and if wee have received it from his favourable | 
cand fatherly hand, why fhould wee be fo un- | 

gratefull, as torefufe him a {mall portion of it, 
i when hee asketh for it: Now, and aeall times | 
| when we heare and fee the poore praying, and | 
‘crying untous ia the ftreeres, orat our doores, | 
| it is the voyce of God himfelfe , that calleth us. 
to acknowledge his benefits, as often as wee fee 
one affli&ed thar asketh us helpe, and confola- 
tion; letusrunnetohim, and give him occa- 
fion of joy, and gladneffe, for it is Chrift him: 
felfe which was comforted by an Angell in‘the 
Garden, when prayingto God his Father, hee 
fwexed drops of blood, which made him pro- 
nounce thefe lamentable words’, fe full of 

gricfe; Aty fowle pull of forrew eves unto death, 

When we have bin offended by our ncigh- 
bour, aad that he will caft hinafelfe ar our feere, 
to aske us forgiveneffe , ler us _noz -befuch ty- 
gers,and fo unnaturall, as te refuft hin his res 
; queft,) 
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queft , remembring that itis a condition need- 

full to obtaine the pardon for our owne finnes, 

which wee fhall never obtaine , untill wee have | 
firft forgiven our brethren their offences : but 
let'us follow the example of our heavenly Fae | 
ther, who faith, That at what tine fo ever a finner 
repenteth him of bis finnes , he will put away bus wice 
kedneffe out of his remsembrance. 

* And when wee muft appeare before the ter- | 
rible and dreadfull Throne of the Soveraigne 
ludge, when wee fhall be called toa ftri@ ac- 
count for the talents and adminiftration which | 
hath beene committed to our charge by our. 
heavenly Mafter: let us then I fay follow the 


| 


| example of that wife Steward, let us make our | 
| felues friends with the riches of iniquity; let us | 
fill the hand of the poore, which is the Akar | 
of God, upon the which hec affectionatly _re- | 
ceiveth the Incenfe of our prayers, as a delight. 
full and pleafing Sacrifice, tothe glory of his 
holy name. a. Pe + 
Then I fay , fhall wee heare that fweer and 


{ 
| 
| 
heavenly voyce of the Saviour of our foules, | 
| 
i 


{peaking gracioufly to us after this manner: 
Come ye bleffed of wy Father, inherit she, Kivgdome 
prepared for you, before the foundation of the wo ld, 


Amen, ABH. 
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fhe Prayer. 


| O Lord God, full of mercy and compaffion, 
| O favourable Father , that art the foun- 
|taine of pardon and remiffton, and the refuge of 
sil that truely repent, who defireft not the 
death ofa finner, but rather that hee may turne 
from his wickedneffe and live; wee thy poore 
and miferable creatures, who by the weaknes of | 
our ficfh,by the malice of our mindes,& by our 
owne vitious inclination to follow illexamples, 
have provoked thee to make thy wrath and in- 
dignation fall upon our finfull heads; we have 
many wayes and times by our tran{greffions 
incited thee, to caft upon our finfull foules the 
thunderbolts of thy judgements, we have made 
finne our delight,and iniquity the height of our 
\ happineffe. Thy juice did cry and runne af- 
terus, likea roaring and ravening Lyon {ceking 
todevoure us, thy judgements were ready to 
caft our bodies and foules into Hell,but that the 
excellent ereatneffe of thy mercie, (O bountus 
| fulland gracious Father) hath interpofed her | 
| felfe, and hath not permitted that we fhould be 
| caft downe into the depth of eterdall death and 
condemnation 5 thy hand (O {weet Saviour) 
hath upheld us , and thy clemencie (O our Re- 
deemer) hath perfectly delivered us: therefore 
(O gracious Father) feeing thou haft preferued 
us from evill, conferuc us ftill in good things, 
receive(if fuch be thy good pleafure)the incenfe 
een, 
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of our prayers , our facrifice of thankefgiving, 

which wee moft humbly offer upon the facred 
Alar of thy divine compaffions.. Pot up our 
teares into thy bortels , accept our contrite | 
hearts broken with griefe, to have offended. 
thee,for a pleafing Sacrifice: receive our griefes | 
and difpleafures for thy {atisfaction, and behold | 
thy Sonne, thy onely, thy welbeloved Sonne, 
his head pricked with thornes , for our finnes, 
his hands, his fides, and his feete pierced with 
Lances, andnayles for our iniquities, for his | 
torments fake, for his paines, and for his deaths | 
fake, reftoreus unto life , forgive us our finnes, | 
(O great God) blot ont our iniquities , that fo | 
following thy example , wee may doe the like | 
to tliem that have offended us; change inus | 
our hard hearts, and makethem gentle and cafie | 
to pardon and forgive ; and fuffer not our foulcs | 
to be defiled, and infeed with the venome of | | 
revenge: but that leaving it unto thee, we may 
thinke of nothing elfe but to be obedient unto | 

thee, bleffing thofe that curfe us, fpeaking well 

of thofe that {launder us, and praying for thofe 
that perfecute us. : 
O good God, kindle in our foules an holy | 
love towards our affi@ed brethren, that wee 
may partake with them imtheir affliGions, and , 
fo eafe them that they may the better beare that | 
burthea,which thou haftimpofeduponthem. | 
We moft humbly befeech thee alfo(O good | 
Saviour) to give us charitable hearts, and full | 

of compaffion to helpe the poore in their neede, 
remem. | 
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remembring that they are our brethren , that 
thou art the Father of us all, and that we are the 
children of the fame mother, that a glaffe of 
' cold water onely given unto them , is ofan in- 
| eftimable price before thee, becaufe thou ac. 
cepteft of it as willingly, and recompenfeftit as | 
largely, as if ichad beene given to thy felfe, | 
make us underftand and know thatthouart the | 
| King and great Mafter of the world, that al! 
that is therein juftly belongeth unto thee, that | 


{ 


‘| wee are but thy Stewards , to difpofe of thy 


goods, tothem of thy houthold , to wit, the 
poore, who as well as we have that honour to 
belong to thy houfe, to bethy fervants, yea to 
beare the name of thy children , that when it 
'fhall pleafe thee to call us to account, wee ma 
bee found to have ufed with profit the talent 
committed unto us: and that it may pleafe thine 
infinite goodnefle,not for our fakes, but through | 
thy mercy, for thy welbeloved Sonnes fake, to 

call us good:and faithfull fervants , andto 

make us enter into our Mafters joy, 
which is the heavenly Teru- 
falem. Amen, 
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THE PRAISE 
OF PVRITIE. | 


MATH. 5. 8. 


“Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they [hall 
Jee God. 


N- the holy.and facred 
Temple of wife King Sa- 
lomon , there were three 
things chiefely confide- 
rable, that is, 1. Thebo- 
hexs dy of the temple wherero 
z NG) the people came. 2. The 
holy place appointed for 
the Levites, and thofe that miniftred at. the Sa- 
crifices. And 3. the Sanctum Sanctorum , or the 
moft holy place,confecrated for the Arke of the 


Lord, who had appointed it for: his ordinarie | 


dwelling and refidence, wherein he commonly 
appeared, in the forme of a darke clowd, out of 
which 
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which were heard, the divine Oracles, and the 
irrevocable fentences of his facred judgements. 
It was a place whereinto none (upon paine of 
death) could come, except the high Prieft, and 
that but onely once every yeare, and yet with 
many precautions, andcircumftances, for hee 
was firftto purifie himfelfe, to wath his body, 
and to change his cloathes, before he appeared 
inthe terrible and fearefull prefence of the li- 
ving God. 

By this faire and meruailous Temple of King 
Salomon, is lively reprefented untous the world, 
adorned, and diverfified with fo many faire and 


-~ 


By the Body of the Temple, where the chil- 
dren of Jfrael heard the reading of the law of 
God, his Spoufe the Caurch is naturally deno- 
ted and figured unto us. , 

Ey the holy place,whereunto came onelythe 
Levites, and thofe which miniftred at the Sa- 
crifices, are fignified unto us, the Miniffers of she 
word of God, who are chofenand puta part in his 
Church, to be Heraulds, and Embaffadours of 
his holy will,offering the ordinary Sacrifices of 
prayer and thank{giving, whichare his déle@a- 
ble and wellaccepted fervice. 

By the Sanctum Sanitorum, orthe moft holy 
place,is truly figured unto us Heaven; for,as the 
high Prieft entred not into that place, before he 
had firft purified, & wathed himfelfe according 
to the Divineordinance : fo the faithfull cannot 
enter into heaven, untill hee hath firft divefted 

finne, 
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finne,and be covered with the cloake of Iuttice, 
holineffe,and innocencic ; therfore Iefus Chrift 
himfelfe declareth the fame thing unto us with 
his owne facred mouth, faying, 

Bleffed are the pure in heart, for they foall fee 
GOD, 


The Prophet Devid exoreffeth exceeding 


well the fame words, in the 15. Pfaime, faying, 
Lord, who fhall abide in thy Tabernacl: ? who fhah 
dwell in thy holy brill ? he that walkerh sprightly and 
worketh richteou/neffe , and {peaketh the truth in hes 
heart. 

Andin the 24. Plalwe, Who [hall afcend into the 
hill of the Lord: andwho fhadl flandin bis holy place? 
hee that hath cleane hands, and a pure heart . who 
hath not lifted up his foule unto vamity , wor fivor ne 
decestfully, Hee fhall recerve the blefing from the 
Lord, and rightcoufneffe from the God of hw fal. 
vation, 

And in the 33. Chap. of J/aiab ver. 14. Who 
among us [hall dwell with the devouring fire ¢ who 
among ft us [hall dwell with everlafting burnings ° 
He that welkech rizhteoufly, and fpeaketh uprighily : 
he that defpiferh the gaine of vpprefstous, that fkakerh 
his hanas from receiving of bribes; that floppeth his 
eares from hearing of blooa,and |hustesh his eyes froms 
feeiugevill, He fhall dwell on high : bis place of de- 
fence Jhali be the munitions of rockes, bread [hall be 
given hima, his waters hall be fare. His eyes fhall fee 


the King in bes beauty ; they [ball bebold the land that 


is very farve off. 
O what admirable places ; how many faire 
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and rare premifes, doe all thefe Prophets make 
to the faichfull, who fhall keepe-his heart from 
fimne, and his hands from iniquity ; and Iefus. 
Chrift himfelfe commeth after to confirme 
their teftimonie, and to ratifie their words, fay- 
ing in this place, 
Bleffed are the pure in heart , for they fhall fee 
GOD, : ; 
Words very energeticall, and fignificant,as if | 
| hee had faid, Dearely beloved, the onely and" 
perfect way to poffeffe all happineffe , all plea- 
fures, and all the advantages that you can wifh ;- 
and ina word, to enjoy erernall felicity, to con- 
template face to face Gods divine Majettie, 
wherein confifteth the fulneffe of happineffe, 
and all contentment, following the ferpents ex- 
ample, to caft off the olde skinne, that is, ¢o pull 
off the olde coate of finne, infected with the le- 
profie of iniquity , to fly and efchew evill, to 
embrace good, to hate vice, and perfectly to | 
love vertue , which is the true way to heaven, 
to the/poteffion of heavenly graces; and ina 
word , tothe fulnefle and perfection of all true 


_}happinefle. 


Bleffed are then the pure in heart , fer they (balt 


~| fee God, 


Now toenter into a more particular expli- 
cation of thefe words, we will divide them in-- 
totwo principall parts,and will confider, 1.who 
are the pure in heart. And fecondly, the caufe 
why they are bleffed. 

The royall Prophet David in the 15. Pfalme, 

defcribeth 
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‘defcribeth perfectly unto ws thofe that are pure 

in heart, They are thoje, faith hee, that lye not, and 
whe sve uprightly , they who backbite not with their 
sengnes, mor docevih to their neighbours, and ia 
whofe eyes a-vile perfon is contemned , but they ho- | 
nour thems that frare the Lord : they that fweare to 
their owne burt, and change not: they that put not | 
out their monty to nfurie , nor take bribes or reward 
againft the innocent, 

This:is.a very faire, true;and ample defcrip. | 
tion of the Righteous man, who hatha rure | 
heart, that is, who hath his confcience pure and | 
juft, and who lives in integrity, juftice, and in- 
nocencie. | 

For this word 4eart, is not here to be under- | 
ftood or taken for the material! & carnal] hearr, 
placed in our breafts, which isthe fountaine and 
beginning of life, the firft living, the laft dying 
lin man, but for the foule that keepeth there her 
| ordinary. Seffions , as we commonly fay that is 
corne; by fhowing onely the facks that hold it . | 
| there is the Kings Treafure, by fhewing oncly | 

the Exchequer Cnamber where it is kept , the 
| place containing being called and taken by the 
| name of the thing contained : fo muft we under- 
) ftand a pure heart to bee taken for the conf{ci- 
| ence, which therein makes her refidence. 

Where at the firft fight we finde athing ve- | 

ry. remarkable, and worthy our confideration, | 
that to wit , that finne being as it were a black | 
and venomous Inke, or an infectsd and corrup- 
ted poyfon , as foone as it comes neare our 

c 3 hearts, 
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hearts, the feate of our foules, ivdefileth, inte- |: 
Geth, and makes them fo ftinking, that God 
cannot endure them before his face,fo much ab- 
horreth he the very fent and fmell of fin, and fe 
much the very object of iniquity is noyfome 
and troublefometo him. , 
Now lefus Chrift knowing that man brought 
into the world from his mothers wombe with 
life, che caufe of death, thar is, originall finne, 
curied (inne, a difaftrous blade or ftalke, which 
like the wilde and evill plants cafteth continu- 
ally forth fo many young {prigges, which doth 
fo people and ftore the field of our foules, that 
in the end in ftead of a Garden of Eaen ; where 
Godtooke pleafureto walke, in ftead ofa de- 
lishtfull River, where the Angels bathed, it be 
comes a hideous and dreadfull wildernefie, 
where the devilsand wicked fpirits keepe their 
Sabaths , and criminal! Affifes and Seffions, a 
filthy finke, where wicked and impious men 
like Hogges continually wallowe: And there: 
fore Tefus Chrift (I fay)to bring his Apoftles to 
perfection, and to put them and allthe faithful 
in the way to heaven, he exhorts them to keepe 
their hearts pure, cleane, and naked from all 
| finne, filchineffe, and iniquity, to extirpate the 
thiftles, & bryers from the fields of their foules, 
to plow and till it carefully, with the fhare and 
harrow of contrition and repentance for their 
finnes: Ina word, to make itaground fit, and 
fruitfull to receive the holy feed of the word of 
life, and to make tc beare fruites to immortality 
land erernall life. As 
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As men would bee curious to fiweepe and 
cleanfe a houfe, wherein a King refolucs for a 
while to be refident, and may juftlyaccu’e him | 
of imprudenceand impudence, who having ad- ! 

‘vice and notice of his comming, would nor 
make haft to perfume it » toadorne, and enrich , 
it with the faireft furniture, to cmbellith it with | 
all the rarities and moft pretious jewels they 
could recover: So, alas ! the hearts ofthe faith. ; 
full are nothing elfe but the houfe of God, the 

| glorious throne of his beloved Sonne, andthe | 

| tabernacle which the holy Ghoft hath chofen 

for his habitation, where is then that heart of 

| ftone, that foule fo bafe , and obftinately refol- 
vedto bee lot, that knowing the happy and | 

'moft honourable arrivall of the great King of 

| Kings, of the three divine perfons , of the in- | 
effableand incomprehenfible Trinity,and trine- | 
unity, doth not {weepe and cleanfe the houfe | 
of his heart, and doth not purifteit from all | 


dirt and filchinefle, who I fay will not adorne it | 


with the richeft treaftires, and withtherich or- | 
|_naments that holineffe, jaftice, and innocencie 
| abundantly affords ; purpofely to receive with 
honour and reverence fo magnificent a King, | 
who prornifethus to. come unto us, when hec | 
faith inthe w4..Cnap. of Saint lobm, Tf a man 
love me, he wil keepe my words, axa my Father will | 
love him, andwe will come tnunto him, and make | 
our abode with hin, | 
Our good Matter Yefus Chrift (che Saviour | 
of our fvules) teacheth us in the 22. Chap of 


Saint 
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Saire Mathew , how much and how dearely 
purenefle is accepta le before him, faying,7 42s 
the Kingdome of heaven es like a certatne King wh:ch 
made amarriage for hisfonne , and having tnvsid 
many, the banguetting roome was filled, and the 
King himfelfe being come in to fee the guefls hee 
there fawe a man which had not a wedding garment, 
and faid unte him , Frid how cameft thon in bi- 
ther, not having awedding garment ? And hee was 
| fpeechleffe. Then faid the Kiag tothe fervants, bind 
him hand and foote, and caft him into utter dark- 
neffe, where fhall be weeping and gnafiing of teeth: 
| for many are called, but fewe are chofen. 
' Can we defire a more lively reprefentation, 
or anexample more formall, to fhew us that 
God delighteth inthe fincerity and pureneffe 
ofour foules ; and contrariwife, that he abhor- 
reth, and detefteth the filthineffe of finne, the 
inke and coales of iniquity, which blacks and 
defiles our con{ciences, for it isimpoffible ever | 
to taft of the dainty and delicious Viands fer- | 
ved atthe Lambs wedding , at the fumptuous 
and magnificent feaft of the onely Sonne of the 
great King of Kings, before we have left off our 
working dayes cloathes, the infected and ftink - 
ing coate of our naturall corruption, to put on 
the white roabe of holineffe, purity,and amend- 
. | ment of life,and to ufe the very words of Scrip- | 
ture, Colof. 3. Wee muft caf? off the old man with his | 
deedes, and put onthe new man which is renewed in’ 
| knowledge after the incage of him that created him, , 
And Ephef: 4. concerning the former converfae 
tion, | 
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| fation, Caf? off he eld mean, which % corrupted ac- 
| cording ta the deceitfull lufts of his heart , and bere | 
newed in ibe [pirit of your minde: and put on tbe 
new man, winch Ike unte God cs crested in vighte- | 
oufiv fe, and true helinefé. And in Ros. 6.6. Our 
old man is crucified with Chrift , that the Uedy of 
| finne might be deflroyed , that henceforth wee fhauld 
ferue finne no mare, but walkebefore him in renova- 
| t10n awd newne/lfe of life, 

| The cleareft waters are alwayes the beit, and 
therefore commonly fee that the exccllenteft 
{prings are derived from the rockes, and fetch’d 
from the higheft hills, becaufe thatthe water 


diftilling through many narrow paffages , and 
{trait places, the farther it goes the more it is 
purified, & the moft fubrill and cleareft {prings 
feeke the highe? places, as approaching nea. 
rer tothe nature of the ayre, whofe nature and 
propriety is ftill to afcend. And contrariwife, 
you may obferve and marke, that the thick and | 
heavie waters are alwayes filthy and ftinking, 
and are conferved in pitts and deepe finkes , as 
participating of the nature of the earth, and 
itherefore are fic for nothing burto breed fer- 
pents, and Frogeges., whereof fome kill us by 
their mortall venome,.and the other trouble us 
with their unfufferable-croaking. 


—— 


Thefe cleare and pure waters doe lively 
picfigure and fet forth unto us, the faithful fer- 
vant of the Lord,- who hath purified, and as it 
were diftilled himfelfe at the fire of the love of 

: God, thereby to leave off what was earthly 
H ponde- 
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ponderous, and troublefome in him, as hatred, 
ambition, fenfuality, and vaine glory purpofely 
to foare aloft, and to clevate himfelfe to the 
holy mountaine of Sysstowards heaven, which 

_ is the center whither the circumference of his | 

| defires, defignes, and thoughts tendeth. 

Thefeblack and muddy waters may exprefle | 
and fet forth hellunto us, where there is no- 
thing but horrible darkneffe and fearefull ob- 
{curity, wherethat old ferpent is iuftly banifhed 

| for his deferts, and where the damned , gaftly, 
and frightfull foules doe nothing elfe but vexe 
themfelves and curfe. 

But to apply it to the fubject of our text,thefe 
ftinkieg and corrupted waters may very fitly be 

| compared to the wicked, and tothe men of this 

| world,who have Woolfes or Lyons hearts un- 
der the fhape and forme of men, who wallowe 
like Hogges inthe mire, and dirt of carnall fe- 
curity , who runne not after pietie and vertue, 
but remaine faft chained and bound to fenfuali- 
tie, and vice; cafting all their affe@tions‘on the 
earth, whereof their body is made and compoe. 
fed, never ayming nor levelling their thoughts 
at heaven, whence their foule had their origi- 
nall; True ferpents in malice, hatred, and en- | 

vie, that with mortall venome infeét the Lil- 

lies and Rofes of the beft con{ciences, Frogges 

in prating and flandering, that never open their 
mouthes, but to utter un{ufferable blafphemies, 
oathes, lyes, and detractions. 

Take yet this farther conceit upon the ait 
of. 
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of the heart, to wit, that as the eyes ore-vayled 

with clowds, or with carara&ts and webbs, can- 

not clearely difcerne the objeéts, or colours, 

which are expofed before them, becaufe their 

| faculty is prevented and hindered, by the inter- 

| pofition of thefe obftacles, which are placed be- 

tweenc th@object and the fight ; whereas con- 

trariwife good found and well difpofed eyes as 

| are thefe of Eagles , who though foaring inthe 

higheft clowds , doe nevertheleffe fee very 

plainely in the thickeft bufhes , inthe remoteft 

furrowes of the farre diftant fields , and which 

is moftadmirable, is, that her fight is fo flrong 

and powerfull, that contrary to the nature and 

practife of other living creatures,fhe can fteddily 

behold and contemplate the Sunne, without 

winking at all ; yea, when fhee is neareft him, 

and ftanding on the higheft branch of a tree, 
planted on thetop of the loftieft mountaine. 

Now to appropriate this to our matter, wee 

| fay , That hee whofe heart is incombred with 

_ ‘thethings of this world, whofe foule is ore- 

-vayled withambition, with the clowds of va- 

‘nity, and vaine glory, whofe coafcience is ob- 

| {cured, and darkned with hatred, envie,and ma- 

| lice, can never contemplate God , nor fee his 

face , which isall theconfolation, all the joy, 

and in a word, the true center of our happineffe, 

the fulneffe of all our felicity , and the greateft 

delights which the faithfull can with or defire. 

But thofe that fhall be. carefull and diligent to 

keepe their foules pure and cleane from the fil- 
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thinef{c of finne , thofe like Eagles indeede al- | 
wayes foaring in heavcsly and godly actions, 
fhall be perched and placed in the highedt place 
of mount Syo#, from thence: forth ever to view | 

| the heavenly Sunne rifing, that beareth health | 

| in hisrayes and wings, to behold fteddily , and_ 

“without winking, the gliftering, andébright fhi- 

;ning beames of the Sunne of righteoufnefle, | 

; without any feare of hurt, being affured of his 
wonderfull favour ,manifefted by his inviolable 

promifes, for he faith in our Text, 


Bléffed are the. pure in heart , for they fhall (ec 
GOD, 
By this purity of heart, we may underftaad , 
the fimplicity of our lives and actions , and fo | 
this fentence, Bleffed ave the pure in heart, may be 
thus.interpreted , Bleffed are thof2 that walke 
fimple in. their actions, whole heart is voyd of | 
fraud, and of.any thoughts of iniquity, whofe. 
tongue {peakes nothing but the hearts meaning, | 
\ that fhuanes.vanity,and the glory of this world, 
\that fo they may be perfeétly glorious in that 
which is tocome, S'. daguffine lib. 1, de Sern, | 
Dom, isofthis.opinion, becaufe that as St. Ios. | 
faith, 1. Epift. chaps. ver.19. The whele world ly- 
cth in wickedneffe, and that the Apohles were to take 
men, aad to bring them to the way-of {alvation , nei- 
ther by craft, wor by force, but by mecenelfe and firs 
plicitie. 
-. And therefore Chrift: fending: through all 
the world, ro publith the Gofpell of the King- 
| dome of heaven, the redemprionof caprive fin- 
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ners, fromthe chaines and torments of hell and 
to preach openly the acceptable yeare of the | 
Lord, faith unto them , Behold Ifend you forth as 
foeepe in the midft of Woolves, be ye therefore wife as 

“ferpents, and barmeleffe and innocest as Doves ; as ' 

| we read inthe 10.Chap, of S. Maté.ver.16. And | 

| in the fame Gofpell, Chap.6.ver.22. The light of | 

| the body ss the eye, if therefore thine eye be fingle, thy | 
| whole ind foal be fall of light. 

This fo excellent vertuc of meekeneffe and 
fimplicity , hath alwayes beene hated of the 
world, as being contrary to the vanity and fol- 
ly of it, and the high way to mount Siwaé, there 

| to {ee God face to face as Mofes, who preferred | 

‘the fimplicity of a Shepheards crooke, to the 

| honours, riches , and preferments which: hee 

might jutly have expected in Pharaohs Court, 

as being reputed his daughters fonne. 

This vertue cannot but be very pleafine to 
God, fince he himfelfe hath putit in pratife, in 
appearing to Mofes ina bufh, which is a bafe 
and abject plant, defpifing the lofty Pine trees, - 
land Cedars of Libasus, which io height and 

beauty exceed all other trees of the earth, 

The Angels alfo have pra&tifed it; when ha- 

' ving left the heavens to appeare unto men, they 
have not takenthe forme and majeftie of Kings, 

' to be refpected of all, but rather the habit of 
Pilgrimes, and men of bafe quality, to teach us | 
to fhunne pride and vaine glory , andro fhew us | . 
by cheir cloathes that we areStrangersand Pil- | 
grimes inthis. world , thacour houfes are but 
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i Innes, wherewe fhould ftay onely as pofts doe 
under atreetill the ttorme be paft, and fo to 
Continue our way as long asthe day of our life 


' ping us upin her darke cloake, wee may arrive 

iat che heavenly Cawaan, which is our native 

Country from whence we firft departed. | 

| Wercad inthe 18.Chap.of Gencf'T hat Abra- 

_ bans (iting at his tent doore, faw three men paf- 

fing that way, whom hee called, and defired to 
come and fit under atree with him , to eatea 
morfell of bread, to comfort their hearts. Now 
if it were God himfelfe inthe forme of three 
men, to reprefent the three perfons of the blef- 
fed Trinity,or if they were Angels fent by him, 
isa queftion out of the fubject of our Text; but 
becaufe many Fathers of the Church are of 
the fecond opinion, wealfo will hold it,groun-. 
ded on the 13. Chap.to the Heb. Be not forcetfull 
to entertaine Strangers , for thereby [ome have enter- 
tained Angels maawares, which és commonly refer- 
red to thts attion of tbe Father of the faithfall, and of 
Lot Ais brothers fonne, who alfo entertained in So- 
dome two Angels, in she fhape of Strangers, and of 
men that were iravelling further. 

In the 5. Chap. of Jobst wee reade , that the 
Angell Raphael appeared to the young Tobit,and 
offeredto bring him into Media, which hee did 
afterwards performe. 

Butieaving many other examples,which we 
could alledge of the humility, and fmplicity of 
Angels;ict us briefly runne over the lives of the 
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Patriarks & Prophets, wherethe fimplicity and 
innocent purity of their actions doe moft lively 
appeare. Abraham at Godscommand, without 
any further information, goeth ro the place ap- 

fonne. ! | 

Ifaack following the fteps of his Fathers obe- | 
| 
| 


pointed him, to facrifice on an Altarhis onely | 


dienceto God,runnes tohis death never fearing 
the great rorment that he was ready to endure, | 
layeth the wood on his fhoulders, and carrieth 
in his hand that firethat was appointed to burne | 
him toafhes; yea, hee encouragcth his poore | 
old Father to execute Gods divine command, | 
reftores unto him by his exhortation , his 
ftrength already loft, by reafon of the extreame 
griefe which he endured, to bethe executioner 
of his owne fonne, and to kill him to whom hee 
had lately given life. 
Butleaft we fhould be tootedious , this ¢x- | 
ample of fimplicity fhall ferve us for all the Pro- | 
phets, as being the moft remarkable that can be | 
' ever rehearfed by man ; and indeed was it not | 
a great and lofty myfterie, that God fhould 
| give fo refolutea courage, fo grcat a conftancie, | 
| to the Father of the fairhfull , and fo admirable | 
boldneffeto this obedient fonne;, for Abrabam | 
reprefenteth unto us God the Father, who to_ 
' execute the irrevocable decree of his divine ju- | 
ftice, hath feifed the {word of his terrible judge- 
ments, to dip it inthe blood of the fpotleffe | 
Lambe, that bare the finnes of the world on the. 
| Altar ofthe Croffe! a 
\ This 
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This fweet Iefus , whofe fimplicity , and | 
meekenefie are both peereleffe & inexplicable, : 
this good Saviour , following the example of 
tjaack, by whom during the fhadowes of the 
law hee was figured, goeth frecly to hus death, 
bezring the wood , which wasto bereave him | 
oflifeupon him, and withia him the burning ; 
fire of love, that inflamed him with an infinite 
affection to fave the Ele@: Hee was brought | 
faith the Prophet J/aia4 as a Lamb tothe flaugh- 
ter, fo opened he not his mouth to complain: 
he is condu@ed as a dumbe Sheepe before her 
Shearer : but in that we fee nothing but part of 
his {implicity, appearing inthe cataftrophe of 
his aétioas, when he was neare his ceath ; but 
if we fhould curioufly view the aas of his life, 
beginning from his birth, we fhould be ravifhed 
in admiration of thefe infinite wonders ; butler 
us confider only ingenerall, that he is borne of 
a pure virgin, ef{poufed toa Carpenter:was that 
befitting his excellent Majeftic, who was the 
| King of the world? : 
| Heewas borne.n a Stable amongft beafts, 
| judge ifthat were tle Royall Pallaces, and ho- 
nourable.company , which hee had in heaven. 
among the Angels. | 

He was {wadled in clowts,and laid in a Man. | 

ger , for want ofa-Cradle, tokeepe him from 
the injuries of the weather : were thofe the de- 
lights of his Paradifee 

He was fugitive here and there, tofhunne the 

envieand furious rage of Herod, who fought to 
kill him. In| 
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In a werd , confidering diligently all the 
| courfe of his life , from the moment of his 
birth, to the laft period of his death, wee thal! 
finde all his actions framed in humility,and gui- 
ded by meekeneffe and fimplicity. 
This examplcand no more, he did not goe 
| chufe withinthe Pallaces of Kings, the good- 
-lieftand gallanteft Courtiers ; hee did not ele& 
the fonnes of Princes to be his Apoftles, but 
| went to the receipt of cuftome, to the Cottages 
| and Boats of Fifhermen,to call that honourable 
company of histwelue Apoftles, who like well 
inftructed Difciples followed the fteps of their. 

loving Lord and Mafter ; fo well did they imi- 
tate and follow his examples , and efpecially 
that efhis fimplicicy, thattchey may be patterns 
of it themfelues, as the Hiftory of their life fuf- 
ficiently fheweth, and as the duty of their place 
required,for men being deepely plunged in ma- 

| lice, pretumtption, and arrogancie, there was no 
way tovanquifh them, but wholy by contrary 
weapons to them unknowne, that they might 
the more eafily be fubdued and vanquifhed. 

To their arrogancie , they oppofed mecke- 

nef{e, totheir pompe and vaine glory humility, 
| and fimplicity, ever'remembring the command 
| of their good Mafter, Be ye fimsple as Doves, 
_ Now ttis remarkable, chat the faithfull, and 


—_— 


: {uch as walke uprightly before God, are called | 


by the wicked, and by the children of the Gad | 

ofthis world, Peore and fimple people, becaute 

they addi& not themfelves to fraud and deceit, 
I fo 
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they fhall fee God: So Chrift gives them hopes | 
+ of the bleffed vifion of God, as-ifhee had pro- 

mifed light to the blinde, knowledge to the ig. 
{ norant, and wifedome to fooles, for fo this wic- | 
| ked world calleth thofe that will not drinke the | 


that holineffe which they pofeffe, and upon all 
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et tk Meet oe 
fo {pake Iobs wife to her husband, ‘being yet in. 
affi@ion upon his dunghill , Doc thou titre. 

taine thine integrity ? 

But Tefus Chrift to fhew us that hee approo- 

veth thofe whom the world rejeéteth , {peakes | 
as if he had {aid See you thofe fismple ana bafe people, 


cup of his malice, nor tread in his pathes full of 
finne and iniquity. . 
Bleffed then are the pure in heart,¢c. a 
He doeth not onely fay,they fhall be blefled, | 
but he fpeaketh in the prefentrenfe,faying they | 
are already bleffed: for God having given them 


accafions practife , hath alfo given them two 
(trong and well feathered wings , to foare and | 
flie aloftto heaven : whereof the ane is faith, 
by the whichthe juft trufting and repofing him- 
felfe wholy in the promifes of Chrift, takes his - 
flight towards Paradife, to have ataft of them | 
for it is the nature of faith (as appeareth by her 
definition) to know how to afflure it felfe, how 
to aske the grace of God promifed in his word, 
how to embrace falvation offered by Sefus | 
Chriit, and during this life, how to pofiefie in 
part that ecernail and blefled life, 

And becaufe faith beginneth here to taft the 
delights of the vifion of God, fli is yet upheld 


and 
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er abfolutcly ro All her abundantly with thofe 
{weet pleafures whereot fhe hath, fhee yet had 


buta taft, and to make her perfe&tly know, that | 


which now fhe feeth bat obfcurely , and likea 
fhadow. 
Bleffed are the pure in beart. for they hall fee 
Gon, 
| Vpon thefe words there is an objeétion to 
be refolved, why Chritt faith here the pure in 
heart, {eeing the Scripture in many places Is di- 


| this cleaneneffe, as we read Prow 20.9. Who can 

fay tbave made my heart cleane, 1 am pure from my 
fiane? And inthe firft booke of Kies, the 8, 
Chap.There 5 10 man that finueth not. And inthe 
1- Epift. of Saint Jobz, t. Chap, If we fay that we 
have no finne, we deceive our felues, and the truth xs 
not ia ws. And inthe 25.Chap, of 106, How cans 
man bejuftified with God. or how can he be cleane 
that # borne of 4 wortan ? 

Although thefe places,and many more (that 
we purpoicly leave to avoyd prolixity) feeme 
to be oppotite to our Text,notwithftanding we 
_willreconcile them together. 

For when the Spirit of God calleth heere 
thofe that live juftly and holily pure in heart, 
we muft not underftand it fo, as if they werc to- 
tally and abfolutely cleane from the filthinef{c 
of finne; for in that fence the royal! Prophet 
David faith, There 1s none jxf?, no not owe. 

12 but 


a | 


and fortified by Hope,which is the fecond wing, | 
that makes her expe& heaven , and promifeth | 


_re@ly oppofite to this juftice, to this purity, to}. 
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But we muft underftand here thofe that {irive 

to walke in the facred pathes of Gods com. 

mandements , that live holily before God, and 
| without reproach before men, that have beene 
| purified, like gold tried {eaven times in the fire, 

and that fire is the word of God, that enters and 
penetrates to the moft fecret thoughts, there to | 
-confume the wood and chaffe ofour wicked in- | 
clinations. 
This cleanfing and purification is clearely | 
fet forth unto us inthe 15. Chap, of Saint Joba 
in thefe words of Chrift , Now ye are sleane 
through the word which I have fpoken, And inthe 
13.Chap.ver.1o. of the fame Gofpell, Hee thar 
|b wafhed, necdeth not fave to wafh bis feete, bat is | 
cleaneevery whit : andye are cleane, but not all, 

In a word, the faithfull that live holily, may 
be called juft, and pure in heare, Secundum uid, 
non fimpliciter , Tutt in that degree of Iuftice that | 
may fall on man whileft heis here below figh: | 
ting againft Ach and blood his domefticall cne- 
mies, that often overcome him, and would 
quite keepe him downe if hee were not upheld 
and fortified by the fpirit of grace , and by the 
Almighty hand of God that raifeth and deli- 
vereth him. 

The faithful {ervant of the Lord is againe 
called.pure in heart, becaufe hee is fuch in part 
already, and that befides the great difpofition 
that ts in him to tend to his perfe@ion, hee al- 
| ready here begins to taft rhe excellent fweetnes 
of that delicate fruit whereof he fhall hereafter 


be: 
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be fully and perfectly fatisfied and fatiated in 
Gods Paradife. 

Bleffed shen are the puvein Deart, for they (bak 
fee God. 

Wee have another circumftance here very 
pregnant and remarkable, to wit, that Chrift 
exhorteth us here to be pure in heart, and not of 
our head, or hands,becaufe that the heait being 
the feate of the foule, finne is moft bufie to viti- 
ate and infect it with his foule and filthy cor- 
ruption, which it doth not imthe other parts of 
the body, and therefore you fee that God doth 
fo ftri@ly command usto keepe our hearts for 
his part and behoofe; faying, Aty fonne give mee 
thy heart, 

Now to omit or let paffe nothing worthy 
confideration like the inhabitants of Ni/ws, wee 
will draw waterinrunning, — 

We fay then thacthis word heart,is diverfly 
taken in the Scripture, Firft,it is taken for faith, 


(as Rom, 10. For with the heart man beleeveth unto 
righteoufne(fe, and withthe mouth confefion ts made , 


 wato falvation. 


| 2. Itistaken for the thoughts , and forthe | 
giftof regeneration, as 1. Epift. of Saint Peter, | 
| Chap.3.ver.4. The hidden man of the heart in that | 


| which ws not corruptible,cven the ornament of a wecke 

| and quict {pirit , which win the fight of God of great 
| price and eftimsation. 

3- For the underftanding, as:Rom. 3. They. 

fhew the worke of she law written in their hearts, 

4. Itistaken forthe con(cience, as-in the t., 

le 3 fe) 


| 
} 


| 


4 


61 


4 
ES er ee Ay Oe ee oe — SR 
ew — a - eee ete 


| blameable in helineffe befize God, Here ts yetano- 
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of Sam, the 24. chap. 5. ver. Davids heart {mote . 
him, becaufe ke had cut eff Sauts skirt. And in the 
r.to the Theffal.chap.3.T0 efablifh your hearts un- 


ther very cleare paflage in the r. Epift. of Saint 
Joba chap.3.ver.2¢. four heart condemne us, God 
| és ercater then our heart, and knoweth all things, and 
if our beart condemme es not, wee bave confidence to- 
| wards God. 
And in this laft fignification it is taken in our 
Text, to wit, for the Confcience, as if Chrift had 
‘faid, Bleffed ave thofe that poffeffe a holy,pure,and juf? 
| foitle, a good, cleane, and {potleffe confcience,. 
David defirous to raife himfelfe from his 
| fall, and to reftore the temple of his body pol- 
luted by wicked adultcry,defired of God a new | 
| Altar, praying hin to create ix im aclane heart, 
and to renew aright fpivit within hinz. Pfal.5t.12. | 
Iudas Maccabews having {eene the Temple of 
| Ierufalem prophaned by Avstiochus his facrilegi- 
| ous hands, he purifieth it, deftroyes all the Al- 
tars where that Pagan had facrificed to his Idols, 
jand called that the renewing of the Temple: 
| Our bodies are the living temples of the holy 
Ghoft, our hearts the Altars , on the which ha- 
ving wickedly facrificed to the Idols of our paf- | 
fions,we muft breake them and deftroy them, by | 
| Ourtrue repentanceand converfionto God, wba 
| defpifith net a broken and a contrite heart: Andaf- 
_terward we mutt build new ones pure and clean, 
on the which wee muft offer to God Heca- 
tombes of Iuftice, and folemne burnt offe- 


rings | 
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rings and facrifices wherein hee delighteth, 
The Etymoiogifts hold , that this word Cor 
is derived of Cura, thatis, care, becaufe that 
part communicateth, fendeth, and doth diftri: 
bure blood and life to the reft of the body:Even 
fo all our ftudy, all our exercife, and occupation 
fhould be to feeke the meanes fit for the con- 

fervation of our foules: for what will it profit a 

man if hee gaine the whole world, and loofe hus fonle, 

Math.16.26. 
| As fooneas the Embrion is conceived > the 
| firft part which is formed is the heart, being as 
ri were the center whence the feverall lines are 
| drawne to the circumference of our bodies, itis 
_alfo the firft member living,and when the paines 

of death have compaffed a man,the blood from 
| all parts retires tothe heart, astoa citadel, fo 
| that iris alfo thelaft part that dieth inus, ac- 

cording to that common faying, Cor eft primuns 
vivEns, Cy wltimum moriens, 

So when the faithfull ofthe Lord refolveth to | 
| live picufly he muft caft for a fure aad unmove- | 
' able foundation , the righteoufneffe of a pure | 
and cleanecon{cience,which muft be the Ocean | 
: where all the rivers of hisaffe@tions muf runne | 
| and tend, the corner and fundamentall ftone,on 
| the which mutt be edified this his Pilgrimage: 

All the building of this mortalland tranfiroric | 

life, muft begin with the jut mans besinning, | 

and never end till his death , when it fhall bee | 

augmented and perfected in heaven. 
It was Gods commandement under the tye 
that 
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ithat all Ifraclites, all che feed of 4brabam fhould 

offer and confecrate to him the firft borne, both 

of man and beaft; now if wee unvayle the fet- 

ter, and confider what it therein figured unto 

us, we may note among other things, that God 

defired by this Decree , whofe letter and figure 

is abrogated, though the truthand fence of it be 

eternall, that wee fhould offer and confecrate 

unto hint our hearts, which are the firlt borne 

of our felues. 

The greateft part of Phyfitians hold,thatthe 
foule being generally all overthe body , hath 
her principall feat inthe heart, as the King hath 

inhis Court, although his power reach tho- 

row allhis Kingdome, fo that the fuoule being 

that very man which God requireth , it is then 
; ; without reafon, that God demandeth our 


heart, which is her throne: 44y fone give me thy 
heart. 

The heart is knowne to bee the original! of | 
naturall heat ; now God being a burning fire, 
of love, and affection towards his children, wee 
ought to confecrate that part to him for his Ta- 
bernacle. 

| The heart is red and bloody, to fhew us the | 
| fervencie and zeale that fhould be inus to Gods | 
| fervice and glory, and that ourthoughts fhould 
alwayes burne with love to him, aad with cha- 
rity to our neighbours. 

Icis little ; whence wee may learne not to | 
puffe, or {well it with pride, but to keepe it al- 
wayes humble and modeft. Vertues that feeke 

| | 


not 
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not afer large and {pacious Pallaces , but are 
contented in the narrowelt and remotett places, 

His beating and panting is upwards; fo all 
our defires and thoughts fhould tend towards 
the end of our fupernaturall vocation , accor- 

\ ding to the Apoftles advice, Seeke the things that 
are above, 

The heart ts agitated by a continual! motion, 
by reafon of his vitall {pirits, that animate and 
nourifh ir: Soour thoughts fhould beare and 

| conduct us to the actions of luftice,innocencie, 

_and godlineffe , and tofollow the fteps of the 
Scripture, Charity alwayes worketh, and is ne- 
ver idle, by reafon of the {pirit of grace dwel- 
ling in our foules , who in{pires continually io 
us holy and religious thoughts. 

There is but one heart in man, and yet his 
fhape and forme is triangular , a figure bearing 
proportion to his object, thatis God, one in 
Effence, and three in perfons : So our foules 
fhould bee adorned with thefe three beautifull 
vertues,Faith, hope and Charity. 

He is open at the top, and that way he recei- 
'veth his nourifhment: Which teachcth us,that 
_our foules fhould alwayes be open,to proclaime 
the praifes of our Creator and Redeemer, that 
nourifheth them with the holy and wholfome 
meat of his facred word , fent downe from 
heaven. 

The leaft angle or corner is turned downe- 


wards, to fhew us that our leaft care fhould bee 
for earthly things. ; : 


It 
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It is againe not hayrie , to teach us that our 
foule which is his hofteffe, muft be voyd of the 
foolith and light imaginations, of the weakeand 

| unconftant confiderations of this world, that fo | 


' fhe may hope and ayme at nothing but heaven, 
| her bleffed Countrey , wherein it is impoffible 
| toenter, before our heart (after Mofes his ex- 
,ample) have pulled off the Shooes of ourcor- |. ° 
/tuption and worldly affeétion, that fo wee may | 
| come neare this burning bufh, this fearefull fire, | 
| Gods divine juftice. 7 4 
The Oracle of Apolo , being once enquired, , 
' what was the moft pleafingft thing of God; af- | 
ter his ordinary manner hee anfwered ambieu- | 
| oufly, and obfcurely: - 
Dimidium [phera, [pheram cum principe Rome, 
Anan{fwer moft true, though iccame from 
the father of lies for a C isthe halfe of a Sphere, 
an O is a Sphere, and the beginning ofthe word 
Rome, isan R, which letters pustogerher make. 
COR, that is, the heart,and queftionleffe it is the | 
moft pleafingft gift that can bee offered unto. 
God, ‘and which no man can juftly refufe him. 
The poore may fay, Icannor give almes; the 
ficke , Icannor goeto-Church, I can neither 
watch ner pray 3) but none can fay , I cannot 
love Ged , for thy other defects may be excu- 
fed by thy poverty, or fickneffe , but to refufe 
God with thy heartit cannot be excufed bur by 
malice,as S. Auguflizevery learnedly faith. 
Let usremember that how charitable foever 
our actions be, if our heart doenot goc before 


to 
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‘toenlighten them , all of them will tumble 
downe together into the obfcure darkneffe of 


the deepe. 
Our ations are of no value without the 
heart, butthe heart may bee good without the 
| actions;God had re{pect to Abel, and afterwards 
to his offering; the good Thiefe to obraine 
mercy gave nothing but his heart ; Marte Mag. 
dalene but her teares , and Saint Peter but fighes 
and lamentations, proceeding from the depth of 
his foule. 

Now that this heart may be pleafing and ac. 
_ceptableto God, itmuft be cleare, bright, and 
| fhining, to the end thatas in a glafle God may 
fee his owne image and likenefle after which he 
‘at the firft created it, and when it is oncecleane 
| and pure, then right fo, and in that manner, we 
muft keepe it in the fame glorious eftate, for 

Non minor eft virtes quam quarere,parta tueri, 
And to that end we mutt imitate the Bees, which 
to hinder the drones and {piders from comming 
into their Hives,to corrupt or devouretheir ho- 
ney , {top theentries of them with bitter and 
ftinging hearbs, as good Husbandmen who en- 

clofe their grounds, left paffengers cr the wild 
| beafts thould fpoile them. Even fo fhould wee 
' alwayes keepe the paflages of our fenfes, of our 
hearts, and of our thoughts , fenced with the 
_ feare of God, which isabitcer Rue,and Worm- 
| wood , that the devill cannotendure to taft or 
| relih. 


Marke and obferve with me the careand di 
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ligence which is nfedto.conferve Chriftall,and 
Chisa Difhes , what paines are taken to keepe 
‘hem cleane, bright, and fhining, becaufe they 


are deareand rare. And what can wee finde in 


this world more precious and rare then our 

heart, then lecus with a diligent care, and care- 

full follicitude, fecke the cleanenefieand purity 
| thereof, following the Apoftles counfell , Ler, 
| every one poflfeffe hes welfell with fanctification,and ho- 


| nour... Taef4.4. 


\ 
| 


When aveftell is cleft or crackt, itis unfit to | 
| containe any liquid thing; Now the wicked heart | _ 
| sa crackt veffell, faith Eccles.chap.21. 

A broken heart threatneth death to a living 
| creature, as a Ship {plit and torne with the vio: 
lence of the waves,threatneth undoubted death; 
-uine and fhipwrack ; fothat heart that is not! 

wellunited to God, that is broken and fhattered 

by the force of worldly affections, threarneth | 
and fore-telleth an infall.ble ruine and deftru- 
ction, 

To filla veffellia a Well or in a Fountaine, | 
we muft needs bend it downwards ; {fo muft we | 
humble our heart, to fill it with heavenly era- | 
\ces, Ihave enclined my care, and Ihave received 
wifedome; faith the wife man, S4p.61, 

Againe, we know, that nose can fill a veffell ; 
with any good and whoiefome liquor, wherein | 
there is fome corrupted, before he firftempry ir, 
and make it very cleane: If wedefire to fill our 
hearts with the iove and other graces of God, 


wee mug firft expel} and exempt the love and 
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delights of this world, that have beene fo long 

refident there , and then when wee have done 

thofethi: gs, we fhall be fure fully to enjoy the | 
ineftimable effects of this divine promife. | 
| Blefjed are the pure in beart ; for they fhall fee 
GoD, 

| In this fecond part wee have demonftrated | 
: unto us the reafon, why Chri calleth the pure | 
‘inheart Blefed, itisfaith he, becanfe they fhallfce | 


Go BD. } 


This conjunction, for,joyning thofetwo fen- | 
tences , fheweth and markerh out unto us the | 
| reafon of this felicity, and happineffe, thatcan. | 


hot receive aname enough emphaticalhand fig. | 


nificant to reprefent to our fenfes , and to our 
underftandings, the leaft beame, the leaft {park, 
the leaft drop of that inexhauftible Ocean of 
that devouring fire, of thac Suanc of righteoufl- 
| neffe, whofe brightneffe if we fhould undertake | 
to contemplate, it would ftrike us blinde, whofe | 
immoenfe depzh if wee fhould fearch, it would | 
| {wallow us up, whofe burning heat if wee ap. | 
| proach, it would convert us to afhes,and would | 
i make us pay deere for our curiofity. 
The Poets faine, thar the Giants attempsing 
to clime up te heaven, were thunder-ftricken, 
as they were heaping Olympus , and Pelion upon 
Offa, one mountaine upon another: A fable de. | 
rived from that truth caught usin the Scripture, | 
touching the building ofthe Tower of Babel, 
whofe Builders were fhamefully confounded ; 
the Allegoric of this truth, the morality of this 
K 3. fable 
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fable fers forth unto us the curiofity of them, 
who thinking to pierce too farre into Gods fe- 

| crets,are caft downe into a deepe Abiffe of con- 
fufion, by their audacious prefumption. 

Empcdocles defiring to know the caufe why 

‘mount Aéwa did caft forth fuch flames, was 
| {wallowed and devoured by them. 
| God indeed depreffeth, and deje@eth the 
proud defignes of thofe that are fo rafh, asto 
_difcourfe of that which is altogether ineffable, 
and incomprehenfible , but yet is fo gracious 
and favourable, that he enlightneth and fortifi- 
cth thofe, that with feare & humility approach 
the greatneffe of his myfteries, as David teach- 
eth us,Pfalm.2.11. Seruethe Lord in feare, and re- 
| doyce with trembling : And Solemon his fonne, 
Thofe that truft in the Lord, fhall anderfland the 
truth » and the faithful fhallknow bes love. 
Then with the {pirit of feare, and humility, | 
| we are to feeke after this hidden glory, and un- | 
der the vayle of faith, which teacheth us to be- |. 
leevethe things which wee fee not, nor cannot 
be the objeé of our fenfes, Hope will make us 
defire them, Charity to love them, and the ora- 
| cious goodnefle of God will helpe us to attaine 
them. 

O bleffed then foal be the pure in heart : for they | 
fhall fee God, 

S'.lohn Chap. 17. faith, The # Life cternall , to 
know thee the onely true God , and Telus Chrift whowws 
thon baft fent. And inthe x. Epift. of Saint Joba, 

| chap.3. Bdoved, now we are the founes of God, and it 
aath 
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doth not yet appeare what we ‘hall be:but we know that 
when he hal appeare , wee fhall be like him, for wee | 
fhall [ee hima as he, And every man that hath thu | 
hope in him purifieth himfelfe , even as hes is pure, | 
Andin the 22.chap.of the Revel, His fervants {hall 
- | ferne him, and they [hall fee bis face, 
The infinite greatnefle of this divine pro- | 
| mife, whofe performance is infallible, makcs us | 
| Skip and leape for joy, charmeth our fenfes, and | 
ravifhech our mindes , for it feemeth altogether | 
impoflible,that living tombes,mortall carcaffes, | 
the prey of death , and the foode of wormes, | 
fhould ever afpirefo high , as to pretend to fee 
and view that felicity whichisbetter defcribed | 
by filence, and admiration, then by any other 
defcription , for they are things which eye hath rot 
feene, care hath not heard, and that ave not entred in- 
to the heart of wan, which Gad hath prepared for | 
them that love bim,1.Cor.2.9. 

But the children of J/rael did not pitch the | 
Tabernacle in Jerufalems , before they had 

| cleanfed the mountains of Stov,of thofe enemies | 

| that were oppofite to their reft : So weemutt 
not fertle our felues in the contemplation of the 
divine Tabernacle, before we have cleared fome 
places of Scripture, that feemeto forbid us en- | 
trance. 

In the 33.Chap.of Exed,ver,22. God {faith to | 
Moles, Thos wt uot fee my face , for there [hall no | 
man {ec me and live, Andinthe 1, ¢bap.of Saint | 
Ion, No man hath {ene God at any time. And in 
the 1.Epift.ofthe Corichap.13.ver.12. Now we fee 

through 
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through a glaffe darkely, And in the 28. chap. of 
lob, Ged is hidden frors all living eyes. Ina word, 
there are many other piaces to confirme this, 
which will be too long to rchearfe. 

Wee with one confent faid, That God ts ta- 


vifible-, which feemeth to be oppofite,and con- 


trary to the promife made unto us in our Text, 

Ble{fed are the pure in heart : for they fhall fee God, 
Nevertheleffe, to reconcile chem together, 

for the holy Ghoftis never contrary to him- 


“| felfe ; wee fay thatthe places before alledged 


prehenfible , cannot bee feene by a finite crea- 


a efoto bee underftood , thar whileft man ts in 
‘his mertall prifon , in this valley of teares fo 
obfcure, and darke, whileft likean Owlc he de- 
fighteth inthe nightof finne, his eyes can no 
way endure the leaft beames of the Sunne of 
righteoufneffe, for God being an infinite Spirit, 
cannot be feene by a finite body ; bur when we 
fhall leave off this mortall prifGn of our bodies, 
our foules then perfectly enlightened by the | 
heavenly erace,flall be endued with that knows | 
ledge, and faculty, that they thall openly con- 
template their Creator, and their God, as Saint 
Pawl{aith, 1.Cor-13.Chap. Newwee fee throagh a 
glaffe dirkely, bus then wee fhall {ee bim pace taface. | 
This word See God, is much controverted | 
among Divines, which be of two feverall opi- | 
nions ; whereof the one holdeth, That foules 
delivered of this corporall vayle, cannot fee 
Gods face, for two reafons, the firftis, that! 
God being a {pirituall Effence, infinite, incom- 


—— 


ture, 
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‘ture , without implying contradiction , for’ 
then the containing , to wit, the bleffed foule! 
| fhould’bee greater then the contained , that is, | 
| God, which is abfurd, by this axieme, that the ; 
| objeét is contained by the vifuall faculty: Asif: 
‘a man placed in the midft of the earth, or of the 
| fea, looking round about a great aiftance off, as 
farre as his fight could reach , could fot for | 
call that fay , That hee faw all the earth, oral] 
the fea. . 

Thole of the fecond opinion anfwere to this |‘ 
'firktreafon, faying, That the Creator may not! 
be compared with the creatures, that God is all | 
inall,and all, and whole in every part, that hee 
‘is one, and confequently indivifible; that all 
things in him are Effentiall , and is not fubject 
to divifion, that whofoever fecth him ,-fecth 
him totally. , 

The fecond reafon of the firft, is, that wee 
meafure our foules by our bodies , imagining 
that they fhall have eyes, with the which they 
fhall be able to difcerne and diftinguith the pre- 
fent objects. 
| To which the others anfwere, that indecde | 

the foules in heaven {fl:all have no corporall eyes 
like ours; but that notwithftanding God will | 
give them a feeing faculty , by the which they 
fhall perceive the prefent objects : 2. When 
thefe foules fhallbe rejoyned , and revnited to | 
their bodies , God having purified them from | 
‘all vacleaneneffe, will make them like unto the, 
glorious body of his Sonne Jefts Chrift our: 
| L Lord, 
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Lord, who faith, Math.22. That our bodies fhal 
be as the Angels of Godin heaven , who almayes be- 
hold the face of God, Math, 18. thatis, shat are al. 
wayes in bis prefence , and that (ce him perfectly , in 
re{pect of themfelues,as muchas it pleafed God 
to permit,but not perfeGly in refpect of God,as 
he that feeth the Sunne, may fay, that hee feeth 
it perfe@ly, in refpect of himfelfe, if his faculty. 
be good, and notwithftanding he cannot feehim 
as he is, becaufe of the weakeneffe of his eyes. 
The fecond opinion which is more generally 
received, holdeth, that this word See, is taken 
fimply, and abfolutely, for to Kwew, and thofe- 
that hold it, fay, That Iefus Chrift in cur Text 
promifeth tothe pure in heart, a perfect know- 
ledge of the divine goodnefle; wherein confitt- 
eth the fulneffe of our felicity, of our delights, 
and content,whichthey doe well proove by the 
14, Chap. of Saint Jobs, ver. 7. If ye had kaowne 
me, ve fhould bave knowne wy Father alfo, and frors ' 
henceforth yeknow him, and have feene bins , where 
Chrift fheweth to his Difciples, that they have 
feenc his Father ,becaule they haveknowne him 
by fo many miracles done before their eyes. 
And inthe 17.Chap.ofthe fame Gofpell, Ts 
us life eternal , that they might know shee the onely 
true God, and lefus Chrift whous thow haft fens : 
‘where it plainely appeareth,, that this word to 
know God, is as muchas to poffeffe life eternal. . 
And fo from thofe two places joynedto our 
Text, this conclufion followeth,thar, To fee God, 
know God, and have cternall life,are the fans thing. 
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Asthe Angels then fee the face of God,even 
fo fhall we alfo fee it, for that bleffed fight is re- 
ferved tor a recompeénce of our faith , as Saint 
John in his 1. Epift.3. Chap. Whee he (hall apreare 
me fall be like him, for we [hail fee bia face to face. 

Not that we muft imagine , that God hath 
any members, although it be faid , that man is 
made inthe image of God, for thatis thus to be 
underftood, that man hath beene created in per- 
fe&t juftice, and innocencie, after the example 
of God. 

Butby this face of God, we muft vnderftand 
with the Scripture, the Church, and the Fa- 
thers, and namely Saint 4ugafene in his booke 
Decivit, Dei, the manifeftation of his glory,and 
a perfect knowledge of his wonderfull mercie, 
which he will communicate unto vs, 

It isa hard queftion, and difficultto handle, 
Whether the Saints after the Refurrection fhall 
fee God with their corporall eyes, after they 
be glorified ; fo lob faith , I my ficfh fhall 1 fee 
God: there Job prophefieth the Refurrection of 
his body: but hee doth not fay , I will {ee him 
by my fiefh ; andif he had, it might have beene 
underftood of Chrift, that fhallcome at the laft 
judgement in the fight of all; but his meaning 
was, that when hee fhould {ee God, hee fhould 


{ 


: 


bein his flefh, though the wormes and corrup- - 


tion had devoured it. 

Saint UAuzaffine is excellent upon this fub- 
ject, faying, We fhall fee God with our corpo- 
rall glorified eyes, as wefee the life ofa man a 
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his living aGtions, not feeing life it felfe ; fo is it 
likely that being enlightened by a heavenly and 
divine light, we fhall be able to fee the Creator | 
of all things both in them, and himfelfe, fo ! 
doubtfully the learnedft {peake of it: 

In the 5.Chap.of the 2. booke of Kings, we 
reade, that Eli/ha.after that he had healed Naa- 
| manthe Syrian, faw Gebaxt his fervant take Pre- | 

fents from him, although hee were.beyond the | 
common reach of the fights and when Gehazi 
was returned, hee {aid uato him , PV ent net my 
heart with thee, when the man turned againe from his 
| Chavet to meet thee, Now ifthis Prophet hath bin 
able to-fee the actions of his fervant, although | 
abfent from him, how much more fhall our gio- 
rified bodies fee all, when God fhal be all in all: | 
| Now £lifha {aw this a@ion of his fervant,ei- 
l ther by a fpeciall revelation from God, or by 
the fight of a {pirituall imagination of the Pro. | 
phet, that fhewed him the thing , after which | 
manner he knew the moft fecret counfells of the 
King of Syria, 3s 88) 
We {peake of thefe things, as blind men doe 
of colours, wee findeno certainty of them any 
| where’, the Fathers themfelues fpeake fo ob- | 
fcurely ofthem , they goe as foftly on, inthe | 
handling of this queftion, as if they trod on 
thornes , they grope along, asifthey went in 
the obfcure darknes of the blackeft night, hard- 
ly can you finde two agreeing: together , and 
Which is more ftrange , not one that is agreed 
with himfelfey end indecd how fhoulda werme | 
of 
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of the earth, the dwelling of crrours,the fubjeg | 
of ignorance , know or comprehend that great. 
God, which is the fountaine of all knowledge, 
and the bottomleffe and fhoreleffe Ocean of 
' wifedome,and prudence. | 
Iris true, that when our foules fhall be blef- , 
| fed with that ecernall happines,& that they fhal | 

| enjoy the divine vifion, in which confifteth our 
| chiefeft felicity, we fhall then fee God as heis, | 
butto conceive and comprehend the infinity of 

his being, it will bealtogether impoffible-to us. 
Thofe that fayle.in the maine Sea, which 
way foever they looke, finde-no other object | 
| butthe heaven, or the waves , their fight being © 
| too weake to penetrate to the bottome, orto | 
view the fhores; Even fo.fhall we fee God, and | 


know him as farre as it fhall pleafe him to en- 
able us, but fo farre fhall wee be from compfe- 
heading him, that he doth comprehend us, and | 
wee fhould then be no more feene there then a 
drop of wine in the Occan.. | 
Saint Bafile handling this queftion in the E- 
piftle to Ewzsamins , hath an excellent compart- | 
fon, from the leaftto the greateft, Ifwe cannot | 
comprehend the compofition of a Pifmire, for | 
the fmalneffe of it, how thall wee comprehend | 
| the infinite greatnefle of God. | 
| We fhall comprehend it indeede, ‘but-icfhall | 
| be asa {punge caft'into the Ocean, whichis fil- | 
led quite with water,but is overcome,and com-’ 
paffed round about by it. ) 
~ Lfhould. want time rather then matter’, to | 
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. {fpeake ona fubjeé& fo high, and excellent, wee | 
| 
| 


fhould never havedone tf we fhould propourd, 
‘and refoluethe infiaite number of arouments, 
(and opinions moved upon this queftion of our 
fight of God. 

But for us, let us holdas the Mathematicians 
| doe, linca vecia eft brevifvuma,that the ftraitelt line 
is the fhorteft , and tn this the fhorteft way is 
the fureft: let us turne neither to the right hand, 
nor totheleft, fromthe certaine way of truth, 
taught unto us by thetruth it felfe,to wit,by Te- 
fus Chrift, inour 'Text,faying, 

Bleffed are the pure ia heart :'for they fall fee 
GO Dalya itn 

Let usthen purifie our hearts, and cleanfe 
out foules,from the filchinefle of finne,and from 
the {pots of iniquity ; lec our confciences bee 
white as fnow, and cleane as wafhed wooll ; let 
us take the firme and inviolable oath of Allea- 
geance to our God , and let us not fuffer Satan 
our mortall enemie to take poffeffion of the fort 
of our foules, of the hill of Syou, that-is of our 
confciences :, let us not fuffer him to ‘make a 
breach in that vow, that we vowed to his obe- 
dience at our firft reception into the Churchby 
Baptifme , and fo wee fhali be wafhed feaven | 
times in the Iordan of repentance , and of con- 
trition for our faults ; when we have put on the 
white roabes of holinefle, juftice, and innocen- 
cie, we fhall be invited to the Lambs wedding, 
we fhall fic downeat table with the Kings fonne, 
| wee fhall be abundantly filled with the daintics 
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of his houfe, and fhall drinke inthe river of his | | 
delights. | 
Ina word, when like the high Prieftwe have 
left off the habits of our natural! corruption, | 
and put on the whiteand cleane garment of fan- | 
Gtification for our felues, of love for our God, | 
of charity for our neighbour ; then, even then, | 
the gate of the moft holy place, which is heaven | 
fhall be opened unto us, wee fhall fee Gods Ma- | 
jeftie, not darkly, and as ina clowd, as it hath | 
long appeared to our fore fathers, but rather as 
a bright fhining Sunne , whofe vertue fhall en- 
lighten us , whofe love fhall warme us, and_ | 
whofe compafiions fhall animate us , at whofe | 
fight wee fhall be vivified, confolated, and glo- 
rified. 
For heewill enrowle us among his Angels, 
will make us Citizens of heaven, and impatriate } 
us to be abfolute poffeffors of the rich treafures | 
of eternall life, where it is farre eafier to know | 
what is nor there, then to difcourfe what is. | 
There, there isno death, no wearineffe, no 
infirmity, no hunger, no thirft,no heat,no cold, 
No corruption , no want, no mourning , nor 
forrow. : ooo 
Wee have told you what there is not there, 
but what there is there, eye Aath mot feene , eare 
hath not heard , neither # it estred into the heart of | 
man , what God bath prepared for thems that love 
hins » now becaufe thefe joyes and felicities 
have not entred intothe heart of man,therefore 
manmuftftrivetoenteriatothem. 


_ God 
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) God fpeakes thus by his Prophet I/aiah,chap. | 


(32. My people fhall dwell in a peaceable habitatosn, 
_andin fure dwellings, and in quict refling places, In 
this bleffed life there is a certaine affurance, a 
‘fare tranquillity, ahappy eternity , an eternal ; 
| happinedle, a perfect-charity, a.perpetuall day, a : 
| quick mot.on ; ina word, all fhalbbe there led, | 
and governed by the fame Spirit. | 
Here let us burne with zeale to afcend to | 
thofe faircplaces ; letus be enflamed with ex- | 
| treame defire of poficfling fo goodly aninheri- | 
‘tance, and if our bodies cannot as yet gocthi- 
ther, yet let our hearts afcend up, if our foule be 
as yet bound and faftned within this mortall 
prifon; atthe leaft, let our faith flieupto thofe 
delicious places , and there reft and fray untill 
our foules be perfectly pure, cleare, and white, 
that one day both in body and foule, wee may | 
‘contemplate Gods divine Majeftie, and fing | 
| cternally withthe holy Angels, Holy, holy ts the 


Lord God of hofts for evermore, AMEN, 
| Moft bountifull God, and moft mercifull | 
King , wee thy fervants and children here 
proftrate and humbled before the high and ho- 
ly tribunal] of thy facred and foveraigne Ma- | 
jeftie, doc ingenuoutly confeffe, that we are not | 
worthy to liftup our eyes, or our hands to- 
wards heaven, to call upon thee in our necefit- 
ties, for our finnes are raifed over our heads like 
terrible mountaines , which ‘feeme to:threaten | 
and defie thy judgements, from the top of their 
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prefumptuous impudencie : Iniquity hath made 
our foules as black as fircbrands, and the tranf- 
ereffion of thy divine commaundements hath | 
made out coni{ciences more red then fearlct ; in| 
a word, forgetting thec, we haue forgotten our 
felues , and remember but as a dreame our be- 
ginning derived from heaven : Wherefore, O 
good Iefus, O fwect Saviour of our bodies and 
foules, kindle in our hearts the fire of thy di- 
vine love, and let it be a candle to our feetc, and 
alight unto our pathes, that wee may fafely 


ef{cape out of thefe terrible downefalls, which 


threaten unto us death and condemnation: wath 
our foules in the precious blood iffuing from 


\thy wounds, make them by thy favour whiter 


A 


then {now, and then wafhed wooll ; we cannot 
enter into thy Tabernacle, before wec be clean- 
fed of our faults: graunt then unto us by thy 
mercy one onely drop of this large, and vait 
ocean of thy great compaffions;wafh ourreabes 
inthe blood of the Lambe, that wee may be 
made worthy to follow him, whither foever 
he goeth. 

Change our eyes into two lively fountaines 
of penitentteares,which may becomea Iordane 
of griefe, and difpleafure , for having beene fo 
wicked before thy face, within the which wee | 
may dip our felues feaventimes , yea feaventy | 
times feaven times, that we may be delivered of | 
the fpirituall leprofte of finne, which makes us 
fo foule and ugly in thy fight and preferce. 

And after thou haft pulled off from us the old 
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man, and cloathed us with the new , which ts 
with juftice and holinefie, when thou haft given 


us the wedding garment, then we fhall fit down. 


with Abrabans, Ifaac, and Jacob, atthe delicate | 
feaft which thou haft prepared for us ; andthe 
which muft be kept upon the mountaine of the 


} 


heavenly Siow , where wee fhall fee thee face to: 


templation, and fhall bee quite ex- 
changed and transformed in- 
to the extafie of this 
rav.fhment. 


| 
face, where we fhall be ravfhed in this con- | 
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THE CROVVNE 
OF PEACE AND 
CONCORD. 
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MA ; Be 5. on 
Bleffed are the Peacemakers : for they fhall 
be called the children of God. 


--@ Hen two Kings to decide 
: ort < 
pon {ome quarrell, are ready to 
7 ey take Armes , they firft of all 
= enkindle the fire of warre in 
“a4 their fubjects hearts, through 
<M alltheir Dominions, thenall 
© & is introuble,combuftion,and 
diforder , and all newes are forrowfull and la- 
mentable , onthe one fide you may {ee defo- 
late Parents, poore olde men, leaning onthe 
brim of their graves, confidering , with eycs 
overflowing with tcares, their deare childrea, 
whom for the oreatnes and multiplicity of their 
M 2 cruell 
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| ~ | eruell wounds they can {carcely know. oat 
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other fide, you are frighted by the lamentable | 
| complaints, by the loude cries, and pitifull la- 
-mentations, of the bewayling widowes, over | 
the dead bodies of their dearely beloved huf- | 
bands: In a word, there is nothing but fire, 
| blood, and flaughter to be feene , fo that one ' 
i may properly fay, That Warre (the mother of | 
yal! mifchicfc) is as it were a feaft celebrated to 
the honour of death, to whom are continually : 
offered up many pitifull and bloody facrifices, | 
which fhe exa@ly keepes in the grave. | 
But when fome great Prince or earthly Mo- 


| narch undertaketh toagree them, his Embaffa- 


dors are every where received with openarmes, 
bone-fires , and triumphall arches , ereéted in | 
token of that joy and contentment which they 
receive, by their mediation for peace,according 
tothat faying ofthe Lord, Bleffed are the fecte of 
thofe that bring tidings of peace,Rom.10,16. 
lefus Chrift here continueth his Sermon to 
his Difciples, where in a continued order hee | 
fheweth them the perfeétion of bleffedneffe, he | 
moketh them fcale the heavens by eight de- 
grees , which they muft afcend here on earth, 
And havirg fpoken formerly of fix, hee com- 
| meth now co the feaventh, faying, Ble/fed are the 
| Peacemakers. for they fhall be called the children 
of God. 
Which words by Gods affiftance, wee will 
divide into two principall parts ; 1. the propo- 
'fition; 2.the reafon of it, the propofition’con- 
tae cerncth | 
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cerneth the Peacemakers, and their felicity : the 
reafon of this beatitude, is, t00¢ called the children 
of God, 

Now for our better underftanding of thefe | 
| words, let us handle them all {éverally, and let. 
us for a while leave this concrete word Peace- 
_ maker, and {o come to his abftract, to wit,peace, | 

the which is diverfly defined according to the | 
feverall forts and degrees ofit. i F 

For there ts the peace of the body , whichis. 
a juft temperature of the parts. | 

There is apeace of the irreafonable foule, 
which isan inordinate reft of the appetite. \ 

There is a peace of the reafonable foule, 
which is a moderated confent of the ation,and 
underftanding. 

‘Thereis a peace of the fouleand body which | 
is a well governed life, and the health of the li- 
ving creature. 

There isa peace of mortall man, which isa 
well ordered obedience in faith, under rhe go. 
vernment of the eternall,and divine law. 

There isa peace of the houle , which con- | 
fitteth ina juft concord of the domefticall, both 
in commanding,and obeying. | 

There is a peace of the Citie, which isa | 
concord among the Citizens. | 

Thereis a peace of the heavenly Citie,which.., 

isa well governed Societie , wholly and cter- | 
nally to enjoy God. 

There isa peace of men, which is a mutuall | 
concord. Andagaine, there is a péace of all | 

M things, 
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things, which is a perfe& tranquillity of order: 
| now order is nothing elfe but a true difpofition, 
ceiving to every thing his true ranke and place, 
The Hebrew word uw /halom, reprefenteth 
,encto us exceeding well her Effence; for it fig- 
nifieth a happy fuccefle of all things in God. 
Where we may note that every word hath 
his weight, and ineftimable value. 

For firft it is a fuccefle, and nota hazard, 
which is happy and not unlucky, ofall, and not 
of fomething onely, in God, and not in the 
world. 

* The Grecians call it "Et, quiet, fweet, 
eracious, as deferving that name x4l" efey', by 
cxccllencie , becaufe there is nothing in the 
world to bee compared to the excellencie ofa 

| publick and particular reft, and tranquillity, 

| The Letines call it Pax, yaaft pacuta, becaufe 
it is peaceable, and no way mooved by the 
windes of feditions, nor of defperate paffions ; 
Shee is like the Sea when it is calme and quiet, 
there is nothing fairer to behold, then the hu- 

‘mid and ferene plaines of it, all feeming to be 
an entire piece of Chriftall. 

And to prove that peace is nothing eife but 

gentleneffe, and courtelie,let us heare the Apo-| 
ftle S'.Pawl,Heb 11.31. 


Tlises pace i mipyn ov ovve.aw'aslo mig a@esnougs, Ska 
udu To's xe] nonomeus were’ éspiions. 


By faith Raba6 the harlot perifhed not, with 
them that belceved not, when fhe had received 
the {pies with peace, which is gently, and cour- 
teoufly, 
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tedufly, fo that fhe did them no harme, nor fut. 
fered any to be done unto them,any way atall. 

So we read tha: Chrift after his refurie@i on 
came among his Difciples , iaying unto them, | 
Peace be unto you. | 

We reade alfo in the 2. Chap. of Saint Leke, | 

| ver.29.Uv Savaviess Tey SedaAes cov d¥azola, x7! Te piieces oD, | 

| evcugivy. Lord now lettef? thon thy fervant depart in | 

| peace according to thy word, chat is, thou fufferett 
him to depart with happineffejand felicity, fince 
he hath feene thy face. 

And in the 1¢c.Chap., of Saine Math, ver.r3. 
Ifthe houfe be worthy te receive you , let your peact 

| come nponst: but if the houfe be not worthy Jet your 
peace returne toyou, Where all interpreters agrce, 
that by this word peace, Chriftunderftandech all 
things goodand favourable, allbleffings, and 
all graces. 

Now that wee may the more delight in the 
defcription of this garden of peace; let us there- 
in imitate thefe Painters , who intending to re- 
prefent unto us fome very excellenthbeauty, ufe 
to draw and place clofe by it fome black, and 
ghaftly pi€ure, that by the oppofition of that 
deformity , our eyes may take the more plea- 
fure and delight, in beholding thar faire and 
beautifull face oppofite to it, according to the 
truth of the Latine Proverb , Comtraria comtrariys 
oppofita magus eluce{cunt: One contrary appeareth 
better by the oppfition of his contrary: fo the 
darknefle of the night makes us find rhe Sunnes 
light more pleafant, the thornes embellifh the 
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Rofes, andthe roughneffe of the black briers 
feeme to adde excellencie to the foft whiteneffe 
of the Lillies: Even fo if wee {peake alittle of 
the mifchiefes of warre, we fhall find the {weer- 
neffe of peace farre the more excellent,aad with- | 
out ftaying , letus here fay with Péntarch in the | 
‘life of Fabius Maximus, That warre is atime | 
| when neither right nor reafon can finde place: | 
Calan faid, that the time of warre, and that of | 
'lawes were two; It is a time when Iuftice ts* 
| trodden uader feete, when the time of ill doing | 
isin feafon, when unfaichfulneffe is taken for 
yertuc: O time pitifully miferable, fince force 
trampleth Iufticeunder foote, when nothing is 
| to be feene but fire, flaughters, treafons, rob- 
| beries, cruelties, tortures ; ina word, all that 
| fearefulneffe which hell can afford , there you | 
may fee virgins ravifhed , children hanging on | 
| their mothers breatt {laine,honeft women moc- | 
| ked and abufed by the infolent fouldier, Chur- 
ches robbed, houfes pillaged ; there is nothing 
to be feene but burning, but flaughtered bedies, 
butbloed ; nothing is to be heard but lamen- 
table fighes, cries, and groanes ; in a word, all 
humanity is banifhed from thence, fo that wee | 
fay , that warre ¢ff bonerum mors, omninm vero 
malorum fows oy {caturigo - Warreis the death 
of goodneffe, and the life and beginning of 
all evill. 
Now is not this faceat the firft fight capable 
to make us abhorre it, even before we perceive 
the leaft lineament , or the leaft draught or fha-| 


dow | 
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dow of beauty , which appeares inthe face of 
his contrary, that is of peace, 
| put letus fee the eff¢&s of warre in the hearts 
whereit is predominant, certainly ¢x malo cor- 
| 10, maluwe cum, tx malo ovo, malum omen, Of an 
ill Raven, an illegge, ofanill egge, an ill pre- 
fage ; for asthe Philofophers fay , Qualss canfa 
tales effectwe,as is the caufe, fo is the effec; Eagles 
dee not bring forth Doves, nor warre this hor- 
ribleand fearefull monfter, any thing elfe but 
| cruelty, rigour, and flerceneffe. 
| When man is poffeffed by any of thefe foo- 
lif paffions, (daughters of difafter , and mo- 
thers of misfortune). then his reafon is all dif- 
figured by ir, the ufe of it is loft, Denigrata ef 
faper carbones facies gue, The fun@ions of his 
minde are turned upfide downe, they are likea 
brokenclock, wherein all is in diforder, andto 
which there is no trufting : The royall Prophet 
David fheweth us the effects of it,in few words, 
In mine anger (faith he) mine eye was troubled, mey 
| foule, ana my belly were moved, 

And indeed inthat cafe man is quite perver- 
ted, his fun@tions depraved, hee foames at the 
_mouth,his eyes glifter, he fhaketh, and {weateth 
allover his body, . 
| Ora tument ira, nigre(cunt fanenine Vene, 
| Lumina gorgonco {xvius igne micant, 

As in the clowds are formed all the meteors, 
all the ftormes, thunders, hayles, mifts, raines, | 
fogges, that trouble the ayre , make the earth | 
dirty , and caufea thoufand incommoditics = 

the 
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the world, even fo in the mécrocofme , or little 
world, wrath confoundeth all, and overthrow: | 
eth all order. | 
But when that powerfull planet, the funne of | 
-reafon hath difpell’d and fcattered the mifts of , 
thofe confufiors, the clowds of fo many difor- 
ders,then his light pierceth and paffech through: 
all thofe ebf{cure darkneffes.to thine on the aGi- 
ons, and to put the minde in her firft ftation and | 
| temper. | 
Acholerick man maketh me remember the 
Bee, that being troubled, ftingeth him that an- | 
gereth her, but in ftinging, leaveth her fting in 
the wound, and with it her life, Avimafy, inund. | 
\ were ponunt : So the cholerick man thinking to“ 
} wound others, killeth his owne foule, aad mur- | 
|thereth it with hisowne weapons , patitert.1é" 
\umlnera facta /wes. | 
Salomon that wife King faith, Tat the Kings: 
| wrath us like the roaring of a-Lyon, and again} which: 
who can fubfift, and that his mildueffe ts like shemor- | 
ning dewe, 
When the Sunne paffeth through the Zodi- | 
ack, and is entered into the figne of Leo, ween- 
dure unfufferable heat, fo when wrath is joy ned 
with power , and fome likelthood of reafon, it 
produceth ftrange effeéts. 
The Lyon is a beaft of an exceeding hot 
{complexion , which caufeth in his mouth fo 
trong an infection,.and ftinke, that when hee 
hath devoured the halfe of his prey, that which 
he ieavethis fuddenly putrified, and corrupted, 
I 
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which fhe beareth,& propagates in the hearts of: 
peacemakers, which are fo great,that S'. 4agu/?, | 
faith, Tantus eft pacts bonis, ut in rebws terrents nibil 
| gratins foleat audiri , nibil defiderabsliws concupijci, 
| wibtl poflremsa pofsit meliws inveniri. Peace ts fo : 
| great agood upoa the earth , thatno pleafanter’ 
thing can be heard, nothing more delightfull- 
defired, and nothing better found. | 
Saint Bernardin the 9. Serm. on the Lords | 
Supper fpeaketh thus of it, The peace of this | 
world is inthe which whileft we dwell we van-: 
| quifh our enemies, wee love one another, and | 
judge not of thofe things thar are hidden from 
us, that peace which fhall bee in the worldto 
‘come, fhall be when wee fhall raigne without | 
enemie:, where onc fhall not be of contrary ad- | 


| 
uice to the other ; ina word, whereall things’ 


fhall bee knowne , and open to every one, and 
endeththus, Jefus Chrift is this true peace, be-: 
caufe hee hath reconciled us to God his Father, | 
by the ineftimable priceofhis blood, | 


| Saint Augaffine in the Sermon of the word of | 
| | the Lord fpeaketh thus of it, Pax eft ferenitas 


mentis,tranguillitas.aninsi, fimplecitas cordis, vincu- 
lim amorts, confortinm charitatis, hac eff que fimul- 
tates tollit, bella compe(cit, irae comprimit , {aperbes 
calcat, humsiles amat, difcordes cedat, inimicos con- 
cordat , cuncits cf placida, nefcit extolli , nefcit in- 
flari, banc qui acceperit teneat, qui perdiderit repe- 
tat,quiansiferitexquirat, quontam qui ineadem non 
erit iaventus,a patre abdicatur, a Filigexharedatnr, 
a Spivitn Santto alienus efficitur, mecad hareditatem: 
} 
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Domini poterit venire,quiteflimonium pacis moluerit 
obfervare. Thefe be golden words deferving well 
to be knowne, and to be exad&ly obferued, 
Peace, faith hee, is acalmeneffe of the under. 
ftanding, atranquillity ofthe minde, a fimpli. | 
city of the heart, the bond of peace, the pra@ife | 
| of charity; it is peace that taketh away qua- 
| rels, endeth warres, appeafeth wrath, treadeth 
the proud under foote, loves the humble, paci 
fieth the quarelfome,agreeth the enemies, which 
is gracious to all,which is not high minded nor | 
proud, which whofgever hath received,let him | ™ 
conferne it, who fo hath lotic, let him feeke | 
and recover it , for hee that fhall not be found | 
in it,is difclaimed by the Father, difinherited by 
the Sonne, alienated from the Holy Ghoft, nor 
fhall hee ever attaine to the Lords inheritance, 
that would not obferue the bonds and teftimo- 
nie of peace. 

‘Now we haue heard thefe two pillars of the 
Church of God; let us hearken to himfelf, | 
fpeaking by the mouth of his cholen veffell, Co- | 
| lofs. 3.15. Let the peace of God rvle in your hearts, to | 
the which alfo ye are cated , in one body, and be ye | 
thankfull. And Pailip.4.7. The peace ofGod which | 
| paffeth ail underflanding , keepe your hearts avd 
' msindes, through Iefus Chrift. | 

And that which fhould moft bind us to love | 
this Peace, is the foring orhead foun‘aine from 
whenceit floweth ; for as the warre of finne 
proceedeth from the wicked one , fo the peace 
efour confciences commeth from the Father of | 
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eternity, from the King of mercy, as wee read 
1. Theffal.s 23. The very God of peace, fanctifie you 
wholly. 
This peace of con{cience is 2 marke, aad'an 
| effe& of our iuftification.by faith, as wee reade 
_ hon.s5 1. Therefore being juflified by faith,we have. 
peace with Ged, through our Lord lefis Chrift, ) 
| Allthefe places fhould induce and incite us 
to the practife of peace , fince the recompence | 
| promifed to itis fo excellent; Ina word, letus 
fhut the gate of peace, with that faying of Xeao- | 
phon, eiphon doxes usa ayader rhs aydpalres sivas, mASUG- 
dt’ uéza nandv. Peace is the greateft good can hap- | 
pen to men, and warre the ereatelt hurt. 
Bleffed are the peacemakers : far they fhall be called 
‘the childves of Goa, 
This word peacemaker is diverfly interpreted 
by Authors , for fome hold that thofe are they 
-| whichlive juftly, aad who bytheira@ions ne- 
ver provoke the divine Iuftice. | 
Others as Agu. hold, thatthofeare meant, 
which pofleffe a very peaceable confcience, | 
that is, that are not agitated by the troubles of | 
finne. 
|  Othersbeleeve, that thofe are they that * 
| not Authors of quarrels,and diffentions. 
Others underftand: it of thofe: that forgive ' 
freely the injuries and wrongs done wito them, 
as Hilarias. 
The laft, and moft likely to be the beft opi- 
nion, ofthe which number are Chry/oftome, Ex- | 
| thyrwins, and T heop/ylacte, is, that the true peace. 
makers: 
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i'makers are thofe that are themfclues , and in 
| themfelucs peaceable, and pacified,and that be- 
fides, that try their uttermoft endevours and po- 
wer, to compound differences, and to intro. 
duce peace where diffention & diforder raigne: | 
And this interpretation commeth nearer to the | 
Greeke word of our Text, dspnvererei, Ouaft pa- ' 
cem facientes, aut conciliantes, Thofe that com- | 
pound quarrels ; and this interpretation 1s alfo 
very convenient to the charge and duty which 
was enjoyned the Apoftles , to whom Iefus 
- | Chrift fpake thefe words , who were to keepe 
maximes altogether contrary to thofe which 
the world practifeth, who doth efteeme farre 
more thofe that fight valiantly , and that con- 
tinue obftinately in conbat, then thofe that 
make peace, and pacific all thines ; now this 
maxime was to be practifed by the Apoftles, as 
beingto fight and overcome the world, not by 
force of Armes, but by geatleneffe and mild- 
neffe, as we read Saint Lake ro.chap. ver.5. Into | 
whatever houfe ye enter, firf fay, Peace be to this | 
houfe, - , oe 
Befides, the Apoftles were to imitate the 
Prince of the Apoftles, Lefws Christ, the true and 
| perfect reprefentation of meckenefle, humility, 
and mildneffe,as we may underftand and know, 


: 

| 

if we runne overall the aétions of his life, untill | 
hisafcenfion up to heaven ; now this meeke- 
neffe procceded from him, both by inclination, 
for he was the Lamb of God, and by imitation, 

Gt he waslike his Father , that isnot a God of | 

con- 
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'confufion, but a God of peace, asthe Apoftle 
faith, inthe 1.tothe Cor. 14.33. And Rom. 16, 
2c. The God of peace [hall bruife Satan under your 

feete fhortly, And 2.Cor.11. Brethren live in peace, 

| and the God of love and peace fhall be with you : Te 
was needfull, I fay, that thefe good Difciples 
fhould bee like their Mafter , whofe duty and 
charge it was to reconcile men unto God, as 
we read Kows.5.10,For tf wher we were enemies we 
were reconciled te Ged, by the death of his Son, much 
more being reconciled , wee (hall be faved by his life, 
And 2.Cor.5 18.20. Ged hath reconciled ws to him- 
filfe by lefus Chriit,and hath given us the miniftery 
of reconciliation. For God was in Chrift reconciling 
the world unto hirsfelfe, and not imsputing their tref- 


| paffes auto thens, 


And Colo. 1. 20. It pleafed the Father to recon. 
cile all things to himfelfe, through the blood of bis 
croffe. 

i. what praife deferuc thofefoules, that fee- | 
ing fo many differtions and quarrells kindled, 
ruone prefently, and make haft, to bring the 
wholefome water of peace and quietneffe, leaf | 
the continuation fhould caufe a cotall ruine, or 

fome irreparable hurt; thofe, I fay, are doubt- 
| leffe , and without comparifonto be preferred 


.}to the valianteft Champions , that come into 


the field, for thofe overcome the bodies, thefe 
vanquifh and tame the mindes, thofe fight for a 
crowne that willwither, thefe eternally carrie 
away a greene crowne of benedictions and blef- 
fings ; thofe teare and breake their bodies, thefe 

beautifie 
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beautifie and ftrengthen their foules; In a word, 
the iffue of the combat of thofe is recompen- | 
fed, but by 2 little weake renowne,in the uncon. | 
ftant & different minds of men, but the end of | 

thefe is an exceeding excellent glory, an eternal! 
| triumph, and trophees that never die, inthe | 

P) 

bleffed remembrance of God and the Angels. | 
God commanded Noah to build an Arke of | 
| polifhed wood, covered with pitch, fo muftall | 
_faithfull Chriftians bee infeparably united the | 
| one to the other, by chaines of love, and bonds 
_of concord and amity, that fo they may efcape 
from the deluge of unreconcileable hatred, and 
' quarrells. ” 
| A bhip fplit, and that “takes in water every 

where, giveth feare of an infallible fhipwrack, 
for every Kingdome divided fhall fall into de- 
‘folation, faith Tefus Chrift, right fo roughand 
unfociable fpirits, that will never confenttoan 
aorecmeat, are thereby nearer their grave. | 

In the Arke of Noah, the Lyon was with the 

Hart, the Woolfe with the Lamb, the Eagle 
with the Pigeon, the Hawk with the Partridge; 
{othe peacemaker mutt procure peace, not one- | 
ly among his neighbours , when they are fal- | 
Jen out, but he muft alfo receive into the Arke 
ot his heart friends and foes,without diftin@ion | 
| or difference of perlons, Thea {halt love thy neigh- 

bour as thy felfe , faith the law of Mofes ; but the 

law of grace goes farther, and fayeth , Love 
| yorr cmcwsles, pray for thems that perfecute you, Ma- 
| 
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Tt hath beene noted, that Bees never ftay 
their {warmes,nor build their Hives where Ec- 
choes refound, by the repercuffion of the ayre, 
fo the Spirit of grace dwelleth not in foules full | 
of diffentions and wrath. 

Whileft the Temple of Salowson was build- 
ing,there was heard neither Hammer nor Sawe, 
which teacheth us , that for the building of a 
good con{cience, there mu't bee heard neither 
the hammers of debate,nor the faw of quarrels, | 
to the end that God who dwelleth in the temple 
of our hearts , may receive gracioufly the in- 
cenfe of our prayers, and-accept freely of our 
peace offerings. 

It is alfo noted, that the gates were made of | 
Olive tree, which is thetrue fymbole of peace, | 


to fhew us that the gates of our foule, to wit, 
our -fenfes , muft bee nothing but peace and 
gentlenefic, 

When Abraham came from the overthrow 
of the five Kings, that had pillaged Sodeme, Mel- ' 
chifedeck King of Salem, that is King of peace | 


a 


wine, and after bleffed them. . | 
A rare pi@ture for our defigne, 1s Abraham 
the Father of the faithfull,who with all hisfoul-_ 
diers, reprefent unto us the faithfull, who under | 
the {tandard of Faith, go fight againft the ene- 
mics of their faluation, which are lacea with 
the {poyles of {pirituall Sodome, and returning 
from their happy victory, fhall meete the true 
Melchifedeck , that King of peace Iefus Chrift 
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our Saviour, of which the other was but lively 
atype and figure, who fhall fillthem withthe 
bread of peace, and with wine of joy, and who | 
will bleffe them in the reft of their way , which | 
they haveto make in this life, untill with Ara- 
ham they are‘come to their defired reft , to that 
heavenly Canaan, forthe which they figh and | 
refpire. : 

Weread inthe 1.of Kings, chap. 19. ver. IE. 
that God faid to Elijah , Goe forth and fland upon 
the mount before the Lord, and behold the Lord paf. 
fed by, anda great and flrong winde rent the moun. 
tames, and brake ia pieces the rockes before the Lord, 
but the Lord was not ia thewinde,and after the winde 
anearthyuake, but the Lord was not in the earth- 
quake, And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was rot inthe fire, and after the fire a flill fall 
noife,and God was there, Which teacheth vs,that 
God dwelleth not in the windes of wrath , in 
the earthquakes of paffions, in the fire of ma- 

'liceand envie , but in the tranquillity of reft 
and peace. 

When the great Meffias , the Redeemer of 
our foules, the true Salomon, the King of peace, 
came to guild and decorate the world with the 
brightneffe of his graces and bleffings,the earth | 
was quiet,the nations lived ina profound peace, | 
the Angels denouncing to the Sheepheards his | 
arrivall, tuned thofe melodious Ditties intheir | 
facred Hymnes , Glory bee to God onhigh , and on 
earth peace, good will towardsmen, Luk.2.14- | 

When hee entred into any houfe, the falue 

| O2 tation | 
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re 
tation and bleffing which he gave, was, Peace be 
| to this boufe , fhewing unto us by that, that the | 
| greateft good and blefling that can happen to 
' man, confift in peace. | 
‘When hee was ready to depart out of this | 
_ world, hee faidto his Apoftles , 7géve you zy 
| peace, I leave you my peace, as being the rareft gift 
after faluation, which he could give unto them, 
Gtn,34.276 —" 
Saint Aagu/fine is very witty in thefe points, | 
Sicss (piritss bumanus.nunquam vivificat nscembra | 
nifi fucrint untta : fic [pivitus fasclus nsnquam nos 
vivificat nifi pace unites, As (faith hee) the foule 
of man doth not quicken or vivifie ourmem- | 
bers unleffe they be joyned together: fo the = 
holy Ghoft doth never vivifie or quicken us, but 
when we are united by the bond of peace. 
Ignatius. faith, by Sy duewor tspirns, There is 
nothing better then peace. ‘a 
And Saint Bafsl ad 0 tows Idoy nessiave ats oe espn 
| yomucix. There is nothing more.proper and natu- | 
jrall to a Chriftian , then to reconcile and pa- | 
| cific. 

Let us fay with an ancient Author, that peace 
isthe fale of this life, without which it is unfa- 
vorie, and without relifne 
| When falt is put into the water, it melteth, 
and infenfibly becomes liquid, but when itis 
ithrowne into the fire, it cracketh, untill it bee 
| quite confirmed ; Evenfo.is the peacemaker, for 
| he conformeth and fafhioneth himfelfe fo qui- 
| velly to peate. and tranquillity, that hee liveth 
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therein as in his owne element , out of the! 
which hee cannot fubfift, but when either by | 
chance, or misfortune, he findes himfelfe in the | 
; | midft of noyfe, in the fire of diforder, and’ 
among the flames of contentions & riots , then 
| he crieth, runneth, and tormenteth him({elfe, | 
| untill by his agitation and diligence , hee have | 
* quenched and reprefled allsholdirg this indubi- | 
‘| tablemaxime, that “i 
Candida pax homines,trux decetivaferas. | 
Inaword, to end this difcourfe of politique | 
peace, we fay, that if warre bea thorne, peace. 
isa Rofe; if chat be bitterneffe, this is fiveer- | 
'neffe; ifthat bea ftorme, this is a calme wea- | 
ther; if thatbe full of mifchiefes, this is full of 
| goednefle ; if that cauleth poverty, this brings 
and gives riches ; Ina word, ifthat killeth; chis 
giveth life ; and toend with the Poet, let us fay, 
Nwlls [alss-belto, pacem te pofcimus omnes, | 
But let us after the example of the- high | 
Prieft, enter into the moft holy place of the | 
Temple of Salomon, and there vifite that facred | 
‘larkeofour confciences, withinthe which God | 
will keepe his fefiions.:: lee us contempiate that | 
ineftimable peace,immediatly proceeding from | 
the remiffion of our finnes, and moft particular | 
and perfect affiftance of the holy Ghoft , dwel- | 
ling in our foules; for itis impoffible that any 
other, but the juft fhould poffeffethat peace of 
confeience, fecing that betweene finne (the de. 
vils-child, and the father of trewble) and peace, 


and quietneffe , there is fo great an antipathy, 
O 3 that 
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that if finne can fet the leaft footing in any 
place, hee driveth away prefently from thence 
peace and reft, and in their reome introduceth 
and breedeth therein quarrells and contentions, 
which like tormentors , doe miferably torture, | 
and cruclly handle the miferable hearts where 
they lodge; and therefore the ancient Fathers 
ofthe Church openly pronounce, that the srea- 
teft felicity wherein Adam the firft modell of 
mankinde was created , was peace of the heart, 
that reft of confcience, which hee poffeffed ab- 
folutely within Paradife, having no other care 
or thought, but to love his Creator, to honour 
his Conferuater,and to adore his God. 

But after that hee was fallen from that ftate 
of innocencie, by the greatneffe of his fault, af- 


peace from his heart, then you fee him in trou- 
ble, he flieth, he hideth himfelfe, he is aftaid of 
himfelfe, he covereth his nakedneffe with figgc | 
leaves, he trembleth, and dareth not an{were to 
that terrible and fearefull voyce , which hee 
heard walking in the Garden , behold the firft 
effe@s which nis finne brought forth. 

The Royall Prophet David, Palm. 85. 10. 
faith, Righteoufneffe and peace have kiffed each other, 
vpon which Saint Auguftine difcourfeth thus ; 

Due {int amice, jaftitia ce pax, tu forte anam 
vis, Cr alteram non facis, nemo enins eff qui non we- 
Lit pacem , fed non omnes volunt operart jftitiam, 
fi amicam pacis non amaveris , neque te amabit 
pax ipfa. | 
Righ- 
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eee 
_ Righteoufneffe and Peace bee two friends, 
thou it may bee defirelt the one, and wilt not 
practife the other ; there bee none bet wifh for 
peace , butall will not doe righteoufnefte ; if | 
thou love not the friend of peace,peacealfo will | 
not loue thee. , 

Iuftice with reafon is called the mother of | 
peace, becaute it goeth aiwayes before, and is 
immediatly followed by it, Peace is the worke of 

| juftice faith the Prophet Ifaiah, chap.32.+7 And 
the Pfalmiff inthe 72. Palm, ver.7. Inthofe dayes 
vighteou{nelfe foal flourifh , and abundance of peace, 
And Pfalm, 119. ver. 165. Great peace have they 
| which lave thy lav. 
| From which propofitions , wee draw this 
conclufion , that to have this peace of confci- 
ence it is needfull for us to be jutt,to feare God, 
_and to walke exactly in the obferuation of hi; 
facred commandements. 

So contrarily the wicked can have no peace, 

becaufe of the worme of finne, that gnaweth 
' continually their foules, as we read Pfs/m.28.3, 
I lucke and unhappineffe isin their wayes , and the 
| way of peace have they not knowne, T bere is no peace 
| for the wicked, faith the Lord ; they thinke ne- 
| vertheleffe that they have this peace, when they | 
| enjoy their pleafures ; but this peace lafteth but 
/amoment, and like their pleafure is prefently | 
followed by an extreame gricfe, it islethargick | 
{leepe, very dangerous ; itis a fecurity, butit is 
carnall, it isa fleepe, but that reprefenteth unto 
them athoufand apparitions , and a thoufand 
| ftrange 
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‘refpeét of that great fire,here it fudfifteth but by. 
| faith, then it fhall be effected. | 


| {cience-is a particular feeling and knowledge. 
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ftrange vifions. The wicked mans peace !s like 
thofe firesavhich by night appeare burning in 
hills and medowes, the which if man follow, 
‘they will infenfibly leade him into terrible 
downefalls , but the true peace of a good con- 
{cience, as faith an ancient Author , 1s the title 
of Religion, the Temple of Salomon, the field of 
_bleffing, the garden of delights, the Angels joy, 
| the Arke of the covenant, the treafure of the 
| great King, the Court ef God , the Tabernacle 
of his Sonne, the tent of his Spirit, the tower of 
Sion, the booke with feaven feales, which is to 
be opened upon that great and fearefull day of 
judgement. 7 
Saint Aage/tine (in his Citic of God){peaketh | 
thus of it, Pax nostra propria, hic eff, curs Deo per | 
fides, co in eternums erit cums illo per [pectews, talis 
off pax ut folatinws miferie fit potius quam beatitudl- 
nis zaudiuwm, Ourowne peace (that is the peace 
of our hearts) is here with God by faith, and in 
eternall life fhall it be with him by vifion: that. 
peace which now we enjoy, is butafparke in| 


—- 


In a word let us fay , that the peace of con- | 
that God is pacified withus, that he hath Blor- 
ted out our mifdeedes , that hee hath caft away 
our iniquitics from before his face, like a clowd, 
that wee are no longer under the Kingdome of 
Satan, nor ofthe ficfh , but are received in our 
heavenly Fathers favour , like the prodigal! 


child | 
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child, that wee fhall dwell in his houfe all the 
dayes of our life, and there receive thofe goods, 
joyes, and delights which he hath referued for 
his children. 

Hitherto wee have {poken of peace in gene- 
rall, andin particular of politique peace, and of 
the care mult bee ufed to bring it to paffe, of 
peace of confcience,or.with God,of the worlds, 
or wicked mans peace , that troubleth all them }- 
that live not like him: now letus {fpeake of that 
a which is in our felues, and of the vertue 
of it. 

Among all the perfections wherewith our 
firtt Father Adam was adorned, during the ftate 

| of his innocencie,mildnefle was one, at the {ent 
whereof all living creatures ranneto him, to 
doe him homage, and yeeld him obedience. 

Mofes in the booke of Namebers , is called the 
debonnaire, or gracions, for which quality, God 
loved him dearely, and for a teftimoniall of his 
love, called him to that honourable charge of 
deliverer, Prince and lawgtver ofhis pcople. | 

The King and Prophet David had this ver- 
tne in great meafureinhim, for which caufe : 
God changing his Sheepheards crooke intoa | 
Royall Scepter, gave him vid@ory over a world 
of enemies, that rofe up continually againtt | 
him, which maketh him to cry out in one of his | 


Pfalmes, Lord remember David and his manfisetude 

or clemencie, In the booke of Leviticus, God 

| commandeth the Priefts to offer hima Lam'ic 

without blemifh for a peace offering ; a Lambe; 
P 
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i 
— is the fymbole of mildneffe, then according to | 
| 


that command, hee that will receive the peace- | 
‘| makers recompence from God, muft offer him | 
his foulefull of gentleneffe and mildneffe. 

The Lambe in the Revelation of all living | 
| creatures, was onely found worthy to open the | 
-booke fealed with feaven feales, fo among ail 

men the faithfull onely, and arnong the faithful! | 

J the meeke, fhall bee able to open the booke of | 
lifethere to behold his name written before the 
foundation of the world. 

The Bridegroome in the Cemticles , calleth 
thus his beloved , Come my Dove, that art in the 
lefts of the rocke , thy eyes are like Doves cyes, and | 

thy cheekes like Turtles, my Dove ts alone, ang 
perfect. ; 
Now tt is familiarand common enough,that 
of all creatures Doves are the fymbols of mild- 
nefle, and meekeneffe, for itis nored that they | 
| have no gall. And heretoapply thefe places to | 
\ our defigne, let us know that the Bridegroome | 
‘inthis epithalaminm or marriage fong, is Iefus | 
Chrift himfelfe, fpeaking to his Church, fetring 
her forth by her lively colours, by the penfill 
of his love, fhewiag us in this comparifon of 
jthe Dove, the perfections wherewith fhee is 
| adorned, where if wee waigh and confider dili- 
| gently the force of every word, wee fhall finde 
\ them allemphaticall, and deferuing a more par-. 
ticular fearch-and obferuation. | 
He faith firft Veni Columba mea, come my | 
Dove, heedoth not call her my Eagle, or my | 
Hawke,’ 


| 
| 
| 
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Hawke, for thofe are creatures too cruell, lo- 
ving nothing but blood, and flaughter, and | 
their humour is incompatible with the Bride- | 


' groomes bounty, who defircth that the Church | 


{ 


| 


| 


(his well beloved Sponfe) bee altogether like 
him, and therefore he calleth her my Dove, as 
having no gall, nor bitterneffe in her foulc’ 
When that fweet IESvs was baptized by 
Tohn in lordane , the three divine perfons of the 
glorious Trinity wereclearcly manifefted, for 
the majeftuous voyce of the Father was heard 
{peaking from heaven thus , This # wy well be- 


loved Sonne , in whows I am well pleafed, Mathew 


jel Z- 

Tefus Chrift was in Jordane, and the holy 
Ghott defcended from heaven like a Dove,and 
lighted upon him, from which place,wee may 
draw this inftru@tion , that if wee defire to bee 
called the children of God, if we wifh toheare 
from heaven that gracious voyce, {peaking to 
our foules, Thon art my well beloved Soune,in whens 
I am well pleafed. 

If wee afpire to that great happineffe to re- 
ceive the fpirit of grace, mildneffe,and mecke- 
neffe in our confciences. 

Let us remember that wee mutt be like uato 
{weet lEsVS ourexample , hee was naked, fo 
muft we put offcruelty, malice, and hatred : he 
was inthe water, ever fo toenjoy fo greata fa-_ 
vour, we muft plunge our felues in the rivers of 
ourteares, inthe Iordane of aholy and true re- 
pentance, which may openour hearts, and con- 
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tinually touch them with eriefe , for our fore- 
pat offences. 
| It was Gods ordinance under the law of Afo- 


—— ae gee 


fes, that whena man was uncleane, hee fheuld | 
' for his purification refort tothe Temple, and | 
| chere offer two Turtle Daves. | 
| That we may light the torch of truth with- | 
| inthe fhadow ot Mofes law, let us fay, thatthere | 
is uothing that more infeéteth and foyleth the | 
foule, chen cruelty, debates, and hatred ; It isa ! 
| Gangrene that gnaweth and undermineth her, | 
untillicfeeth her abfolutely poffefled by wic- 
/ked fpirits ; but the onely remedy tothis obfti- 
nate difeafe, is, to runne to the facred Temple 
of Gods divinemercy , thereto offer him the | 
gift ofa mild, meeke,and peaceable confcience. | 
When Noah would know if the waters were 
withdrawne from upon the face of the earth, he 
fent fortha Dove, which came to himinthe 
evening with an Olive branch in her mouth ; 
alfo he fent forth a Raven, which returned nor, |. 
becaufe hee ftayd on the dead bodies , and 
(tinking carcaffes of thofe which died in this 
inundation. 

God (in this example) is reprefented unto 
us by Noah, our foule by the Dove, peace by the 
Olive branch,it is God that ftaying in the Arke 
of heaven, fendeth our foules to vifire the in- 
undations of this world , which meffage faith- 
fully to performe, they donot fit on the higheft 
and loftieft tops of Cedars, and Pinetrees, for 
they love not vanity , nor the glory of this, 


world 
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world, they doe not pearch upon the Tuniper, 
northornes of quarrels and contentions , burt 
upon the Olive tree of mildneffe, and mecke- | 
; nefle, wherewith they adorne themfelues, and | 
fo prepare themfelues to returae into their hea- 
| venly Country, there co give a true account of | 
their journey. | 
| 
| Burthe Ravens that ftayed upon the carcaffes | 
\ drowned by the flood, are thofe blacke aad in- 
fected foules, thar delight in nothing burt quar- | 
rels and contentions , and who fo exceffively | 
love the corruptions of this world, thatthey | 
mever returne to heaven, from whence they 
' tooketheir firft flight. | 
Theexcellencie of this particular peace can- | 
| not be fufficiently knowne, without we confider | 
the privation of it, that is contemplate her con. | 
trary ; letusjudge it by our felues, for there is | 
no man that finneth not, there is nothing more | 
extrauagant in the world then a feared confci- 
| ence, nothing more toffed up and downe then 
| 2 fouletroubled and vexed by the unquictneffe 
offinne, for example doe wee fecke the meanes 
tro revenge fome injurie ? prefently our minde 
runneth and rangeth all about, to obtaine a fuf- | 
ficient fatisfation, Our eyes dart and caft forth | 
burning famesof wrath, andrage; our mouth | 
proffereth nothing but injuries , and blafphe- 
mies ; our feete cannot ftand ftill 5 our hands | 
itch ; our hearts vomit revenge,and our braines , 
are fo preoccupated by this damnable paffion, 
thatthere is nothing but coafufion to be feene, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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as ina clocke out of order , whofe wheeles are 
| difmounted ; thefe be the effects of finne, that 
| never gives reftto afoule,never fo little touched 
by the venome of his paffion. 

Confider { pray, a malefactor how bold and 
| fecret foever his crime be, hee thinks neverthe- 
'leffe thar all know it, the leaft looke altercth his 
| face, and for his contenance , If hee thinke tha: 
to keepe off be good for him, when he is in the 
‘fields, he thinketh every buth a Sergeant, to lay 

hold on him, every tree a Hangman, that ftayes 
for him, and every leafe that ftirreth, a witneffe 
to teftifie his wickednefic. 
- Now contrariwife, let us fee the fweet refh 
and tranquillity of a foule that hath made her 
| peace with her God , whom fhee loves with all 
her ftrength, and that cherifheth her neighbour 
as much as her felfe, who is not puffed up with 
the winde ofambition, and that is not infe@ted 
with covetoufneffe, who langheth at wrongs, 
and careth not for revenge, who goeth boldly 
every where, and feareth nothing, for he thar is 
deepely in Gods favour, fhould be afraid of no- 
thing ; ina word, a quiet and peaceable foule 
ftudieth and buficth her felfe about nothing, but 
to love, ferue, and honour her God, thee is al- 
\wayes betweene love and feare , love to pleafe 
\ him, feare of offending him, a feare,I fay filiall, 
but not feruile. 

When I thinke upon this peaceand tran- 
quillity of the minde and foule ,4J am like the 
needle of aCompafic, that alwayes turnes to- 

wards' 
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wards the North of my defires,towards my Ie- 
fus, my Saviour, and my God ; whichis the 
excellenteft and perfecte(t patterne of peace and 
mildneffe that Iam ableto chufe, or propofe in 
this behalfe and matter : Jam (faith he by the 
mouth of the Prophet J/atab) the mecke Lawabe, 
he isbrought as a Lambe tothe flaughter, and asa 
dumbe Sheepe before ber hearers, and hee opened not 
bis month, \faiah 5 3.7. 

It isa thing very frequently, and commonly 
knowne , that the Panther fmcelleth fo {weer, 
that all other beafts come tofmell toher: Our |. 

{weet Iefus is reprefentedby her, both by her 

name and effects , forin Grecke = fipnifieth 
| 
| 
| 
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all,as God was defined by Plato, 

Iefus Chrift breathes forth fo fweetand fra- | 
grant a fmell , that irembalmeth the faithfulls | 
foules, fofpeaketh the Spoufe in the Canticles, | 
The name of my belved és like oyle fhed, therefore 
have the young maydens loved thee fo dearely: by 
thefe maydens wee muft underftand the virgins 
of finne , thofe that have not knowne iniquity, 
that love peace, and feekeafterit ; after hee go- 
ethon,Chap.4.11. Thy lips, O my Spoufe! drop as 
the hony combe « hony and milke are under th 
songue, andthefnsell of thy carmsents 1 like the fimell 
of Lebansn. ; 

Wee fhould paffe too often over the fame | 
fteps and path, if we fhould here againe {peake | 
of the admirable and inimitable mildneffe, and 
tranquillity of our good Mafter and Saviour 


Tefiis Chrift , whofe birth preacheth unto us 
, humi- 
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humility , his life peace, and his death com- 
paffion. 

Let us then ftrive to imitate him as much 
as weecan poffible, in our youth, being very 
humble: in our virilage, peaceable, and in our 
old age pitifull; and in ail the courfe of eurlife 
milde, bountifull, andloving,following Davids 
counfell, Love peace and feeke it, for God with a fa- 
vourable and gracious eye, beholds hin that ts ftw- 
diows of peace, andhe heareth bis moft humble pray- 
ers, inthe time of bis affuction, Pfalm. 34.16. Be- 
hold great and divine profits, faire ard admira- 
ble rewards and recompences, that the faithfull 
ect, by feeking after peace with God , and by 
having procured all the meanes of agreement 

| with their neighbours,both in things that con- 
cerne them, and in things needfull to the union 
and concord ofall our brethren. 

Let us now heare that gracious and fayou- 
table voyce, fhewing unto us the profitand re- | 
compence which wee mult without doubt ex- | 
pect, for having beene peacemakers , itis Iefus | 
Chrift himfelfe, whe is not aman, that hee 
fhould lye, nor the Sunne of maa,that he fhould 
repent,when he faith in our text, 

Bleffea are the peacemakers < for they fhall be cal. 
hed the children of God. 

He doth not onely fay they fhall be bleffed, 
after their death, but they are fo already, becaufe 
that he makes them know in their foules,thede- : 
light he takes init , and the goods which they 
thall receive, which is eternall peace, Blefed thes | 

are 


eee ES TL TC EN a 


~ | the peacemakers were the children of God, by 


= The Crowne of Peace and Concord, 


SE CO—™s™—SOs—C—“‘SNN ene 


sre she feete of thofe that bring tidings of peace, Maiah 
52. 7s | 

This particle, For, fheweth the reafon of 
their blefiednefie, and not the caufe, for if all 


4 
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| coniequence many Turkes and Pagans fhould 
| be fuch, becaufe they are peacemakers. 
_ Burthetree mutt be firft good, before it can 
| beare good fruit, fo wee mult firft be the chil- 
‘dren of God, before wee can be true peacema- 
-kers, for thofe that are peacemakers not being 
ithe children of God ; have already received 
their reward , that is, they have received the 
praife and applaufe of the’ world, which they 
were peacemakers to obraine, but all that fs no- 
thing but a maske and falfe apparifion of that 
true peace, which God recommendeth unto us, 
In this reafon of Chrifts ,;why the peacema- 
kers fhall be called the children of God , wee 
' muft note and obferue a double Hebraifine, the 
' one in the word Children, the other in the verbe 
they fhall be called, vocabuntir. | 
| The firft Hebratfme is in the word Fily, 
Children, which in the hely tongue fignifieth 
conforme, and like, as Math.5.44.45. Love your 
enemies, bleffe them that curfe you, doe good to them 
| that hate you , and pray for them which defpitefuby 
ufe yous and perfecute you, that ye may be the chil. 
dren that ts lke to your Father which ws in heaven, 
_ The other Hebraifme is inthe word xans/v7u, : 
in Heprew xp Kara, that is erwnt , or vocaban. | 
| ter, they fhall:be called, which is turned ers, | 
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they fhall be, whereof wee have an example, 
Genef.21. 12. God {peaking to Abraham, faith, 
Tw Ifaac foal thy feede be called , that ts fhall thy. 
cede be. . 
ip Of which words Saint Paxl is an irrepre- 
henfible interpreter, Rom.9.7.8. Neither becanfe 
they are the feede of Abrabam , are they all children, 
| but in faa (hall thy feede be called, that is , they 
| which are the children of the flefh,thefe are not 
the children of God: but the children of the 
promife are counted for the feed. 

The Prophet Ifaiah 36.7. ufeth the fame 
phrafe, My houfe fhal be called an houfe of prayer for 
al people. And Saint Luke interpreting thefe | 
words, chap.19.46. faith, Jtis written, My houfe 
ts the hone of prayer , but ye have madeit a denne of 
theeves s and indeede this word fhall be called, 

feemeth to mee much more emphaticall, and 
comprehending more then the word to be one- 
ly, becaufe this to be called, effin rerum natura, | 
is in the nature of the things , and befides, that 
it is knowne and publifhed efevery raan:there- | 
fore Bleffed are the peacemakers, for they fhall not 
onely be the children of God , butalfo fhall be 
knowne, and acknowledged for fuch, even by 
their greateft enemies , who before thought 
them to be feolifh and pufillanimous , but then 
they fhall be forced to confeffe that they arethe 
true children of God, and to {peake like the 
wicked, PVifedome the 5. Chap. Then faith fhe, fhall 
the juft appeare in fafety before the face of thems that 
have tormented him , and that fhall have rejected 
. bss 
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his labours , who fecing him [hah be feafed with hor- 
viblefeare , and {hal bee frighted to fee him beyond 
their expectation faved;then changing their opini- 
ons,& fighing for griefe fhall be in their hearts, 
they will fayamongthemfelues , Behold this is 
| he of whom fometimes we laughed, and made 
proverbs of difhonour ; We fooles thought his 
life madneffe, and his death infamie, and how is 


hath his portion among the Saints ? 

Bielfed then are the peacemakers + for they fhall be 

| called the children of God. 

This word Childe of God, is diverfly taken in 
Scripture, and according to the Hebrew phrafe, 
this word Sonne fonifieth him that is vowed and 
ordained to any thing : fo we reade Saint Math, 

(9.15. T he children of the Bridechamber , thatis, 
iow that are ordained for the wedding , cane 
/not mourne as long as the Bridegroomce is with 
‘them. And Sainz 1052 17.12. WhileI was with 
them in the world I kept them in thy name, thofe that 
thou gaveft me 1 have kept, and none of thews is loft, 
but the Sonne of perdition, that is, he that was ordai- 
ned to deftruction : but this kind of fpeech touch- 
| eth not our text. . 

But let us fay that this word Sonne of God, is 

commonly attributed in Scripture either to Ie- 


' fas Chrift, as being the naturall Sonne of God, | 
susor@-, Confubftantiall, and coeternall with his 


Father, of the fame will, iwdvvenG, and fame 
power with him , being both true God, and 
hie man, the divine nature neither confound- 


Q2 ing, 


hee counted among the children of God , and | 
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ing, nor deftroying the humane, and the huma- 
nity not being mingled and changed into the 
Godhead, both natures remaining entire and 
cerfeét, make but one perfon ; He I fay is cal- 
led the Sonne of God, by the acknowledge- 
ment and confeflion of the Father himfelfe, 
Math. 17.5. When lefus Chrift tooke with bine Pe. 
fer, Iames, and lobn , and brought them up into an 


| big mountaine, and being transfigured before them, 


they heard a voyce from heaven, faying, This is my 
beloved Sonne, in whom I am well pleafed,beare him. 
We read alfo the fame words in the 3.C4Aap.17, 
ver. ofthe fame Evangelift. 

The Father andthe Sonne faxt relata, fay the 
Philofophers, are relatives, thatis, are referred 
the one to the other; for.there is no Father,but 


| 


} 


| 


| 9 


t 


there muft likewife bea Sonne, whence.I draw | 


this conclufion, That God the Father being 
fuch, thatis, having that title and quality be- 
fore the Creation of the world , confequently 
[efus Chrift was before it, alfo, his generation 
then is immediatly from the Father, as being 
begotten of him from all eternity , by.a way ii- 
comprehenfibleto us; for, Ja the beginwing wes 


the word , and the word was with God, and the word 


as God, the fame wat in the.beginuing with God, 
Johat.1. Andinthe 1. Chap,ro the Arb, ver.5, 
unto which of the Angels faith he at any time, 
Thou art my Sonne, this day bave I begotten thee : 
Andagaine, Iwi2be to hins.a Father, and bee fhall 
| be to me a Sonnets Ms el ov’ Sy CHUEEOY KIMHAL OES 0) 
| reMy E70 E comas aur tis maT eed, x) au Te's Esoy uoNeIEU Lay. 
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Hee is not then called Sonne by adoption, or 
for refpects of love, or for any confideration. | 
but onely becanfe hee is begotten of the Father. 
before the Creation of all things, as wee reade 
Coloff.1.15.He 1s the Image of the inuifible God, the 
firft borne of every creature: which is prooved 

againe out of the 1. Chap. of Saint lon, ver. 18. | 


No man hath feene God at any time, the orely beget. 


ten Sonne which 1s inthe bofome of the Father, hee 
hath declared him, : 
Vponthis place Hilarivs1:.6 faith, that Hos no. 

pine Unigcniti adoptis de trinitate excleditur,c> na- 

tura magis afferituy, By this word oncly begor- 
ten, adoption is excluded fromthe Trinitic,and | 


f 


“nature the more confirmed. | 


| And Saint Chry/oitome very fubtilly. Chrifuan 
| ini ea i ny pee 
non €odem modo yuocetert homin:s unigenitum dict, 
| nam cateros quidem quod foli ex parentibus nati fint | 
| anigenenitos dici , Chriftum non folum quod falus ex | 
| patre, fed etians quod fingulari ce ineffabils modona- 
tus eft nnigenitum appellari. Chrift is noc called 
the onely Sonne after the fort of other men 
* 5 
who are called {fuch, becaufe they are borne 


lalone to their Parents ; now Chriftis nozcal- . 
‘Ted the onely Sonne in that refpeat alone, that. 
he is the onely-naturall Sonne of his Father, but _ 


| alfo becaufe he hath beene begotten by a {peci- 


| all and incfrible way. 
| But whither doth the winde of our difcourfe 
carrie us, why doe wetouch this divine fubjeét, 


feription ; wee fhall more lively defcribe it by 


= 2 our 


ee 


more worthy of admiration then capable of de- | 
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| our filence,then by our obfcurereprefentations. 
Nevertheleffe for fatisfaCtion to our curiofity, 
| which is never contented with reafon, and that 
‘will not be contained within the limits of civi- 
lity, aad modefty ; letusbring one onely com- 
parifon , to give us fome fparke of knowledge 
_of this ineffable generation of the Sonne of Ged. 
| Whena man feeth himfelfe ina well polithed 
| glaffe, he prefently fecth his image, and the fi- 
gure of himfelfe, having the fame markes, and 
| motions with his, which is caufed by the re- 
| flection of the {pecies within the eye, and there 
is fo greata relation betweene the fpecies , and 
the image, thar one cannot be taken away with- 
out annihilating the other; and although both ) 
| the fignt and reafon make us fee, that they are 
feverall things, truth alfoand experience makes ) 
us know that thofe two things fubfift by one 
| onely Effence, and that both have but one and 
| the fame fubfiftance , to wit, that ofthe {pecies 
| oppofite to the glaffe. 
| So God from all Eternity , contemplating 
his divine Effence, made fuch a reflection upon | 
his perfon, that of this reflection hee produced | 
and begot that erernall Wifedome, which is the | 
\Seevions and Redeemer of our foules ; the foo- | 
ner we can goe from this matter is our beft, for 
wee fhould be like them that will paint and re- |- 
prefent the Sunne witha coale. 
And indeede how {fhould it be poffible, that 
we that are poore Owles and Batts , fhould be- 


| hold fo greatalight; how fhould wee that are , 


poore 
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poore Pifmires ftirre fo great mountaines’ We 
fhall fooner put the whole fea inthe palme of | 
our hands, then wee can any way comprehénd | 
this large and {patious ocean of the divine ge. 
neration , within the little compaffe of our un- | 
derftanding. | 
Sincethen, that we cannot afcend fo high, let | 
us ftop and ftay our contemplation upon our | 
felues, where we fhall have amore free acceife; 
and continuing our firft difcourfe, let uns remem- 
ber, that we may be called the children of God | 
three wayes, 1. Firft,the Scripture maketh men- | 
tion of the naturall generation of Chrift, indi- 
_viduall, and incommunicable to any other, but | 
| to him onely, 
| There isa filiation, or (not to {peake barba- 
roufly with the Schoolemen) the Scripture gi- 
veth this title of Sonne of God, tothe Angels and 
Princes of the earth, which ts atitle of honour. 
and affeCtion,as wee read 10b 1.6. Now there was | 
a day when the founes.of God (that is the Angels) | 
| came to prefent themfclues before the Lord,and Satan 
came alfo among them, And Gene{.6. 4, When the ; 
| fonnes of God came in unto the daughters of men ; 
| The feaventy Interpreters by thefonnes of God 
here underftand the Angels : but Saint Auguffize 


Hi 


> 


in the Citie of God by the fonnes of God, un- 
derftandeth the children of Seth, which wasa | 
bleffed family, which came in unto the daugh- | 
ters of Cain, | 

Among the children of God,in affectton and | 


honour are firft placed, the Princes and Potea- 
tates 


ee 
t# Pater eames eae 


: 


= ee a nent 2 eres. 
ee a 


: emer een 
pe a A aS 


er ene SRE LT ee 


120° 


a a ae 


The Crowne of Peace and Concord, 


tates of the earth, as we read Pfalms.82.6.I[ have 
faid ye are Geds , and all of yon ave children of the 
maft bigh, | 
| And lerem. 31.9. Iwill caufe them to walke by 
the rivers of waters in a flraight way, wherein they | 
fhall not ftumble , for I am a Father to Ifrael, and 
Ephraim ws my firft borne, | 
|" The third fort of the children.ot God,is of 
them that are fuch by adoption and by grace, as 
| we reade Ephef.1.5. God bath predeftinated us anto | 
the adoption of children , by Telus Chrift, accerding | 
| 40 the good pleafare of bu wll, And Galath. 4.5. 
God fent forth his Sonne made of a woman, thatwee 
might receive the adoption of fonnes. And lames x, 
| 18. Of his onne will begate hee us, with the word of 


arvaeth, that we fbould bea kinde of first frutts of bis 


| creatures: | 


| And 1.£péft.of Saint lohan, Chap. 3.1. Behold 
| what manner of love the Father hath deflowed spon 
| ns, that we fhould be called the fonnes of God: beloved, | 


| sow are we the fonsses of God , and it doth not yet ap- 


| 
= 
| 
| 


peare what we fhall be. 

Athanafins orat.2. that which is naturally, be- 
| gotten of another, muft bee eftecmed his true 
| progeniture: bur thofe that receive the title of , 
Bonne onely by gracc, and by vertue, receive’ 
not the right of Sonnes by nature, but onely | 

by grace: | 

| Quod fecundum naturam ex aliquo gignitur, id 
(vera Gus progenies cenfendum eff , gut vere ex-Vire 
tute, cr gratiamomen filiorum folrim modo obsinent, | 
non natura, fed gratiajus filiorum obtinent. | 
Ambrof, 
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Ambrof lib. 1. de fide cap. 9. Wee are called 
Sonnes by adoption, but he({peaking of Chrift) 
is fuch by the truth of his nature, per adoptioncm 
nos fily diciwsur, tile per veritatem natura cf, 

Auguftin.Epift.120.cap.4. Wee were fome- 

| thing before we wereSonnes, and wee have re- 
ceived that benefirto be made what wee were 
not, as hee that is adopted was not the fonne of 
him that adopteth him ; nevertheleffe hee was, 
fince he hath beene adopted, and from that era. 
cious generation is diftinguifhed ; hethat being 
the Sonne of God, came downe to be made the 
Sonne of man, that he might makeus that were 
the fonnes of men,the children of Ged, Eramens 
aliquid antequam effemus fily , G accepinsus benefi- 
cium, Ht fleremus quod moneransus , ficut qui adop- 
tatur, antequams adoptaretur nondum erat ejus filins 
4 quo adoptatur, erat jams tamen, qui adoptaretur, & 
ab hac generatione gratia difcernttur ille filius , qui 
| cura effet filius Des, venit ut fieret files homings, 
donarcty, nobis qui eramus fily horinum, filies Dei 
crt, 
; Many of the Fathers doe daintily defcribe 
this freeadoption & filiation,for fo the Greekes 
interpret this word Adsption,having no other to 
exprefic his fignification , but this werd viodecia 
filiation or adoption, butthat wee may remem- 
ber, that when our firft Father Adam fell from 
the ftate of grace in which he was created , hee 
became the enemie of God, for finne by his 
luttonie having feafed the dungeon of his 
oule, inciteth and provoketh him continu- 
R ally 
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ally to warre againft God by difobedience to 
his divine commaundemenrs, and by the fame 
finne he made God his enemie, fothat his re- 
venging juftice inftantly tooke from him that 
faire Robe of Iu*ice, holinefle, and innocencie,, 
in which he was created. 
But his mercie being not able to fuffer that 
man, that maifter-picce of his hands, fhould be 
for ever banifhed & confined within the paincs 
and torments of hell, to (arisfie his Iu*ice, hath: 
left fome in their Reprobarion, to endure and | 
fuffer the punifhmienc due to their faults, and 
hath chofen and elected fome to teftifie in them 
the effec of his compafiions , brcaking the 


chaines wherewith Satan kept them bound, and 


that by fending into the world his onely and 
well beloved Sonne, who hath paid their ran- 


fome by the ineftimable price of his pretious 


blood ; and moreover, having given them li- 


berty , hee hath befides beitowed onthcm the 


gift to be madethe children of God, and co- 
heires. with his Sonne of eternal! and moft blef- 
fed life:: Andthus itis, that wee are called the 
children of God in our text, children by adop» 
tion, by favour and bv grace. This cuftome of 
adopting. 1s common and familiar among men, 
for we {ce many that having caft their affc@tion 
upon ftrange children, reccive them into their 
houtes, lovethem dearely, bring them up with 
great care, and at their lifes‘end app rint unto 
them either all, or part of their ‘beft inheri- 
tances i . 


Let 
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Let us now draw fome intructions from all 
this difcourfe, and lectus fay, That fince God | 
hath fo much honoured us, asto adopt us for 
his children, chat we mu(t not beare unworthi- 
ly that title, to the end that we may receive the 
eff-& of his invariable promifes, to wit, the in- 
herirance of heaven, and life eternall. 

Good children ftrive to tread upon the holy 
fteps of their Parents, imitating in all things 
their good and lau table aétions; fo muft wee 
with all our power follow the fteps,and imitate 
the ations of our heavenly Father,whofe name 
is the great God of peace. 

Let us alfo imitate our eldeft brother Tefus 
Chrift our Saviour, whois the true image of 
the Father, who exhorteth us by the mouth of 
the veffell of his elef&ion, to fly quarrels and 
contentions, faying, 2.Cer.13. 11. Brethren live 
in peace , and the GOD of love and peace fhall be 
with you. 

Let us live a blameleffe and innocent life 
both before God and before men, before God 
in hulineffe, before men in juftice, that fo God 
may be app-afed withus, and that our foules 
may be voyd of thote feares which finne con- 
ceiveth in the hearts of the wicked, who conti- 
nualiy reprefenteth , and fetteth before his eyes 
the depofition of the w'tneff s, rhe mortall fen- 
tence of the I'idges, and the inrollerable cruelty 
of the hangmai, although oftentim-s no man 
have any k 10 vledgeof hi: crime. 

This p:ace is for our flues, forthe reft and 
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tranquillity of our confciences, and for the fal- | 
vation of our foules. 

Letus alfo feeketo have peace with all the | 
world, as much asinuslieth, let us hate noyfe,. 
and fly from ryots-and contentions, that fo our 
converfation may be pleafiag to all the world, 
and this is the true politick or civiil peace. 

Let.us be like Lamps and Torches lighted | 

in the middeft.of darknefle ; let vs be that wa- | 
ter of pacification andreft, to quench the fire of | 
quarrels and contentions , that are among our 
brethren, leaft that fire confume them to afhes : 
And in fo doing, wee fhali be truc imitatours of 
our heavenly Father, who jaftly {tiles and calls 
h mielfe the God of peace, and then witha 
great deale of right and equity, wee fhall b: are 
the bleffed and glorious title of his children. 
_ Andafter we have quenched and put out the 
trouble of ow hearts, & vexation of our foules, 
caufed by the fire of finne, when wee fhall have 
{cattered thofe flames that deftroy and devoure 
that union-and concerd , which God-hath fo 
ftridly commanded us to kecpe, then fhall wee 
be calledto that heavenly Jerufalem, which is 
‘he Citie of peace, and there fhall wee enter into 
the poffeffion of, the inheritance promifed to 
adopted children in Iefus Chrift our Lord, wee 
fhall partake with him eternal! bleffedneffe, hee 
fhall be our head,in thofe divine feffiéns and we 
fhall be his members, wee fhall fhine.as the Sun, 
the holy Ghoft fhall enlighten us, and the God 
of peace fhallbe for ever with us. Asmen. 


O Sove- | 
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O Soveraigne Monarch of heaven and earth, 
that governeft all things by thy provi- 

dence, which to us is altogether incomprehen- 

fible, we thy moft humble Subjects, calling un- 

to thee fromthe bottome of our foules, befeech 

thee by the greatnefle of thy compaffions, that | 
it may pleafe thee to plant in our hearts a holy | 
and pertect: juftice, which taking deepe rootes 

therein, may bring forth fruites of peace, and | 
concord, which thou ftraightly recommendeit 

| unto us inthy holy word. Make us perfectly 

| jutt, that we may love peace perfectly, as being 

| the daughter of juftice ; enkindle (O good God) 

| the fire of thy lovein our hearts and foules,that 

; we may love our brethren even as thou haft lo- 

ved us: give us a {pirit of gentlenes & meckenes, 

that: we may fly & efchew quarrels & contenti- 

ons;not only in our felues,butalfo when we thal 

fee them kindled among our brethren; make us 

knowe (O good Saviour) that thofe enmities 

and diffentions are the devils daughters, who 

loves nothing but noyfe anddiforder, and that 

peace and mildnefle are the daughters of divine 

juttice, which thou loveft dearely , which wee 

muft embrace and practife,if we will be honou- 

red with the tirle of thy children ; and hot one- 

ly be ealled fo, but alfo to be indeed children of 
God, and heires ofeternall and bleffed life , to 

the which, the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft 


bring us, Ames. 
a R 3 The | 


The fourth way to Sion. 


Pale Ee. yany 


Feare Godyand honour the King. 


AT sil titgef fe Oy S rayes (or Sunne-beames) 

2 | 
exe] D eck follow aad beare obfer- 
WP FB, vance to the Sunne; Asal] 


ID ON) rivers runne to the Sea,and 
a chy as many lines end andter- 
a Oe y ter 


JN minace in their center; f 

Werum there are many wayes to 

3 bring us to the Paradife of 

, God, to lerujatem above, which is our heavenly 

and happy Country ; Nevertheleffe, wee mu‘t 

herein we the Maxinie of the Mathematicians, 

-| who hold, that the fhorteft line .s ftill che righ- 

teft ; alfo inall thefe different wayes of new S#- 
on, the fliorreft is the bcft and fureft. 

When God gave his Law to Mofés upon the 
Mountaine of Stsay, he divided it into ten com- 
mandements, which are fo many perfec wayes 
to conduét and bring us to heaven, for lESvs 
Curist (the {weet Saviour of our fuules) be- 


ing 


Feare God, and honour the King, ' = 


. _ ae eee 
ing himfelfe defcended from Heaven, to thew 
and point us our this way; hee diew a (hort 
Compendium and Abridg:ment of all thefe 
Ten Commandements of the Law,and reduced 
them to two, as wee fhall finde it written in the 
22. Chapter of S', siathew, where wee fee him 
difputing againft a Doctor of the Law,who de- 
manded of him which was th: firftand greater 
Commaundement ; and Ic fus anfwered him, 
Thon [halt love God with all thy h art, with all thy 

foule, and with all thy minde, which is the Frit and 
greateft commandement ; and the fecond is like 
antoit; whichis, Thom fhalt love thy scighbour as 
thy felfe, and of thefe two Commaundements 
depend the whole Lawand the Prophets,as our 

| Apoftle Saint Peter (in the imitation of his bic 
fed Mafter Chrift) after hee had inft:ué4ted and 
admenifhed his faithfull Aocke, inal] their du- 
ties, in the precedent verfes of our Text ; hee 
drawes an abridgement of all which concerned 
their faluation, when he faid, 
Feare God, and/ onour the King, 
Tey Sedov poCdt de, Toy Basinte uate: 

In thefe words , we have all the intru@tions 
which we mutt practife in our foules and bodies 
concerning thofe divine and humane duties ; 
which wee muft convert, and reduce into 

| pradtife ; which wordes (naturally divide them- 

! felues) into «wo feverall branches , or heads , 
(to wit) a, th feare which wee ought to beare 
mito God: and 2. The 4emour which wee muft 


obferueandzive to the King. 
----. "Fhe 
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The f{weereft, and moft pleafingft facrifice 
_ | which we can offer up unto the Lord Almigh- 
| ty, is a heart replenifhed and fraughted with the 
feare of his holy name , a minde trembling be- 
fore his facred Majeftie , anda foule terrified 
with the fublinnity and greatnefle of his fearce 
full judgements, as the royall Prophet afirmeth 
in Pfal.2.11. Serne the Lord with feare , and reioyce | 
with trembling ; And againe Pfal.2.7. Iwill come 
into thy Loufe in the multitude of thy mercy , andin 
shy feare will I worfhip towards thy boly Temple, 

We can offerup no facrifice fo pleafing, nor 
performe no aétion or duty fo acceptable to 
God, as when wee adore him inall feare, and 
reverence him in allaftonifhment & trembling, |. 
which lively depaynteth and prefigureth his 
Greatnefleand Magnificence, perfectly demon- 
ftrateth us our Duties, and witneffeth our humi- 
lity and obedience,which is exceeding delight- 
full, and pleafing to him. 

That Romane Empcronr perf{picuoufly ex- 
preffed and deciphered the excellent power 
and effects of this feare, wheahe caried for his 
Mottoand Devile, Oderint dams metuant, Let 
thofe hare me that will,fo they feare me ; thew- 

ing thereby what {mall account and efteeme hee 
made of the hatred, and how dearely he prifed 
and refpected the feare which hee would have 
eiven and bornetohim. 

Morall Philofopters afirme and fay, That 
Love and feare are two fifter germanes, becaufe 
the one is conjoyned to the other, and both. 

| : Ss linked | 


eee 


Feare Gad, and bonour the King. 


tt al aS et a 
linked together produce one & the fame effeas, 


' for ftill the Lover is in care and feare of the} 


thing beloved; whereas weenever feareto lofe 
that which wee hate, but that which wee Jove 
dearely, and cherifh tenderly, and both of thefe 
together produce the conferuation of their ob- 
ject. But this diftin@tion takes nf place, but 
here on earth among creatures , and doth nei- 
‘ther regard nor looke up towards Heaven to 
God the Creator ; For God is all Love, but 
hecan never be capable of alteration or defe@, 
as is that feare which he hath left and given un. 
| to man for his portion and inheritance, 
| So he which is pofleffed with a perfe@ feare,to 
offend his God,or to lofe his favour,he is linked 
and joyned to God with the Gordian knots of 
nis love, which are then wholly made indivi. 
fible and infeparable,; and the Love of God 
conjoyned with the feare of man,caule the con. 
fervation of the foule ; and this itis, where the 
Apoftle Saint Peter tells us in our text, Feare Ged, 
By which word feare wee muft not underftand, 
acowardize, a pufillanimity , or any irregular 
paffionywhich freezeth our blood in our veines, 
which caufeth our hearts to pant and beat with 
an inceffant motion,which calls and attraéts our 
blood fron: all parts. of our bodies ; to cometo 
-affift and fuccour our heart, which fhutts and | 
hoodwinkes our eyes againft reafon ; and ima- 
gineth , thae all objects whatfoever prefented 
tous, haveall together conjured and confoired 
our ruine; as thofe who fly from a battaile,feare 
S every 
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every bufh which they fee or mecte with to be 
their enemies, wino purpofely purfue them, and 
-runneevery where to kill them: Or elfe as thofe 
who are led to their executions and deathes, | 
whom feare doth fo powerfully feize and fur- | 
prife, that by thefe paffions and effects, it ina | 
. manner depsives them of life, before they think 
thereof, the which wee can teftifie and approve 
by many irrevocable precedents and examples, | 
No,no: It isnot of this defect of judgement, | 
lor of this cowardly apprehenfion and feare, | 
which our Apoftle tells us of ; but it a holy, | 
juft,and commendable feare, which we onghtro 
have and retaine , in bearing an admirabic re- 
\{pect, and honeur to the Creatorand conferuer 
of our bodies and foules; As to feare and trem- 
ble before the terrible throne of his divine Iu- 
ftice , and by not rafhly abufing of his favours 
and metcies, fo liberally, fo bonnatifully exten- 
dedtous, becaufe. his prefence isa confuming 
fire, which devoures and confumes to afhes, all 
thofe who unrevereitly approach his facred 
Throne , his moft holy-hill, as heretofore hee 
forbad the children of J/rae/ , not to approach 
mount Siay,becaufe hee was there purpofely to 
{peake with his fervant Mofes: But notto ftay 
any longer on this point , Iet us fay with the 
: Philofophers and Theologians, that thereis ge- 
nerally two forts of feare (that is to fay) Divine 
jand Humane , which againe fubdivide them- 


_ |felues every one into three feverall parts and 


branches ; 
| The’ 
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The Humane feare comprifeth and com- 
prehendeth: 

1. The Naturall,which hath wholly buried 
in her,the fentes,all Philofophy,and the ftrong- 
eftand mof affured courage cannot hinder him 
from thutting his eyes atthe fuddaine furprife 
ofa flath of lightning, or at the feignedneffe of a 
hand , which unexpectedly approacheth our 
face ; or that we withdraw fot, or turne not our 
head from the fight of a fearefull precipice; or 
that a fuddaine crack or noyfe doe not at firft 
hearing terrifie or aftonifh us: 

Primi ili motus non fant bowminss, 

The firft motions (or terrours) are notin our 
power. 

2. Corporall, whereby wee naturally ab- 
herre Death , and feare to expofe and caft our 
{elues into danger. . | 

3. Mundane,(or worldly) whereby we feare 
tolofe our wealth, honours, and dignities, but 
it is of neither of thefe forts of feares, which 
our Apoftle fpeakes unto us, bur onely of D/- 
vine feare , which likewife ftreames foorth in 
three rivolets: 

1. Servile; whereby we feare God, for the 
apprehenfion we have of the infernall tortures 
and torments of Hell, and this degree and fort 
of feare is not good of it felfe, becaufe it hath 
no good object, nor is made or formed toa 
good end ; nevertheleffc, it is held and termed 
good, becaufe it conduceth to good. 

2. Initiant, which lookes two wayes: 1.to- 
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wardsthetorments wee feare: 2. towards the: 


olory we defire, and it is alfo termed, enter- 
woven, or mixt, becaufe it iscompofed both of 
a good and bad feare. ' 

3. Filiall, whichis the laft and beft fortof 
divine feare,whereby we love God not only for 
our owne glory, or for the apprehenfion of tor- 


! 


“menis,but for his goodnes,excellency ,perfecti- | 


on,and in a word, for and in regard of himf{elfe.. | 

Saint Bernard lively defcribes,and p2rtinente | 
ly reprefents thofethree forts of feare: 1. Ne 
craciemur a gcheana : 2, Ne exclufi a vifione tam 
sncfimabil: gloria privemur : 3. Replet animum fol. 
licitudine ne deferatur a gratia, 

Which is to fay: The firft feare apprehends: 
torments ; The fecond, the privation of glory; 
and the third wholly poffefleth ourhea:ts and 
mindes with care and anxiety, as fearing not to 
lofe Gods grace and favoyr. 

The fervile feare is attributed to the wicked. 

The filiall, to the good , I meane to thofe | 
who are the children of God. | 

The Jnitiant (or intermixed)is properas well | 
to the good, asthe bad, and alfoit isthe moft | 
frequentand generall.. : 
_ Thofe three forts of feareare fo many wings, 
which conduct, elevate, & foare us up to heaven; 
The Servile begins firft ,, which denounceth to 
finners eternal! death and damnation , and that 


(harpe and .fenfible apprehenfion to be devou- | _ 


red with the flames of hell fire. It opens him 
the gateto be forrowfull for his offences, which 
threaten: 


Beare God, and honour the Kine. 


threaten to precipitate him in that unquench- 
able fire, and afterwards entering into a firme 
and lively 1epentance for his former finnes, hee 
begins to conceive the future felicity and glory | 
of Heaven, forthe love whereof hee partly re- | 
folues to-forfake and abandon finne: as Salomon | 
faith, By the feare of the Lord men depart from evil, 
Prov.16.6. Although nevertheleffethat he doe 
it, partly for feare of punifhment which will in- | 
fallibly follow him ; and aferthat, it againe | 
teades him into chis perfect filiall feare , where- 
by he fo infinitely loves God, that hee had ra- 
ther dye , then offend him in the leaft thing of 
the world ; fo necrely heloves him; fo deerely 
he honoureth and adorcs him. 

S:. Augufliae makes onely two forts of feare, 
(to wit) Filial, and Servilé,and makes them dif. 
ferent inthis, That the Servéle hath for objea 
alum pene, the ev,ll of punifhment , and the 
filial] malum culpe, the cvill of guiltinefle; 1 
timetur ne incidatur in tormentums (upplicy , iffo xe 
amittatur gratia benehicy: By the firft, wee feare 
therorments of hell fire ; By the fecond, wee: 
feare to lofe the grace and favour of God. 

It is this faire, this {weer fpirituall vertue, 
which gives us admittance and entrance into 
the clofetof God ; which openeth unto us the 
' rreafures-of his favour and mercy, and which 
makes us enter into the poffeffion of life eternally 
For thofe who feare the Lord fhalt behold his face, 
foal! have profperity, and fee good dayes , faith the: 
royall Prophet King David, Pfalm. 24.11, It is 
i S 2 this 
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this feare ofthe Lord , which makes men pro- 
{per on carth,as faith Salomon the Prince of wife 
men, and the wifeft of Princes , The feare of the 
Lord prolongeth dayes, but the yearcs of the wicked 
hak be fhortned, Prev.to.27. ‘This wife King, in 
all his afflictions and troubles, had ftill his re-. 
courfe to the fcare of the Lord, which was his 
fortrefle , his San@tuary, hiscomfort and con- 
folation, as wee fhall read in the 14. Chap. of 
Proverbs, In the feare of the Lord ss firong confidence, 


and his children [hall have a place of refuge, The feare | 


of the Lord ts a fountaine of life to depart from the 
nares of death: Heagaine teacheth us,that wealth 
is unprofitable , yea prejudiciall to us without 
this falubrious,this facred feare of God,& that 
poverty is to be preferred before fading and pe- 
rifhable riches: Better w a little with the feare of the 
Lord, then great treafure and trouble therewith, 
| This feare ofthe Lord, is (as it were) Jacobs 
Ladder, whereby the Angels (of divine confo- 
lations) defcend upun us on earth, and our ho- 
ly prayers, and religious thoughts and medita- 


three principall fteps ; 4s the feare of the Lord 
makes us afcend snto Ie(us Christ, which ss our wife- 
dome . for through and by God he hath made us wife- 
domse,r.Cor.1.30. Tefus Chrift leades us to God | 
his Father, and God receives and lodgethus in | 
Heaven, and therefore we firft feare him, if ever 
we hope or thinke to enter into his favour. 

This feare of God, is the head {pring and 


|tions afcend unto Heaven. This Ladder hath | 


\ 


fountaine, from whence wee draw and exhauft) - 
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the facred myfteries of our falvation ; and Da- 
vid tells usin formall and expreffe termes, That 
the feare of the Lord us the beginning of wifedome, 
Pfal.t11.10. Thereby toteach us, that all this 
knowledge and learning whereof men vauntand | 
glory, is nothing elfe but pure folly, if it derive 


not his Origen, or beginning from the feare of | 


the Lord. This feare is here taken for the prin- 
ciple of wifedome,and Iefus Chrift himfelfe¢in 
many places of Scripture) hath affumed and ta- | 
ken the title of Wifedome, becaufe he is the wif- | 
dome ofthe Father, as wee reade inthe former 
alledged Chapter of 1.Cor.1.30.But inthe book 
of Genef:Chap.31.4.2.He himfelfe is by Mofes cal- 
led the feareof Ifaac , Except the God of my Father, 
the God of Abraham, and the feare of Ifaac had beene 
mith me, thou hadit fent me away empty, 
_ But here the beft Interpreters, by this feare of 
Ifaac , doe underftand the fecond perfoa of the 
Trinity, Tefus Chrift our Saviour, who had not 
yetafflumed and cloathed our humane nature, 
and of whom Jfaac was the true type and figure, | 
It isan excellent queftion of Saint Avguffine (in 
his Citiecof God) thatis, If this filiall feare af- 
iter the death of the faithfull Children of the | 
Lord remaine with them in Fleaven yea or no: | 
Thofe who maintaine the contrary , fortifie 
themfelues from the Apoftle Saint Jehn,Chap.4. 
ver. 18. There is no feare in love, but perfect love 
cafteth out feare, becaufe feare hath torment, and hee 
| shat feareth is not made perfect in love,from whence 


i they argue, 
a , Wher 
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Where there is perfeét Love, there is no 
feare. 

But among the Saints in Heaven there ts per- 
fect Love. 

Therefore among the Saints in Heaven there 
is no feare, 

And from the fame place and paflage of Saint 
Ioha, they derive and draw another Argument 
thus: 

All feare is accompanied with torment. 

But in Heaven there is no torment. 

Therefore in Heaven there is no feare. 

They fay (moreover) That this feare 
fhould then deprive them of their reft and re- 
pofe, and confequently that they could not ea- 
joy a perfect felicity wwhiles they were troubled 
and tormented with any apprehenfion or feare. 
Others anfwere, That the Apofile Saint John 
uaderftands not to fpeake there of a chaft and 
filiall, but ofa fervile feare, and to fortifie and 
fupport their opinion they alledge, the Pfal.rg. 
g.The feare of the Lord is cleane,enauring for ever, 
|} And Saint 44gaitive expounding this fort of 

'feare, faith, Now enim: eff timor exterrens a male 
nod accidere poteft , fed tenens in bono, quod amitti. 
| non pete/t ; This kinde of feare makes us not ap- 

prehend any evill which can befall us,but makes 

us fo to keepe faft good, that wee may not lofe 

it; And afterwards he againeaddeth , Timors 

Cali somine, ca volantas, figuificate eff, quo nos me- 
ceffe crit nolle Peccare , non folicitudine necefitasss, 

fed tranquiditate charitatés, He fayes, thatby this 
name 
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name of chaft feare, is fignified, the will where- 
by it isneceffary, that we willnot finne, not for 
the care of neceffity, but for the tranquillity of 
Charity. Hee then concludes, that indeed Ser- 
vile feare cannot enter into Heayen but onely 
the filia!l, and yet (notwithftanding) ir muftbe 
after it hath loft the effects which tt produceth 
in this prefent life, (to wit) this naturall appre- 
henfion, whereby fhee feares that the foule falls 
from the State of Grace: No, no, this feare in 
Heaven fhall be but a perfeé reverence,honour, 
‘and piety , anda full and abfolute devotion, 
which wee fhall beare to the ferviceof GOD; 
whereby every one feeing the divine Majeftie, 
fhall profoundly and perfeétly ftudy to ferue 
and honour him in all reverence: And for this 
caufe it is why the 70. Interpreters have turned 
Timorem Det, the feare of God, into this Greek 
word SzortZeaa (towit) Dei pietatem , the piety 
which we beare to God,and fo it remaines true, 
which the Prophet David had faid long before, 
The feare ofthe Lord # cleane enduring for ever. 

. Inthis Elementary world, the feare of God 

| isthe moft affured way to goe to celeftiall Ave. 
rafalem ; Thofe who havenorbeenc to a place, 
if they foolifhly & rafhly runne athwart fields, 
they then runne a great hazard to goe aftray, 
and tolofe themfelues among woods or bryars, 
or peradventure to fall into the hands of cruell 
and mercileffe theeves: So thofe who will af- 
cend to thetop of the holy Mountaine of facred 

| Sion , If they are not curbed and retained by the 
um ecto 
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golden bridle of the fearc of God ; If without 
-wifedome or judgement they runne over crag- 
gic rockes full of thornes and bryars (for fuch 
are the waycsto Sion & Heaven) without doubt 
they will fall into the errour of precipices , or 
i elfe they will ferve-for prey ,. or tewellto ever- | 
nall flames. | 
The feare of God, is the pledge and feale | 
of his love and favour, the which hee placeth | 
and planteth in the midft of our hearts, when , 
he will call us to him , and conferue us to his | 
| fervice ; For he hath united and tyed us to him 
with the linkes and chaynes of his love in his 
owne houfe; Hee for ever makes us-his dome: | 
fticall fervants,yea,his heires and adoptive chil- 
dren, and inthis quality hee makes vsto enter. 
into the inheritance of eternail life above in: 
Heaven with Iefus. Chrift his only welbeloved 
Sonne, who is our eldeft Brother; Neitber are. 
they phantaftick imaginations , or light pre-. 
fumptions , which muft make us beleevethefe 
things, for itis God himfelfe which hath pro- 
nounced them by his Prophet Jeremy, Chap, 22. 
39.40. Iwill give them one heart and one way, that- 
they way feare me forever, and Iwill make anever- 
lafting covenant with themn,that 1 will notturne away 
from thens to doe them.good , but I will put my feare: 
into their hearts, that they [hall wot depart frome me, 
The feare of the Lordtakes place among the: 
rareft prefents, and richeft Iewels which the 
Holy Ghoft difcovereth to his Ele@, and ir is 
the entry rathe greareft, which sali ie it 
elfe 
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felfe ; for as Salemon faith truth, The beginning o 
wifedome us the feare of God : For when the Holy 
Ghoft will operate in the heart ofany man, hee 
then ftampes and markes him with his feale, 
which is the feare of God, and then conducts 
him by degrees unto the very laft point of per- 
fe&ion which is wifdome, or the perfeé know- 
ledge of facred myfteries , as wee read in the 
Prophet leremy, Chap.11.2. The {pirit of the Lord 
fhall reft spon bins, the fpirit ofwifedome and under. 
flanding, the fpirit of counfell and might , the [pirit 
of knowledge, andthe feare of the Lord, 

The old proverbe faith truly, That feare and. 
diffidence is the mothers of fecurity , for when 
we feare ourenemie, and are vigilant over his 
actions, then we prevent his ambuthes,& avoyd 

‘hispower. Let us remember that Sathan (the 
-deadly enemie of our foules) watcheth ftill at | 
the doore of our hearts , as a roaring Lyon at-*| 
tending to devoure his prey, fo that if wee have | 
not ftill the feare of God before our eyes, to 
avoyd the nets and ginnes which he layes in the 
way for us, we fhall become his prey and food. 
But if wee ftand upon our guards, and no way | 
feare his affaults or threatnings ; then hee will | 
| infallibly fly from us both with haft and fhame; | 
For God commonly bettoweth his graces and 
favours, to thofe who feare to offend him, and 
hee diftributeth and imparteth his richeft trea- 
{ures to thofe that ferve him with reverence, | 
feare, and trembling: Wee reade As 2. That| 
when the day of Pentecoft was fully come , they were 
T 2 all| 
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all with one accord in one place , and fuddealy there 
came a found from heaven as if 4 rulbing mighty 
winde, andit filed all the hiufe where they were fit. | 
ting, and there appearcd unio themclovin tongues, | 
like as of fire, and tt fate upon each of thems, and they | 
were all filled with the holy Ghoft, Firtt this great | 
noy fe, this impetuous winde, which fhaked all | 
the houfe at the comming of the holy Ghof, | 
{-rves to teach us, that thofe who feare God and | 
who tremble under the authority of his all po- | 
werfull hand, arethofe whom he vifiteth by his 
holy Ghoft, and whom hee replenifheth with 
his bencfits and graces, as he did here his Apo- 
ftles. We read in Saint John Chap.2c.19.When 
the doores were fhut where the Difciples were afferm- 
bled for feare of the Iewes , that lefus came and flood 
in the middes of them, and fayd, Peace be ante you : 
And what is this but a leffon to teach us, that 
the children of God fhould keepe their hearts 
clofe, and faft fhut for feare of vices, finnes,and 
offences ; whereunto the devill (denoted bythe 
ewes) doth every day by a thoufand f{naresand 
artifices , feeketo feduce and draw our foules 
to eternal! death : Thofe people, I fay, when 
they were fhut up for feare, then God came and 
vifited them, and gave them his peace as he did 
to his Apoftles. 

Mofes receiving the tables of the Law upon 
Mount Si#ay, Exod.t9.16. So many ftormes,fo 
many claps ofthunder, and flafhes of lightning 
fearefully fell upon the heads of the children of 
ifraelthat they were all aftonifhed with horrour 

: and 


ES ASE LS TOA II SS EI CE COO A Ot 


Feare God, and honour the King, 


and trembling: But they were prefently exempt 
and freed from this feare, when Mofes brought 
them the contraét of their alliance,written with 
the proper hand of God ; fo when wee excee- 
dingly feare and reverence God, then {peedily 
he makes a firme friendfhip and alliance with 
our foules. 

Whiles the children of //rae/ had the teare 
of God before their eyes, they were fraughted 
and replenifhed with a thoufand bleffingss pre- 
ferved froma thoufand misfortunes; by athou- 
fand miracles they’ were preferved from bon- 
dageand flavery, by athoufand predigiesthey 
paft thorow the red Sea, drew water out of 
Rockes, and were fed in the wildernefle with 
Manna and Quayles from heaven. But as foone 
as (by their impious and treacherous Idolatry) 
they had caft off the yoke of the {weet and gra- 
tious feare of God, and fhut their eyes againft 
the judgements of the ever living God, and in- 
ftantly after they had adored the golden Calfe, 
then God fent flying Serpents who flew them 
by thou fands, which fheweth and teacheth us, 
That thofe who walk uprightly inthe parhes of 
Gods commandements , and are marked wich 
the feale of awfull feare, are ftill filled with | 
his bleffings and benefits ; but the perverfe | 
and obftinate , who caft away the fnaffle, 
they I fay, ftumble at a thoufand miferies 
and misfortunes , and being forfaken and a- 
bandoned of GOD, they are expofed and 
precipitated to erernall death , and given in 
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prey to that olde Serpent the devill. 
' he auncient Pagans have perfectly and 
truly depaynted feare, when they faid it was all 
environed with fire and flames, as Love; and 
fo they underftood of corporall and Mundane 
(or worldly feare) and likewife of divine feare, 
concerning their falfe imaginary Gods. Here 
we will doe as Noah did ; Wee will make ufe of 
 finners to build the Arke of our falvation, or as 
Salomon did of the timber & ftones of King Hi- 
raws,to build thetemple of the Eternall,1.Reg.5. 
That which Pagans have {fpoken withcut know- 
ledge, wee will {peake with reafon and know. 
ledge, That all forts of feare, isa fire in our 
foules , which fcorcheth and confumes us as 
long as itremaines there: But let us here ende- 
vour particularly, to confider the Analogies. 
: and refemblances, that there is betweene fire, 
and the feare of God, which is the fubje@ of 
our text. 

Fire is a furious, haftie, and active Element, 
and fo likewife are the points of apprehenfion 
and feare ; Fireis the cleaneft, the pureft, the 
wholfomeft ofall Elements ; It cleanfeth,it pu- 
rifieth, itdrives out all filchineffe and corrupti- 
on ; as being neither able nor capable to fuffer 
in it felfe any impurity, for it either confumes, 
orexpells it; And allthis agrees well with the 
feare of God , which ‘is the moft wholfomeft 
Phyfick that we can take to purge our felues of 
finne, and to purifie our hearts of all vncleane- 
neffe ; for there isno vice but it will purge and 
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| Se eee 
rejeé ; Fire is an Element which confumes and 
devonresall that fs prefented to it, and the feare 
of God is acoale and flame , which devyoureth 
all our concupifcences. 

To make ftraight acrooked peece of wood 
or timber, wee ufe fire , thereby to make it be-| 
come more foft and ficxible. So to replace 
foules inthe way of life, when they are cither 
crooked, or gone aftray , in the by pathes of | 
vice, then the feare of God, of all other reme- 
dies is the beftand moft foveraigne. 

Fire (by Antiperiffafe) as it heates thofe who | 
are cold, fo it refrefhech and comforteth thofe | 
who are hor; The feare of God heates and en- 

| flames thofe foules to doe well , who are moft 
' frozen in piety ; and contrariwife , it cooleth 
'thofewho are mot enflamed with their bur- 
| ning fenfualities and concupifcences. 
| ‘To venemous Apoftumes,mortal Gangreens, | 
'and defperate difeafes, wee for the laft remedy 
| apply Irons and fire tocure it. | 
To finners inveterated in their wickedneffe, | 
and as it were defpairing of their falvation, wee | 
mutt apply the Ironand fire of the feare of God, | 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


to make them apprehend and know his divine 
judgements if they remaine impenitent, and yn- 
repentant. 

Hiftorians report, that the Arabian Phoenix, 
(the onely bird of his race) is accuftomed every 
five hundred yeares, to buildan Arrificiall nett, 
whereunto the rayes of the Sunne reflecting and 


darting , it at one time reduceth to afhes both 
the 
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‘wards man; and read nothing but fubjects of 


~- 


the worke and the workman: So if wee defire 
to revive tothe love of immortall beatitude and 
celeftiall felicity, wee muft {ct fire to our vices, 
by the art and flame of atrue and lively repen- 
tance , and burne them all together in the feare 
of God. 

All the world isa field richly ftrewed and 
diapred withthe miracles and wonders of God, 
whereof man isthe principall Mafter-peece,and 
the chiefeft workmanfhip of his hands; and the 
facred Scriptures are as it were the Epitomie 
and Compendium thereof , wherein I every 
way fee nothing but Gods love (of his fide) to- 


honour, and caufes feare of man towards God ; 
But among divers other places, I finde one ex- 
ceedingly agreeable and concurring with our 
text, which is Daniel Chap.2.32. concerning the 
Statue which Nabuchadenozer {aw in his dreame, 
The head of this image was of fine gold, his breft and 
armes of filver , his belly and thighes of braffe, bi 
legges of iron ; bisfiete pare of iron and part of clay, 
a flone was cutout without hands , which mote the 
Imaze upon hisfeete that were of iroa,and brake them 
to peeces , and having broken them , the Statue fel 


backwards, andwas reduced to Summer duft. This | 


Statue doth lively reprefent unto us a finner ; 
By his golden head, I underftand Pride, Vani- 
ty, and Ambition , which fumes and {wims in 
the head of a finner , who efteemes himfelfe as 
pretious as gold , and as rare as Pearles; His 
breft and armes of filver, markes unto us his af- 
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fetion to covetoufnefie, as having all his de- 
fires every way bent and levelled to rapine and 
extortion; His belly and thignes of braffe, re- 
ptefents unto us his voluptuoufneffe and infa- 
tiety ; His legges of iron fhew us his cruelty ; 
His feete of earth depaynts us his weakenefle 
and fragility ; and this {tone cut without hand 
from the mountaine of Sou, is the feare of God, 
which God cafts and rolles at our feete, to beat 
us to duft, and to make us confider the nothing 
from whence we came. 

The world, the flefh and the devill (the pro- 
feffed mortall enemies of our foules; who will 
never want fubrilty or malice ro make us ftum- 
ble inthe way to life) feeing that this feare of 
God ‘is 2 foveraigne Antidote again all the 

| difeafes of the foule, not being able to diminith 
its vertue, by their artifice and deceipts, at leaft 
| they will make us lofe the rellifh thereof, .by 
| their infinuations and per{wafions , figuring us 
out this feare of God to be fo hard, fharpe, and 


bitter, that it is impoffible for us to enjoy any - 


reft, or tranquillity of minde, as long as wee 
are pofieffed of that paflion ; Thatthe wayes to 
heavenly Siow, are not fo craggie and difficult, 
butthat they are all paved with filke, with des 
lights,and contentments ; But the faithfull man 


fearing God, ought to beas wife as a Serpent ; 


Hee mutt ftop his eares to this falfe Impofter, | 
and Inchanter , who would furprife him to | 
ftrangte him; Hee muft remember the words | 
which Chrift Iefus fpake anddi@ated to “ 
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by Saint Luke, Adis 14.22. Wemsnft thorow much | 
tribulation enter into the Kingdome of Goa, And | 
againe by Saint Mathew 7.13. Enter yee imat the 
firait gate, for wide ws the gate, awd broad the way 
ihat leadeth todefiruction, | 
-No,n9,let us nor flatter our felues,there areno | 
Rofes without prickles.; we fhall never obtaine - 
| and carie away the incorruptible Crowne of: 
| glory before wee have firft fought the good | 
fight, wee fhall never put our foore in celeftiall | 
Canaan, before wee have firft paft the red fea of | 
theaffiiGions of this life, and departed forth of 
the wilderneffe of our finnes; and ina word,bes. 
fore we have fought withthe infernall Gyants | 
\ and Devils,who ftrive and endevour to prevent 
jand hinder our entry thereinto. ’ 
| Por itis abfolurely impoffible , ever to pol- 
| feffe or enjoy the loveof God, here belowe in 
|} Earth, or much leffe above in Heaven , before 
we have firft {worneto him, a perfect feare, ho- 
nour,and obedience, Assor is Ianua timar est ; The 
feareof God , isthe entry and gareto his love, 
as alfo Love tsa feare entermix’d with care and | 
anxiety, Res eft folliciti plena timoris amor, 

Inthe 19: Chap. verfe 4. of the 1. Booke of 
Kings, the Prophet £/yah flying the perfecution 
of Queene Jezabel; being weary ofhis way, hee 
fate downe -& flept under a Juniper Tree,where 
an Angell cameand found him our, and caried 
| him a Cake baked upon coales, whichhee plea- 

fingly eate and relithed, and fo fatisfied his heart | 
her) ftomacke for forty dayes and forty nights, | 
after 
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after which they cameto the mountaine of Ored, 
the place of his refuge and fecurity.. This Jeza- 
bel is the devill , and this Prophet may lively 
reprefent unto us our foule, which of all fides is 
 perfecuted by this cruell and implacable ene. 
_ mie, who flying his affaults, if fheecome to re- | 
| pote her felfe undcr the fharpe Juniper of a truly 
holy and filiall feare ; Then without doubr the 
Angell of Divine confolations , will bring him 
the bread of Love, favour, and mercy, baked 
upon the coales of his affection, and the good 
willand clemency of God, which wi!Ithen re- 
frefand repleni(h our hearts and foules during 
all the pilgrimage of this our mortall life, un- 
till wee are arrived to the mountaine cf Sion, 
which ts the centre of our defires, the refidence 
of our delights, and theimpregnable Fort aad 
| Caftle of our felicities. 4 
| I finde Saint Augustines comparifon to be ve- 
ry excellent and pretty, upon Feare and Love, 
_and that we muft paffe thorow that, before wee 
can arrive to this; Hee fayes, that feare is asa 
Needle, and Love as the filke which it drawes 
after it; The Needle is fliarpe, hard, and pier- 
cing , but the filke is foft, faire, and pleafing ; 
Feare is indeede a fharpe and diftaftfull paffion, 
but that which doth {weeten, lenifie, and cure 
his prickings ; it is love which immediatly fol- 
| lowes it, being fraughted with courtefie, good- 
nefle, and favour; Wee muft not therefore ap- 
prehend the {mall ftings of Bees , becaufe they 
afterwards promifeto delight & fatiate us with | 
V2 their! 
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their honey, which diftills and flowes from the 
.rocke of our falvation And it is the Enigme of 
‘Sampfon to the Philiftims 3 from the bitter came 
fweet; from the rage and gall of the Lion,iffued _ 
t {weet honey to delight and refrefh Sampfon , If 
Tefus Chrift (the true Lyon of the tribe of Juda) | 
had not endured for us the bitter and cruell | 
death of the Croffe , then wee had nevertafted | 
the excellent vertue‘of the honey of his refur- 
reGion: Indeed to fiefh and blood the Feare of} 
God, is as it were a kinde of gall and bicterneffe, 
becaule it daunts, and out-braves his paffions, 
and it ftill keepes him waking,as we doe to wild 
birds, thereby to tame him , and to make him 
quiet and docible; and foto-inftru& and civi- 
life him to the fervice of God. It ftill fhewes 
him the eminent dangers wherein thee will in- 
eulph & precipitate him, ia offending his God, 
but ftill with an indulgent intent to prevent and 
hinder him from. it , Pondystimeri est anchora 
cords 5 Theburthen which feare caries with it, 
isthe hearts anchor ; to prevent thatit bee not 
reverfed, and overblowne by the waves, nor of 
all fides {plit and fhipwrack’d by the violence 
and impetuofity of tempeftuous paflions, which 
without intermiffion aflayle and beat upon it ; 
But the mercy of the Lord ({aith Devid) # from ge- 
neration to generation upon allthofe who feare bim. 
Ina word, (and fo to draw to the conclu. 
fion) of this part of the Text, the two prin- 
cipall pillars of Chriftian.Doétrine , and the 
two firme and vnremoveable inane 
| of. 
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of, is Feare and Love, which are thetwo proper 
meanes to containe the godly, and to retaine 
the wickedin the obfervation of Gods Com. 
mandements ; The wicked by Feare, the gadly 
by Love, asthe Poct {peakes, but morally, ina 
Chriftian fenfe and language : 
Oderunt peccare mali formidine Potne, 
Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore, | 
The wicked abhorre to offend for feare of 
punifhment, and the Godly will not bedrawne | 
to finne, becaufe of their love of vertue. | 
But here fearing leaft I fhould runne aftray, 
and fo lofe and ingulph my felfe in this great | 
and vaft Ocean of the feareof God, it makes mee 
_rowe abord, thereby to gaine the defired fhore, 
| and fo to treat and difcourfe of the fecond part 
of the Text > which ts Téyv Bacirsa nuare, Honosr 


the K tne. 


The two nobleft and moft excellent offices, 
which the Angels, and bleffed foules enjoy 
above in the triumphant Church,arethe vifion | 
of God , and the ordinary action of glorifying | 
and honouring God, about the which they are | 
eternally imployed , and therefore the holy | 
Ghoftto fafhiom and difpofe us here belowe in 
the militant Church, to glorifie in time his {2- | 
cred Majeftieim heaven, commandeth us in our | 
text likewife , to Honour the King , as being the 
truc Image’and lively reprefentation of thar | 
great King of glory, of the Father of Eterni- 
tie, of the mighty God of Hoalts , Feare God, 
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faith hee , and Honour the King. 

Divine, and altogether admirable words, as 
being the fumme and abridgement of all the 
duties which we ought to practife inthis world, 
both inbody and foule, both for the morall and 
{pirituall life , the performance whereof brings 

‘us to abfolute perfeGion ; for if we feare God, 

| wee ferve him, and never offend him; and in 
‘honouring the King, befidesthe performance 

ofour duty, wee obey the Commaundement 
of God. 

So thefe 2. commandements are fo firaight- 
ly link’d and joyned together, that the breach 
of the one, is the violation of the other ; for we 
cannot difpleafe the King , without offending 
| God, nor offend God, without violating the 
Kings lawes. , | 

Let us fee what that chofen veffell faith, in 
very earneft and preffing words, Rows.13.1. Let 
every foule be fubject to the bigher powers , for there 
1s no power but from God, and all authority is given 
from the Lord which is the reafon of the com- 
mandement, ‘followed prefently with a threat- 
ning ; wherefore who fo refifteth the power, 
refifteth the ordinance of God , and therefore 

incurres condemnation, for the Prince beares 
not the {word in vaine, feeing he is the feryant 
and minifter of God, to punifh evill doers,ther- 
fore muft ye be fubject not onely for feare, but 
alfo for con{cience fake ; and therefore pay ye 
tribute, becaufe they are the minifters of God 
ordained to that end, Give then mato every one 
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his due, tribute towhom tribute , caffeme to whons 
cuftome , feare to whom feare, and hovour to whom 
honour. | 
- Before we enter into an exact and particular 
expofition of the words of our Text, wee will 
examine the confequence of this commaunde- | 
ment , and as thofe who defire to know the | 
fweetneficand goodneffe of water, afcend to 
fetch it from the fpring, that wee may efteeme | 
the more the excellencie and ereatneffe of this | 
commandement; we mutt obferve, thatthis or- 
dinance is not made by men, either to flatter | 
Kings, for feare of their foveraigne authority, | 
but that it is Gods owne ordinance , dictated | 
unto our Apoftle by the holy Ghoft. 
| Which brings great matter of confolation, 
| co thofe who with zeale undertake the execu- 
tion of it, knowing that God loves thofe that 
feare him, and blefieth thofe that are obedient | 
to him. 
And contrarily, it muft greatly terrifie the 
difobedient, when they remember the infalli- | 
“plethreatnings , and the irrevocable fentence, 
pronounced by Gods owric facred mouth, fay- 
yr fed is hee thar breakes the leaft of thefe cem- 
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mandemems, Math.5.19. Carfea is hee that foall 


{ 
| 
noe be permanent 17 all the things written in the bosk | 
of the Law, todoe them,Deut.27.26. | 

We mutt againe note, thar the Commande- | 
ments of God, arc like the Sciences which are | 
more or leffe efteemed , according to the no- | 


bility and excellencie of their objcet , for as 
that | 
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that affection and charity which we owe to our 
neighbour, without comparifon gives place to 
that extreame and infinite love which wee owe 
to our God, and heavenly Father; fothe ho- 
nour we are to beare to all meningenerall, is fo 
much inferiour to that we owe the King, as his 
dignity is elevated above thatof other men;and 
therefore you fee, thatas feone as our Apoftle 
commandeth us to feare God, hee addeth pre- 
fently, Honour the King. 

Shewing by that order, that the honour and 
fervice due to the King, immediatly followes 
that which wee oweto God, and therefore a 
ercat fervant of God of our times, expounding 
thefe words, faith after Tertulian , That inthe 
performance of thefe two precepts, the Chri- 
{tian makes himfelfe perfe& , both for the reli- 
gious and morall life, for in fearing God, hee 
walkes through the pathes of juftice, holincfle, 
and innocencie, which leades in the end toeter- 
nall felicity. , 

And in honouring the King, he obferves his 
lawes , and by thofe meanes buildeth up for 
himfelfe a delightfull reft,aad an incomparable 
felicity. 

But becaufe it is to undertake to fayle over a 
boundleffe and bottomleffe Ocean, if we fhould 
goc about to alledge here all the places which 
we might cite out of the Fathers, and many 
others ; let us hearken to the holy Ghoft,in the 
moft common places of Scripture , and imita- 
ting the Ifraelites, we will onely take fome few 

drops 
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drops of water out of the land of Edow , and 
fhew onely the {prings afarre off; we will paffe 
over quickly, like the dogge of the river Nilus, 
| leaft {ome Crocodile, thirfting after our inno- 
_ cencie, fhould open his ftinking mouth to accufe 
us, a8 though our intention were other, then 
tending to the fervice and glory of God,which 
is the onely centre, unto the which all the lines 
of our intentions immediatly tend and ayme. 
Wee very eafily learne rhe definition, or de- 
{cription of this word to Hosour,in the 6. Chap 
of Efther , when Abafhuerofh asked Haman what 
fhould be done unto the man whom the King 
would honour 3 Haman thinking the King {pake 
‘fo forhim , invented all the wayes and meanes 
hee could, to enjoy and encreafethis honour ; 
therefore he an{wered the King thus, As for the 
man whom the King will honour , let them 
bring for him royall apparell, which the King 
ufeth to weare , and the horfe that the King ri- 
deth upon, andthat the crowne royall may be 
fet upon his head, and that one of the greateft 
Princes fhould goe before him, and proclaime, 
Thus hall it be done mnto the man whowe the King 
will honour, 
| Inthis ample defcriptioa of Homoxr,we note 
the definition of it; to wit, togiveglory, to | 
doe homage to any one, to {eeke all the meanes | 
that may be to advance his credit, and encreale | 
his reputation through all the world, and thus 
that curfed Haman thought to be honoured. 
Butthis word to Honour the King , in that 
| x fenfe 
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fenfe that our Apoftle takes it, is like to that 


honour mentioned in the firft Commandement 
of the fecond table, Honour thy Father ana thy 
mother, which fignifieth in generall, to ferve, re- 
verence, obey, affif thofe whom wee honour, : 
and of that reverence, obedience, and affiftance,, 
Saint Paw! {peaketh exprefly, 1.T#.5.17. The 
Elders that rule well , are worthy of adonble bonoar, 
where obferve and note, that by the firft ho- 
nour, hee underftandeth a civill and common | 
honour, like that which is due to other honen- 
rable men ; but by the fecond honour hee un- 
derftandetha fubvention, and reward of his la- 
bours, as it appeareth by the following words, 
Theu.fbalt not weufle the month of the Oxe that tread- 
eth out the corne , and the labourer is worthy of bis | 
wages, Luk.10.7. ] 

_ And ofall thefe foure duties which wee are 
to prattife, to honoar the King, is fpoken at large, | 
1,.84m, Chap, 8. When the Ifraelites did fo ear- | 
neftly defire him to give them a King, hee doth 
lively {et forth unto them , how perfe@ly they | 
muft be fubjeét to him, how they muft reve- 
rence him, how they muft obey him. 

But becaufe commonly among good corne |’ 
there be tares, or {ome other bad feed, we will 
fhew by expreffe words of Scripture , and by 
invincible reafons, 7 hat hee that obeyeth not to the 
higher powers , offendeth diret#ly God bimfelfe, who 
will deftroy bins. | 

Saint Pal, Tit.3.1. Put themin remembrance 
| that they be fubject to principalities, and powers, and 
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that they be obedient,and ready to every good worke. 
And Rowm.13.4. The Prince ts the Mivifter of 
of God for thy cood, but if thou doe evill, thenfeare, 
for he bearech not the {word for nought, for he 
is the Minifter of God,to execute juftice on him |. 
that dorhevill; therefore ye mutt bee fabjeé, 
not for feare onely,butalfo for confcience fake; 
wherefore thofe that refift the power, refift ché 
ordinance of God, and thofe thar refift this or- 
dinance,drawes on themfelues condemnation. 
But if thefe rules bee not ftrong enough to 
convert thofe perverfe men; at leaft ler them be 
frighted by the fearefull judgements which tell 
on fo many wicked men, which aunciently re 
belled againft Mofés their Prince & Soveraigne,, 
who by Gods commaund had delivered them |, 
from the hands of Pharao , rhe cruclleft of men, 
and had led and conduéted them with a won 
derfull wifedome into the wildernefle ; let 
them fet before their eyes the example of Core, 
Dathan , and Abiram , who with two hundred 
and fitty Princes of the Ifraelites, Nam. 16. 2. 
rebelled again{t their Prince ; but God avenger 
of their folly , caufed the earth to open her 
mouth,and to {wallow them up alive with their 
families,Nadsb,and Abihu,his owne Nephewes, 
becaufe they had not ebeyed him, were confu- 
med with their fellowes by fire, that went out 
from the Altar, Levit.10.2. and his owne fifter’ 
Marie, for {peaking undifcreetly of him, was by 
the Lord infeéted with leprofie, what fhall wee 
fay of Abifbai, and Abfalom, againft King a | 
: he the | 
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the Hiftory of whofe deftruction and confafion 
is fo well knowne , that wee neede not infift 
upon it. 
But hereare yet very expreffe words, Exod. | 
22,28. Thou fhaltnot rayle upon the Iudges, neither | 
| fpeake evill of the ruler of thy people. And Adts 2 7a 
af : ; . | 
Thou fhait not {peake il of thy Prince, of him that ga. | 
| verneth thee. 
But becaufe thefe lawes and examples like | 
waves of the Sea follow one another, wee will | 
infift onthe confideration of the horror of this 
crime, which cannot take placein a foulenever 
fo little endued with heavenly graces; for that 
heart- muft be defperately wicked, and that 
foule poffeffed with athoufand furies, chat fuf- 
fereth the leaft thought of it to harbour in his 
will ; that foule, [fay, muft not onely be voyd 
of reafon , but worfe then bruit beafts , who 
| without contradiction follow and obcy their | 
Kings: The birds yeeld tothe Eagle, the fithes | 
follow the Dolphin, and the beafts are phant 
and humble before the Lyon ; and fhould man 
that is made after Gods image, be worfethen 
all other living creatures ? This is tobe neither 
mannor beaft, butthe off-fpring of thofe abo. 
minable fpirits, which rebelled in heavemagainft 
God , and therefore received the punifhment 
due to their foolifh ambition in hell; but wee 
will no longer ftay ou: contemplation about 
thefe deteftable men, hoping that our age is not 
| fo unhappy as to be corrupted by them. 
| But we willnow {peake of the reward,profi ; 
; and i. 
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and recompence , which thofe fhall certainely 

receive that obey this commandement of Gad, | 
in honouring the King. | 

Allthe Interpreters of the law of God, with | 
one confent agree,that the firtt commandement. 
of the fecond table, to wit, Honour thy Father 
and thy Mother, isto be underftood ofall them | 
that have any power or dominion over us, and | 
chiefely of Kings , and Princes, to whom wee | 
are {ubject , and to whom wee owe both our | 
lives and goods; and befides, thatall the Fa- 
thers are ofthat opinion, yet we alfo {ee it pro- 
ved inthe 13. Chap. to the Romanes, where the | 
Apoftle teaching the faithfull all the lawes | 
which they muft obferve ; hee runnes over all 
the Commandements of God, and yet {peakes 
not of this word Father, becaufe hee compre. | 
hendeth it fufficiently under that of Kixg, be- 
caufe the Fatheris King in his Family, and the. 
King is the Father of his people. 

As for that objection, that there is no men. | 
| tion made of a King in the Decalogue, the rea- | 
fon iscleare and manifefts; firft, the Ifraclites 
had no neede of it, becaufe God did every day 
| appeare vifibly unto them, fpake to them at all 

times, and wrought contiaually fo many mira-_ 
clesamong them, thatthey could notbe donbr- 
full of his prefence: fecondly, there is no men. | 
tion madencither of Governour, nor of Prince, 
and yer it isunlikely that God had forgotten 
Mofes, who had deliveredthem, before God | 
wrote the Law with his owne fiager on the 
X 3 moun- 
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mountaine of Sinai; but the reafon is, that b 

the word Father , God underftandeth, as well 
Kings and Princes, as thofe that have begotten 
us; all the curfes made againft the rebellious, 
and difobedient to this commandement, are 


common both to the rebellious to their Prince, 
'and to the difobedient to thetr Father ; 28 on 
ithe contrary, thofe that are obedient to both, 


fhall bee equally rewarded with the fame blef- 
fing, and the promife made to them by God, 
who doe honour their parents , is alfo to be ex- 
tendedto thofe who honour their Kings, and 
Princes,which promife is happineffe,and length 
of dayesupon the land. 

Which promife(though it often feemeother- 


| wife) is alwayes fulfilled, for when an obedient 


fonneto his father, or a faithfull fubject to his 
Prince dieth young , and in the flower of his 
age, God nevertheleffe accomplifheth his word, 
and fulfilleth truely his promife,; for if it bee 
good for the fairhfull to remaine in the land, | 
GOD will meke him abundantly to profper | 
therein ; but if his adcvirableand incomprehen- 
fible providence, fee that hee fliould be fundry 
wayes gricvoufly afflicted, he ofien times put- 
teth him in fafety, and calleth him unto him in 
his mercy , and yet hee is till as good as his 
word , as if a man promifed mee a hundred 
pounds, and fhould give me three hundred, hee 
thereby breakes not his promife ; fo'God ha- 
ving promifed us here belowe the poffeffion of 
this world, and feeing that our dwelling init is | 
not 
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-| of all ambition , enjoyed the fweetneffe and fe: 


| then in purchafisg ; fo you feethat the peace- 
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not for our profit, bereavingus of this, hee ad- 
mitteth us into the incorruptible Kingdome of 
glory,more excellent without comparifon then 
the firft, and fo whether hee let us dwell here 
belowe , or whether hee call us above to him- 
felfe, we thall alwayes be in a moft happy con- 
dition, if we obey his commandement , in Ho- 
nouring the Ring. 

This word , and dignity of a King is fo 
knowne , and familiar to all kinde of nations, 
that we fhould feeme to light a candle at noone | 
day,to fee the light of the Sunne, if wee fhould | 
exactly feeke outthe definitions, and Etymolo- | 
gies of it. : 

We will onely fay with Saint U4azx/flinein 
the Citie of God , that the name of Kzxz is the 
auncientelt title, given to the Governours, and 
Rulers of peoptes, yea, when the earth devoyd 


licity of an ineftimable peace. 
For as Non wsinor ext virtus quam quarere,par. 
tatueri, There is no leffe vertue in conferving 


ableft of the Auncients, have provided for their 
confervation in chafing Kings and Princes, un« 
der whofe fhadowe they enjoyed quiet reft, for 
the Kingdeme being as a body, the King muft 
alwayes be the head,which being feated on the 
top, and elevated over the reft of the mem- 
bers hee fore-feeth the dangers to ayoyd them, 
and confidereth the advantages to embrace 
them. - oe 
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Now as in the head is feene the glory, and 
beauty of man , according to thefe auncient 
verfes. . | 

Pronag, cum (pectent animalia cetera serrams, 

Os bomini ublinse dedit, coclumaue tuere 

| Infoit, cy erectos ad fydera tollere vultus. 

_ Allliving creatures alwayes behold the earth, 

| but God hath made and erected mans face, that 

he might behold the heaven, and the ftarres ; 

| even fo muft we confider the beauty of the fub- 
jects, inthe Kings face and Majeftie , as being 
theheadthereof ~ 

As you fee that all the fenfes both internal! 

and externall are feated , and take their begin- 
ning from the head ; fo all the counfells, all the 
refolutions, juftice,the lawes, ina word,all thar | . 
is neceflary for the Kingdomes confervation, is 
all to be found in the King, as in his center, and 

| inthe place whence they cake their beginning. 

Let us then examine particularly , fince wee 
have a Royall fubjeét in ‘hand , all the circum- 
(tances, by which the King in comparifon of 
his fubjcéts , is juft as the head is over the reft | ° 
of the members}, wherein reafon holdeth her 
Affizes and Seffions , the better to governe this 
Micrecofme, or little world. | 

The two chiefeft and nobleft faculties of the 
foule, are the Vaderftanding, and the Will: the 
fame which we note in the foule, wee may alfo 

} marke to be in the King, which ts as it were the 
foule of the people , for as from the under- 
ftanding proceede the counfels, refolutions, and 


enter- 
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enterprifes , meedfull for the confervation of 
mans body ; even fo from the King proccedes 
the meanes , and inventions forthe right, and 
jutt government of his Realme; As by the 
Will, wee feethat man accepteth thofe things 
which are good, and rejecteth thofe that are 
hurtfull; evenfo the King by his wonderfull 
prudence, and wifedome {ecketh what is good, 
profitable to his fubjeéts, & contrarily rejecteth 
and prevénteth whatfoever is hurtfull and dan- 
gerous to them, f 

Ina word, as all the parts of the body , and 
allthe appetites of the foule, ftirre according 
to the motion of the will; fo the people fhould 
never have any other defire, thought, or inten- 
tion, but the defire, thought, and defigne of 
their King, who is the Lords anointed , {ent 
by God to adminifter Iuftice , and te governe 
his people in Equity, asthe Pfalosift fpeaketh. 
Pfals,A6.10.  - 

The hands of Kings are like that divine ri- 
ver, which compaffed about the Garden of 
Eden, and being divided into foure branches, 

| communicated to the hearbs, and plants of that 
inclofure , a continuall moyfture, and which 
was altogether moft wonderfull and miracu- | 
lous , in that thofe foure brookes , befidesthe | 
excellent {weetneffe of their water, were well 
ftored, fome with fine gold , and others with : 
precious ftones. | 
With infinite rightand reafon,may we there- | 
fore compare the hands and actions of Kings, 
x to 
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to this undraynabke {pring and river of the | 
earthly Paradife,fince they are imployed about 
nothing clfe, but lovingly to cherifh and ten 

der their Subjects by liberally diftributing, and 
communicating to them the meanes of their 
fubfiftance and profpcrity. | 

But leaft wee fhould be carried away,by the 
{wift ftreame of the many feverall cogitations, 
which arife from fo royalla fubje@ ; let us re- |° 
turne to our former difcourfe , to wit, thar the 
King being to his people, asthe head is to the 
reft of the body, all the rare and admirable 
parts contayned therein, as the internall and 
exrernall fenfes , ought juftly to bee compared 
to him. 

And farft, that Sexfeby precedencie andex: 
cellencite, which the Philofophers call Common, 
that is , that which receives all the objects of 
the externall fenfes,to bring the {pecies ofthem 
tothe phantafie , and what is the King elfe but 
this common fenfe, fince he is profitable to all, 
he receiveth the objects, that is the wifhes, and 
petitions of all,to convay them to the phantafie, 
thatis, to his imaginative and mature delibera- 
tion, there to con{ultand refolve, what is good, 
ufefull, honeft, needfull, and profitable for his 
{uppliants and people. 

-\ Let us now behold that golden head, as Da- | 
nielexpounding Nebschadnezzars dream calleth 
him ; Let us I fay fee how all the fixe external 
fenfes are very fitly and properly appliable 

|to him. 
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‘Firft, the King, the head ofthe people,hath 
in himfelfe the Prince of the fenfes, the fight, he 
poffeffeth it in the higheft degree of perfedion , 
he is likethe Lyon that never fhutreth his eye 
lids, he feeth all his Kigdome, he beholdeth af! 
his fubjeéts ; ina word, hee hatheyes, Eagles 
eyes, which though foaring and flying in the 
higheft clouds, yer feeth clearely in the loweft 
places of the earth. 

Hw eares are alwayes open , to heare the 
cries and complaints of his fubjects, he deligh-- 
teth in that pleafant harmony, in that {weer 
confort, and in thofe delightfull tones and Dia- 
pafons, caufed by the fweet union, and concord 
of all his Provinces and Subjects. 

Hee {melleth with an incredible content, the 
dele&table odours , which embalme his fpirits,. 
hee fénteth with delight the perfumes, pro. | 
ceeding from the vowes, prayers, and obedi- |. 
ence, which his faithfull fubjeéts {weare to his 
fervice, 

Hee taffeth what is good or evill, what is 
fweet or bitter, for the good and eafe of his. 
people. | 
Hee bimfelfe feeleth , hee fetshishand tothe; 
worke, heeconfidereth what is hard and offen- | 
five, to cut it off, hee choofeth what is foftand 
eafie,to conferue it. 

Ina word, thetime would faile us fooner | 
then our.conceptions upon foroyalla fubjed@, | 
full of admirable confaderations, notwithftand- 
ing we will be contented onely with this. 
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thence to bee diftrilauted according to every 


| victorious Prince , to beftowe them on whom 


| to feeke new habitations , did goe confufedly,} 
| and diforderly, and in equallautharity, but they 
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As we fee that all the members of the body 
take their nourifhment, and receive their fufte. 
nance by the mouth , which fendcth the foode 
into the ftomack, as intoa common ftorehoufe, 


members neede, from whence are firft fent to 
the head, by avery remarkable gratitude and 
acknowledgement, the beft and moft fubtill, for 
the nourifhment of the braine, the feate of the 
underftanding, the {pring of the fenfes, and the} ° 
caufe of his fubfiftance , fo muft the beft and 
faireft' of rhe Kingdome be referved, and dedi. 
cated tothe Prince , whichis thcehead.and firft- 
mover thereof. ' . 
The examples of it are yet now a dayes fa. 
miliar, that Kings and Princes give their parti 
cular poffeffions to their Subjects, on condition 
of fome yeerely acknowledgement, which they 
are obliged to, according to their agreement 
and conventions. 
Againe, there is no Kingdome in the world 
but hath beene fometimes conquered, and con. 
fequently all the lands thereof are abfolutely in 
the Conquerours hand, to difpofe of at his 
pleafure ; now it is the cuftome of anew and 


he pleafeth, alwayes referving to himfelfe fome | 
tribute, or homage for it,that the remembrance 
of his liberall favour may never be forgotten. 

- Againe,.we reade not that thofe which went 


went 
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wentall under the colours and condué of fome 

chiefe, which afterwards became the King and 

Prince of that land , the which hee diftribured : 
according to the deferts or aftection which hee 

bare to his fouldiers. 


So wereade Nwmb.34.Chapter,that Eleazar | 


and fofhuah divided among the Ifraelites thé 
land of Cawaan, which they. had conquered by 
the {word, and yet no mention is made that 
that valiant Captaine Jofheas , which had 
brought them into that land flowing with milk 
and honey,referved any portion thereof for his 
fhare, for the which he had beene quettionleffe 
blamed by the Ifraelites, had they not fuffici- 
ently kaowne, that feeing hee had put them in 
pofleffion of fo large aterritory, they were at 
his command, 
| TheApoftles had nothing, and yet poffefled 


all the riches of the faithfull , of whom they | 


were as Kings and Princes,and therfore in figne 
of acknowledgement, all the new Chriftians 
brought their goods to their feet, 4cé/s Chap.5. 
| for who would not defpife all his wealth for 
‘love; Ifamanhould give all the fubstance of his 
| boufe for love, they would greatly contemne it, faith 
Salowion,Cantic. 8.7. 


But what horrible ingratitude wouldthat be | 


iin him that fhould dee otherwife, feeing that | 
paines, care, and unquietneffe follow common- | 
ly the Scepter, and that there isno burthen fo | 
heavie as a Crowne, andthe reafon hereof is 
manifeft ; to wit, thata:private and parucular 
‘ Y. 3 man 
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man aymeth no further then to his houfhold 
bufineffe , but the King muft embrace all the 
affaires of his Kingdome, hee muft care for all, 
and provide forall, which maketh Salsf fay, 
Thata great Empire is alwayes accompanied 
with great cares, and troublefome labours, and 
with much anxiety, and vexation of minde. _ 
Seleucus in. Platarke faid , Thatif men knew | 
how troublefom a thing it is to governe a King- 
dome, they would fcorne to reach and take up 
a Diadem trom the ground ; this was the caufe 
why Nasa at the firftrefufed the Kingdome of- 
fered unto him by the Romanes, but inthe end 
overcome by their importunity, he accepted | 
with griefe, faying, That to raigne was greatly | 
to ferue the gods , thinking to deferue much 
from them, by taking upon him fo heavie a 
burthen. . 
Inaword, let us fay with Caftedorws , that, 
| Sub imperio bowi princtps, omsniam fortune more(q; 
| proficivmt, Vader a good Princes government, 
| the goods ofall encreafe, and their manners are 
| augmented and enriched in civility, 
| ‘Nowas in‘a faire meadowe enamelled, and 
| beautified witha thoufand differéat kindes of 
\ flowers , one may finde Serpents, Vipers, and 
Toades, which defile, and infeé by their mor- 
tall venome, the richand naturall Tapiftry , the 
beauty , goodneffe and vertue of:an infinite 
number of Simples, and wholefome hearbs, 
wherewith it is richly diapred; So wee fee to 
our griefe, that in the bofome and middeft of 
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the faireft , richeft , and moft illuftrious King- 
domes, the corruption of the age, ard the infe- 
ction of. vices, are produced and propagated. 
Some Ravens, which goe about prefaging and 
‘| fore-telling their finifter and lamentable predi- 
étions, who by their odious voyce, (to themat 
leaft that have good foules, and generous hearts 
and affe@ions)cry outaloud , That it isthe fa- 
cility 8 weaknefle of men,which hath brought 
inthis ambition of maftering and governing the 
nations; That itis more by ufurpation, then 
by ele@ion, or by divine ordinance, thatthey 
have taken the rule and Empire over King- 
domes, and they alledge for proofe of their 
faying , that the firft King that ever was in the 
world, to wit, Nimrod, came to the Crowne 
by force and violence,and not by the ordinance 
of God, 

That all Empires (forthe moft part) were 
gotten by the {word,by force of Armes, by de- 
ceit, by injutice, by a foolifh and defperate 
ambition, that hath often covered the fields 
with flaughtered bodies, and made them over- 
flowe with blood , when one Prince offended 
and anery with another , fought to revenge 
himfelfe wich the lives of his miferable fub- 
sects. 


That the eftablifhing of Monarchs is fimply | 


humane, alledging that of Saint Peter, 1.Epiftle 
2. Chap. ver.13. Submit your felues nto all mane 
ner of ordinance of man , for the Lords fake , whe- 
ther it be untae the King as unto the Superiour , or 

unto 
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wate Governonrs, as unto thems that are fent of him, 
But thefe both ignorant & malicious Loyo- 
lites and Anabaptifts, ftop for-the nonce their 
cares, that they may not heare this lowd re- 
founding voyce from heaven,whichconvinceth 
them of malice , and would recall them from 
their ignorance. ng . 
{ Let us fee if Salomon (like them) beleeved 
that Kingdomes fall by chance into the hands 
‘of men, andthat Kingsare not exprefly called 
" ° . 
and ordained of God to governe his people ; 
Now then (faith he) 0 yee Kings, hearken, learne ye 
that are Iudges of the earth, heare yee that governe 
the nations , for power ws given untoyon by the Lord, | 
and principality by themoft high, | 
| Andas we have already obferved, Rom.1 3. 
the Apoftlerefolveth fo perfeétly this queftion, 
that it is impoffible to fay or adde any thing 
after him, unleffe one bee refolved to finne 
/ againft the holy Ghoft, in refifting the knowne 
truth, There 2 (faith he) no power but from God,and | 
thofe powers that are, be ordained of God , therefore | 
who fo refisteth the power , refisteth the ordisance of 
God, yemuft be fubject to the Prince , wot for wrath 
arsely but allo for confcience fake,Rom.13.5. 
_ And as God fent fuch blindneffe on the 
Philiftims , thinking to overcome and deftroy 
the Armies of J/rae/, that every one turned his 
{word againft his fellow, and {fo flewe one ano- 
ther, the people of God being at the moft but 
beholders of their deliverance ; Even fo our 
adverfaries having marfhalled a {quadron of 
- reafons 
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reafons againft us, before we thought upen our 
owne defence, to.enter into combat with them, | 
have cut one anothers throat, and have left ys _ 
their Armes to make trophees for this our vido- | 
_| rie; for thinking to make a buckler for their de. | 
‘fence of that place of S.Pster, wher he exhorteth 
us to beare the yoake,and to (ubmit our [elves unto 
all manner of ordinance of man for the Lords fake, 
whetber it be to the King or Supreame, 1 .Pet.2,1 Be 
This reafon killeth them, for ifit be for the | 
Lords fake, that we muft be fubject , it argucth | 
that God liketh it, delighteth init ; and this or- ; 
der is by kis command and {peciall ordinance, | 
Although Nabachadneszer King of Babylon, | 
were one of the moft wicked and impious men | 
of the earth , yet let us heare how the Prophet 
Danieé {peaketh to him, in the fecond Chapter 


of his Prophefies , O King, thow art the King of |. 


Kings,for the Ged of heaven hath gives thee 4 King- 
dome, power ,ftrength,and glery, | | 
But I would have thefe difturbers of the pub- | 
lique tranquillity ; thefe Adders fwelled and’ 
fuffocated with the venome of fedition,and dif. | 
order, tellme, whether Mofes the firft Prince | 
and Lawgiver of I/rael (the names change not | 
the things, for he was their King and Monarch, 
fince hee ruled them with an abfolute power, 
depending onely from God) whether, I fay, he 
entered by force, by craft, or by art into the 
government of the people ; and if it was not | 
| God himfelfe that fpake to him out of the | 
middeft of the burning bufh, and commanded 
Z hitit , 
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him to goe deliver his people from the hands 
of Pharaoh, Exod.3.2. 

If Sag? thought to adorne his head with a 
Crowne, when hee fought about the fields the 
Affes of Kw his father, if he made {uit to Samael 
to anoint him King over all Z/rae?; 

If David when he fed his flocke, meditated 


hew hee might change his Shepheards crooke} 


into a regall Scepter ; | 
If Sclomen his fonne, the King of wife men, 
and the wifeft of Kings, hath deccived or cor- 


rupted the people, to enter by the windowes, |. 


or back gate into the kingly Pallace. 

But rather is it notGod himfelfe, who by 
his facréd mouth commanded Samm#el in the 9. 
Chapter of his’booke, as foone ashe had feene 
Saul that went te enquire of him about his Fa- 


| thers Affes;at the fame time God faid unto him, 
Thos is the maw of whom I {pake unto thee,he fhattrule | 


aver my people. 

And inthe 16. Chapter of the fame booke, 
God commaunded him to goe to Bethlehem, to 
anoint David, whom hee chofe among all his 
brethren, the Lord faying untohim, <Ari(c and 
anoint bir, for this is he. 

In the fame booke , God promifeth Davia 
to confirme his fonne upon his Throne. - 

And in the 1. of Kinzs, Chap.3.God appea- 


red to Salomon in adreame in Gabaon , prefently | | 


after his Coronation, and faid unto him, Aske 
what then wilt, that I give thee. A fufficient tefti- 
raome, tiiat God was well pleafed with his af- 
cending - 
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cending to the Royall throne, aad Salomon ask- 

ing of him onely wafedome to governe his peo- 

ple, God {aid, Becaufe thou. haft not asked of wee 

riches, glory, nor power , I will giwe thee what thor 
| askeft me, and other things befides, 

Wee reade2. Kings, Chapter 9. that Hei- 
few {endeth one of the children of the Prophets 
to Isht, one of Ahabs Captaines, to anoint him 
from the Lord King over J/rael. And Pfal.75.7, 
To come to preferment 1s neither from the East, nor 
from the West , nor fromthe South , but God is the 
Indge, he it is that bumbleth andcxalreth, 

And tfalm. 113.7. The Lord raifesh the needie 
out of the dxf? , apd lifters xp the poore ont of the 
dung, that bee may fet bins with the Princes , even 
with the Princes of his people : Wee mightalledge 
many other examples,and proofes out of Scrip- 
ture; but thefe are fufficient to proove our af- 
fertion. 

It is an erronious and damnable opinion to 
hold,that Kings.come to the Crowne by fraud, 
force, or fucceffion , withoutthe Divine provi- 
dence and facred decree , for one haire of our 
head falleth not, without the ‘providence of 
God, much morea thing of {0 great a confe- 
quence , as the eftablithing of'a King over the 
Provinces of a Kingdome, and over fo many 
millions of men, that are bound to f{iveare o- 
bedience to him. I fay not onely , that his 
comming to the Crowne is ordered by Gods 
generall providence ; but moreover, that it 
is his f{peciall intention and defigne , that 
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-} made him afcend the Throne. 

Letvs hearkento the wifedome of GOD, 
Prov.Chapter 8.&c, after wee thall fee if it be 
fraud, force, or fucceflion, which are the cay- 
fes, and wayes, by the which they afcend unto 
that dignity ; By me (faith Chrift, true God, co- 
effentiail with his Father, under the name of 
that wifedome) Kinesraigne , and Princes decree 
jaitice , By me Princes rule, and the Nobles, and al 
the Indges of the earth, 

The Prophet /faiah {peaketh very pertinent- 
ly and manifeftly upon this fubject, Chap. a5. 1. 
Thus faith the Lord unto Cyrus his anointed, whofe 
right hand Ihave bolden, to {ubdwe nations before 
hins, therefore will | weaken the loynes.of Kings, and 
open the doores before him , and the gates fhall not be 
fas MNT 4 before thee, and make the creoke: 
wayes freight, I will breake the brafen doores; and 
bur(t the sronbarres 5 I girded thee, though thou kaft 
not ksowne me. 

The Prophet leremiah; Chap. 27. fpeaketh | 
fo openly, that heealone is fufficient to ftop 
thofe prophare and feditious mouthes. Thus 
faiththe Lord of Hoftes , 7 4ave given all thefe 
lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the King 
of Babel, my fervant, and all nations fhall [crue bim, 
and his fonne , and bis fonnes fonne , and the nation, 
and Kingdome which will net ferue the fame Nebu- 
chadnegzar Xing of Babel, and that put not their 
necke under the yeake of the King of Babel, the fame 
nation will I vifite (faith the Lord) with the fword, 
| and with she famine, and with the pefrlence , rbere- 
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fore beare not your Prophets , nor your Southfayers mor 
our arcamers, nor your tuchanters, ror your Sorce- 
vers, which fay unto you thus, Ye fhall nor ferne the 
King of Babel , for they prophefte a lye untoyou , to 
caufe you to goe farre from your land, and that I 
fhoald caft you ont, and you fhould peri{fh, bus she na- 
tion that put their mecks under the yoake of the King 
of Babel, and ferue him , thofe will I let remaine ftik 
in their owne land , faith the Lord, and they fhall oc- 
| cupie ik, and dwell therein, 

Words worthy ofa great and profound con- 
fideration, and which totally defides, and cuts 
off that queftion, which we now have in hand, 
for it is God himfelfe that fpeaketh to his peo- 
‘ple, that ftri@ly chargeth them to obey the 
King of Babylon, into whofe hands he had deli. 
vered them ; and -although hee was an Idola- 
trous and unfaithfull King, yet they will obey 
him , on paine of his curfe and maledidtion ; 
what judgements, whiat punifhments fhould we 
much more caufe to fall upon us, if the leaft | 
thought of rebellion, or difobedience to the 
Lords anointed fhould enter into our mindes, if 
jae pyre sent perfectly obedientto Kings, who | 
_are good, faithfull, and zealous to further the | 

glory of God, if our hearts and our mouthes | 
be not alwayes filled with prayers , and vowes 
| dedicated to their fervice. 

But totheend that imitating Hercules, wee 
may clenfe & {weepe cleane this Augean ftable, 
wee will anfwerc to that objection propounded 
touching Nimrod, who — been the firft King | 
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of the earth, who (fay they) hath attained to 
the crowne by.force,,.and by violence; words 
which we finde not inthe Scripture ; but con- 
trarily we read,Gene/10.8.. that Cu/b begat Nim- 
rod, who began to be mighty im the-earth;-hee 
was a mighty Hunter-before the Lord, : Fhefe 
words will never oblige us.to conclude, thathee 
hath raifed: himfclfe violently »-but wee may 
more trucly expound the wordes , Hce-was 
mighty before the Lord, thatis, hewas lifted up to 
ereatnefie by the moft High,-hee walked in his 
wayes, and followed his ordinances; and when 
Mofes faith, that.he.began to be mighty inthe earth, 
he meaneth, that hee was more-feared then his 
predeceffours, who werealfo Kings, Pricfts,and 
foveraigne Princes of their families : Forafter 
_|the generall deluge ;-which: overflowed the 
whole earth, men lived commonly five or fixe | 

| hundred yeares, and fo one of his pofterity 
might fee aboue a hundred thoufand.perfons, 
over whom he.was Prince, and foveraigne Mo- 
natch, becaufe there was thenno other forme 
of government.in theearth, fo we reade Gene. 
23. Chap. that the Hittites, of whom Abrahans 
asked a Sepulchre to bury Sara, thefe I fay cal- 
led him a Prince of God , or a -moft excellent 
\Prince, which hee clearely. manifefted at the 
overthrow of the five Kings, which had beatea 
the King of Sodome , had pillaged the Towne, 
and carried away his Nephew Loft prifoner, for 
at the rumour of thefe forrowfull newes , hear- 
med three hundred and eighteene of his. fer- 
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van's borne in-his-houfe , and yer had no chil- 

dren,Gen.i 4. | 
It is then in vaine toalledge , that violence, 

craft, and hereditary fucceffion, are the onely 

meanes to attaine to Crownes ; for although 

fome attainetoirby humane meanes,and fome- 

times by dangerous waves, as ~ 1b/alom, who 

caufed himfelfc to be anointed King by expel- 


ling his Father, as Abimelcch by the death of 70 


of his brethren upon the fame ftone; yet for 
all thefe wayes to come to raigae, are never{ 
brought te pate, withour a manifeft forc-fight, 
and providence of God, permitting it fome- 


| times to punifh thofe peoples , and fometimes 


for a punifhmentto the Kings that raigne over 
them ; yet whatfoever they be, God comman- 
deth us to obey, and perfectly to honour them : 
now curfed,curfed be he that fhall refift the will 
of God, and that fhall not obey his commaun- 
demcents. | 
After we haue heard both Scripture,and rea- 
fon, manifefly evincing the truth, Let us now 
heare Saint Awguitines opinion in this matter, in 
his booke De c#vit. Dez. The caule (faith he) of 
the ereatnefle of Empires, is neither cafuall nor 
fatail, ic commeth' neither by chance, nor by 
deftinie ; By chanceI underftand (faith he) the 
thingsthat happen ; wenot being able to know 
the caufes of them, or that happen without any 
premeditated order of reafon , affifting their 
conception and birth: By fatall things I under- | 
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ftand(as Pagans efteeme) what happeneth with- 
out 
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out the will of God, and men, by the neceflity 
of fome particular order ; which opinion is 
greatly injurious to Gods divine providence, 
but rather wee muft certainely beleeve , that 
Kingdomes are conftituted , and eftablithed 
fi imply , and abfolutely by the divine provi- 
dence of God. 

And in another place, Let us not attribute 
the power of giving,or difpofing ofan Empire, | 
but onely tothe true God , that giveth eternal] 
happineffe in heaven to his children oncly ; but | 
for earthly Kingdomes, he giveth them to eood 
and bad, as ic feemeth goed to him, as it plea. 


feth him, who is delighted in no unjutt thing , 


therefore this true and onely God, that alwayes 
| mankinde, both with ayde and coun- 
fell, when he would, and as long as he pleafed, 

hath given the governement, and Empire to the | 
people ef Rome; hee isthe giver of all felicity, | 
that giveth earthly Kingdomes to whom hee 
pleafeth, and yer alwayes with juftice and rea- 
fon, though the meanes feeme to us oftentimes 
manifett! y 7 contrary to both. 

I thinke we have employed too much time, 
and too many good weapons, to fight againtt 
this horrible monfter, and monftrous Hydra, 
and therefore the fhorteft and fureft way , isto 
follow the example of that valiant Hereules,and 
fo to cut offthis monfter, for hee that will not 
heare the Scripture, fo manifettly fhewing unto 
us our duty to our Kings, that fo exprefly com- 
mandeth us to yeeld unto them all obedience, 

eh 
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heethat ftoppeth his eares to thofe {weet and 
moft gracious invitations of reafon, and natu- 
fall inclination,to honour and ferue him,whom | 
the bounty and will of GO D hath eftablithed 
overus; He who watcheth in labour, tomake 
us fleepe in reft; Hee who fits on thethrone to 
doe us tight, that to eafe us,beareth the burthen 
ofall our affaires ; and ina word, Hee whofe 
minde is alwayes introuble and anxiety, to pre- 
ferve the quictneffe of his people, and to keepe 
off the invafion and tyrannie of Strangers,thofe 
Subjeéts, [fay , are worthy of all the misfor- 
tunes, difafters, and@alamities which can hap- 
pen, through the privation of fo good things. 

But wee, who by the grace of GOD are 
brought up in his Schoole, that together with 
| our mothers milke have fucked the honour, fer- 
vice , and obedience which wee owe to our 


Kings and Princes; Letus not fuffer thofe wic- 
‘ked and dangerons plagues, to infeé the purity 
of our hearts, and let not the whitenefle of our 
foules be fpotted and defiled , by fo blacke and 
venomous 2 crime, affuring our felves, that the 
leaft thought of difobedience and rebellion, 
which poffeffeth the minde; befides, that itis 
an evident token of an ungodly minde, is wore ' 
‘thy of the moft fevere punifhments that can be | 
imagined. _ | 
But let us fhew, that we are begotten among 
the children of GOD, and regenerated by the 
Spirit of his grace , let our ambition never flye 
higher then to the execution of his facred com- | 
Aia mande- 
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| tentment, to bleffe the land wherein we dwell 
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mandements, wherein lyeth the fulneffe and 
. centre of all delights, and of all felicity both 

{pirituall and temporall, and fince particularly 
| he defireth, that we fhould feare him,and honour 
| the King, which he hath eftablifhed, over us, fee- 
_ ing that inthe accomplifhment, and fulfilling of. 
: thefe two commandcments, we have as it were | 


ee a betel 


i the fumme of all his law.; let us be carefull to 
| honour & ferve him, and to yeeld unto him all! 
forts of duties, for he is the Lords anointed, af-. 
{uring our felyes, that whileft we fhall ftudie to | 


y¢eld unto himn due obedience, whileft we pray | 
| fecvently for his long 1#@and profperity,as we | 


r 


_jare in duty bound, God for his part will make 


good untous his promifes ; to wit, to make us 
eajoy adelightfull reft, and an admirable con- 
3 
to multiply our dayes upon it, in joy and feli- 
city, and after we fhall have ferved, obeyed,and_ 
and honoured the King, hee will call us unro} 
eternall felicity , to crowne us with the incor- 
jruptible Crowne of glory, that feated with the 
24 Elders,inthe Revelation, we may with them | 
cattdowne our crownes before him, who is fet 
onthe Throne, to fing before him altogether: 
O Lord, thou art worthy to receive honour, 
bleffing, and glory ; to thee therefore, O eter- 
nall, immortall, admirable, to thee onely wife 
God, Creatcr of all things , be afcribed all ho- 
nour, glory ,.and magnificence, now and for 
evermore. dmcn, Aven, 
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O Almighty Ged, and foveraigne Monarch 
of the whole world, who haft by thy in. 
comprehenfible vertue created all things, both 
| inheayen and earth, that by thy fore-faght and 
| wonderfall providence, doeft condué and go- 
verne with fo great wifedome, and with fo} 
beautifull, good, and juft order, allthy crea- 
| tures, chat the contemplation thereof ravifheth 
lus in admiration, and forceth the wicked and 
| Atheiftsto confeffe, thatthe difpofition fo ad- 
mirable of rhe ftarres, the fift motions of the 
heavens , the conftaneliverfity of the feafons, 
| happen not by chance, nor hazard, but that | 
there muft be fome firft and Soveraigne mover, 
to turne thofe great Spheres, fome great Cap. 
taine, to fetin order the whole hoatft of tf eaven, 
and to make the feafons march in their order , 
this order I {ay fo exaétly obferved, openeth 
| thy childrens mouthes , and maketh them fay 
‘with the Royall Prophet David, The heaveas 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament fheweth 
its handy worke, 

O God of peace, that hateft confufion, and 
| diforder, graunt us (if fuch be thy good plea. 
fare) the graceto obey thy. lawes, and to follow | 
inall things thy holy and divine ordinances, | 

and fincethou fheweft here unto us one of the: 
wayes leading to the mountaine of thy holi- 
neffe,to the fpiriruall Zer#/alem,to wit ,this com-. 
mandement which thou makeft here unto us, 
to Honour our Kinz- give usthe grace, O loving | 
Aa 2 and. 
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forme it, that our eyes may be alwayes turned | 
towards the Lords anointed,that our eares may 
be alwayes.open, to receive and obey his com- 
mandements,that our mouthes may be alwayes 
filled with his praifes , that our hearts may be 
alwayes enflamed with zeale, to his fervice, to 
teflife unto him on all occafions our moft 
humble obedience, ‘that after we have here 
| 

| 


and gracious Father,that we may perfectly per- 


belowe beene faithfull fubje@ts, wee 
may bee crowned above in 
heaven, with the incors_. 
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